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DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS. 


CHAP. XIII. 

fie Devil upon Two Sticks condutt$ 
Don Cleofas to IVtftminfter'Abhcj. 

IT was eleven o'clock the following 
morning before Afmodeus was at lei- 
fure to vifit the Count. And fbon after 
they fallied forth from the Hotels in fearch 
of new fcenes and fubjedls of fpeculatLvc 
amufement. 

** If I do not exceed the limits pre- 

fcribed to mortal curioGty,** faid Don 

Vot.IV. A Clcofaa^ 
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CleoFas, permit me to enquire what pre- 
cious mifchief has occupied your worlhip 
fince our reparation/' ** My principal at- 
tention," anfwered the Demon, *^ has 
been paid to a widow lady' of quality, of 
very large fortune ; and you will think my 
commiflion rather difficult, when I inform 
^ you, that it was nothing lefs than to in- 
fluence her ladyihip to quit the bed of one 
lovery^n order to go immediately to church 
to be married to another : but her temper, 
conftitution and principles were fo well 
diipofed to my purpofe> that the bufinefs 
was -excelled with a degree of eafe which 
forbids me to attribute any merit to my- 
felf, in the fuccefsful arrangement of it. — 
For the future, I ftiall leave this lady to th€ 
entire guidance of her own projects : flie 
really wants no affiftance of any kind from 
me/' 

% 

** But I thought," faid Don Clcofasj 
^* that churches were not within your de- 
partmtot, and here have you led me into 

one 
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one without ceremony, at the very time 
alfo, when different fervices are perform- 
ing. This, however, I prefume, is a day 
of private devotion ; for there appears to 
me to be more priefts than worfhippers." 

** It is not a place," anfwered Afmodeus, 
with a fmile, *^ fet apart for the celebra- 
tion of religious rites, but political ones. 
This large room contains the different 
courts of juftice, which are now fitting ; 
and all thefe fauntering people in black 
^owns, whom -you fuppofed to be engaged 
in the forms of religion, — are pleading ad- 
vocates, who would be very glad of a little 
employment in the forms of cheir own pro- 
fefiion. 

*' I cannot, however, but obferve to 
you, that the laws of this country arefound- 
ed on the principles of private fecurity and 
public happinefs; and are adminiftered 
widi great ability, as well as pure juftice. 
The praftitioners/ indeed, like thofe of 

A 2 every 
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every other country, are but this is 

a (iibjedt on which I cannot, at prefent, 
enlarge. » The particular member of our 
fraternity, who prcfides over this body of 
men, is the mod wicked, litigious and 
crafty Ipirit of our whole corps, and I 
would ratner rifk a quarrel with a fcore of 
my brother Demons, than with him. — I 
teally would not venture, on any account, 
to particularize even a cobweb in th|| hall, 
without his confent firfl had and 6btain* 
ed. However, as he has been very much 
©bilged by me, on fcveral occafions, I have 
not the kaft doubt but he will give me 
permiflion, at a future period, to eredl a 
little court of judicature of our own, with 
fufficient powers to try the lawyers them- 
felves, whom we may fummon to the bar. 
We will, therefore, for the prefent, quit this 
bufy fcene of human contention, and pafs 
-on to a place where all contention is at an 
end; — where the client, — the advocate, and 
the judge fleep together. 

'' This 
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•* This magnificent building," contmued 
Afinodeus, as they entered Weftminfter- 
Abbeyj " the folcmn beauty of whofc ar- 
chitefture, with the profufion of its mo* 
mimental fcuipture^ is fo calculated to in- 
fpire the contemplative mind with devout 
dioughts, is the royal Maufoleum of Great 
Britain, and a receptacle for the remains 
and memorials of g^eat men and eminent 
charaders. '' 

" I prcfume then,'* faid Don Cleofas, 
'* that they alone are permitted to moulder 
into, duft beneath this pavement, or to be 
celebrated on thefe walls, who have been 
pre-eminent for birth, talents, fcience or 
virtue; or whofe fuperior fervices have 
been thought to deferve the fepulchml 
eulogium of their country.'* 

•* That is not abfolutely the cafe,^ re- 
plied the Demon. ^ Vanity, you muft 
well know, is oftentimes fo very weak, as 
to extend its folly beyond the limits of 

A J life; 
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Irfe 5 and wealth can always connimand the 
pofthumous honour of a diftinguifticd 
grave. The very firft monument to the 
right of us, is of this kind. It covers the 
remains of a rich old man, and waserefled 
at the cxpcnce of his handfomc young wi- 
dow, whom he married about two years 
before his death. On the top of it you 
may fee an um, with a weeping Cupid be- 
fide it. If, indeed, the fculptor h^ made 
him laughing, it would have been more in 
charafter ; for before hischiflel could bring 
the urchin into fhape, to perfonate her for- 
row for her firft hufband, Ihe had fcMrocd 
one, of a better fort, in her own mould, 
with the afiiftance of a fecond. 

*^ The marble tablet, in the adjoining 
fpace, points out the grave of a country 
gentleman* and a Member of Parliament $ 
who, on account of fomcthing he did 
which was perfonally obnoxious. to the late 
King, was forbidden to appear atcowt; — 
but to fatisfy his wounded pride, he deter-^ 

mined 
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mined to attend his Majefty in this with- 
drawing room, where no Lord Chamber-* 
lain waits to refufe admittance. 

*^ Beneath the next ftone, repofe the 
afties of a wealthy brewer, whofe father 
drowned hinii'elf in a vat of his own beer, 
arfd was interred no one knows where. To 
wipe off this paternal difgrace, the fon re- 
ceived die honour of his prefent fepul- 
ture ; and each of his three grand-daugh* 
ters, who now fhare his fortune, wear a 
bracelet with the pidkure of their poor» dear 
grand -papa, who is buried in Weftmrnr 
fter- Abbey. It will, without doubt, make 
you laugh, when you are informed of their 
-being fo habituated to the honour of this 
circumftance, that one. of them has abfor 
lutely . . fefufed to marry a vei:y . amiable 
man, for no other reafon, but becaufe his 
father was not buried in a church: — For he 
was a brave officer, and found his grave 
where he loft his life, — in the field of 
battle. 

A4 *^Alit. 
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*' A litdc further on, a very fuperb mo 
numcnt ofFef s itfelf to our attention : — it 
perpetuates the memoiy of a man who 
made a very confiderablc figure in his 
day, and the ftatuc which forms a part of 
it, is a ftriking refemblance of him. His 
large fortune was like a plenteous foun- 
tain, whole various flreams were turned to 
every quarter where public benefit could 
be aided or adminiftered by them. What 
hofpital does not bear his name on its tab*- 
lets ? — What contributions were ever pro- 
pofed, to which he did not prefent a ready 
fubfcription? — What lift of benefaAions 
was ever publiihed, in which his generous 
bounty was not diftinf^ifhed ? — Where 
was the artift of merit t^hom he did not 
encourage ? — And gedtus was never re- 
commended to his protcAion in vain. 

** Nor was his tafte inferior to his bene- 
volence. His town-houfe was the temple 
«f elegance, and his country-feat exhibited 

aU the beauties that art and nature could 

« 

com- 


bine to produce; — wh e a fplendid hof- 
pitality was to be found in both. His 
drefs was the envy of fafhion, and his 
chariot rolled through the ftreets, to arrefl:> 
by it3 eclat, the attention of thofe who be- 
held it. But this was not all ; — ^his poor 
neighbours bleffed him as their benefactor, 
and fome of them were daily fed from his 
table. I muft, however, dilappoint your 
fenfibility, by informing you, that diis 
man's heart had not the leaft concern in 
the bufinefs of his life. He knew nothing 
of tendernefs or fympath^. One Ible prin- 
ciple or paflion, and a very powerful one 
it proved to him, governed all his adlions, 
and that was ojientation. He loved the 
homage, — the flattery, and the public at- 
tention which his conduft was fb well 
calculated to acquire. He never vifited 
the fecret cdrners of mifery, where hum- 
ble, bluftiing merit fits delpondcnt, and 
dares not tell its forrows. The trumpet^ 
as it were, proclaimed his good deeds, and 
all the pride of the Pharifee accompanied 

A5 )ys 
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his charitable offerings. The artift whom 
he rewarded, mnft found forth the praifes 
Cf his protedor ; and the man of genius 
muft offer the fulfome dedication to his 
patron, in return for his patronlfing favour. 
His hofpitality may be traced to the fame 
fburce, and all his varied elegance derived 
from the fame origin. They who afked 
favours of him in public, were feldom de- 
nied, — and they who fought his kindnefe 

in private, as feldom obtained their wiflies. 

* 

" Such was the fpirit of this fingular 
man; and, ftrangc as it may appear, while 
it encouraged him in extravagance, it faved 
him from ruin. It had a two-fold objedi, 
prefent eclat and pofthumous honour j — 
and the idea of leaving a large portion of 
his wealth to build a college that mi^t 
perpetuate his name, prevented him from 
intruding upon that fortune which was to 
form a fund for fuch an interefting pur- 
pofe« 

^« Tht 
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** The ftatuc you now fee was executed 
during his life, in order that the likenefs 
might be better afcertained, and was deC- 
tined by its original, to occupy a vefti- 
buleof the building which was to crown 
his fame. But with all his care and at- 
tention to this objeft, hi^^fthumous pro- 
jedl was difappointed by a legal decifion. 
His heirs oppofed the defign, — • Ibme par- 
ticular defeft in die expreflions of his will, 
were fo interpreted, as to favour their 
claim, and the law confirmed it; fo that 
ihe favourite objeft erf this man's life, the 
thought of whofe completion confoled, in 
fome meafure, his dying hours, was en- 
tirely defeated; and this ftatue, which 
was to have been the fubjeft of claffic 
orations, and to have received the grate- 
ful homage .of eleemofynary fcience, will 
be fufFered to moulder away in the niche 
of a fepulchral monument, inftead of gra- 
cing for ages, an emblematic pedeftal 
beneath the ftately dome of collegiate mag- 
nificence. 

A 6 '' Juft 
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" Juft bqrond, is a monument of fmall 
dimenfions, but elegant defign, and whofe 
only decorations are a mafk, a dagger and 
a wreath of laurel. Its infcription informs 
the reader that an adjoining grave enclofes 
the remains, of one of the moft celebrated 
aftreffes of the Britifti theatre. But the 
fine leflbns of virtue which ihe was wont 
to repeat on the ftage, did not influence 
her condu£t off it. She quitted her huf- 
band at an early period of her life, and 
lived witii another man to the clofe of it. 
This circumftance fo far prevailed over 
all her theatrical talents and perfonal ac« 
complifhments, as to keep her at a diftance 
from any fociety but of her own profef- 
fion. Death, however, feems to level the 
moral as well as civil diftindions, and Ihe 
and now fleeps undifturbed, with Queens, 
IXichefies and Dames of Honour. 

« At the foot of that pyramidical mar» 
ble, with an extinguilhed lamp on the top 
of it, lies an old maid of fortune aqfldif* 

tinflion* 
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tln£tion. Ic was her daily boaft that fhe 
had refufed fomc of the firft and hand- 
fomeft men in the kingdom j being deter- 
mined to live independent of that tyrant 
monfter called an hulband. Other evils 
however, overtook her, andattheage of 
forty-five, Ihe was afflifted with a dropfy, 
which, according to the report of the time, 
flie caught of her groom of the cha mbers. 
At the end of nine months, the diforcjer 
grew to fuch an height, as to require fur- 
gical aid ; and this chafte virgin abfolutely 
died under the operation. 

*' An urn profufely adorned with flow- 
ers, emblems of the tranfient pleafurcs of 
life, marks the fepulchre of one who was 
the vidim of them. His father died when 
he was very young, and a mother's foolifti 
indulgence encouraged him in all the ha- 
bits of felf-will, vanity and extravagance, 
till it was too late to deftroy them. While 
he was a child, the fervants had orders 
never to contradift him, and his precep- 
tor 
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tor vvas forbidden even to threaten any 
offence with punifliment. At the univer- 
fity he difdained all rule and reftraint ; he 
drefled well, drank hard, kept his hunters, 
and gave a very promifing profpeft of the 
part he would fill when he (hould enter 
upon the theatre of the towji. His fo- 
reign travels were produftive of no im- 
provenients but a fmattering of French, 
the manners of a dancing-mafler, and a 
lofs of all the little principle he carried 
with him. 

On his return home, he commenced the 
xharafter'of a fafhionable debauchee. — 
His houfe became a feraglio of every clafs 
of proftitutes j he had an artful procurefs, 
conftantly in his fcrvice^ and he employed 
his fortune, his time and his attentions, in 
varying the modes and inventing refine- 
ments of fenfual pleafure. His wealth was 
wafted iii purchafing theni, and his con- 
ftitution was ruined in the cxceffive enjoy- 
ment of them. At the age of thirty-one, 

he 
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he became the viftim of his follies ; and 
having left a thoufancj pounds to a club 
which he had himfelf inftituted, the mem- 
bers of it very generoufly voted a part of 
it to purchafe him a grave in this diftin- 
guilhed repoficory, and to eredt a monu- 
ment to his memory, whofe infcripcion 
kindly gives him eveiy virtue he did not 
poflefs. \ 

" That reclining figure Ibpported by 
an angel, reprefents a charafter who nriay 
be faid, in fome degree, to redeem the de- 
pravity of his worthlefs neighbour. He 
performed every private and public duty 
of life in a manner to gain the relpeft of 
men, and' the applaufe of Heaven, He 
employed his underftanding when he was 
young, to acqyire that knowledge, and 
poflefs himfelf of thofe qualifications, 
which would give utility and grace to his 
more advanced life. 

•' When he entered upon the theatre of 
Ae world, he confidercd that he had a 

part 
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part to aft, which it became him to per- 
form with honour to himfelf and advan- 
tage to fociety. He was a faithful huf- 
band, a kind parent, a fincere friend, and 
^humane man. As a companion, he was 
chearful and inftrudlivej as.afenator, firm 
and independent; as a magiftrate, jull 
without feverity ; and as a Chriftian, pious 
without oftentation. His failings he had 
laboured to correft and conceal, — ^they 
were known only to himfelf, and that 
all-feeing Power who will pafs them over 
to reward his virtues. To their reward 
he is gone -, and an only fon, who followed 
him with inexpreffible afflidion to his tomb, 
commanded this monument to be eredl- 
ed^ for the purpofe of recording thofc vir- 
tues which it is the obje(% of his life ta 
imitate. 

** Immediately to the left of us,** con- 
tinued the Demon, " a vaft expence of 
fculpture, and a long drain of infcriptive 
compliment^ has been thrpwn away upon 

the 
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the moft arrant fhrew that ever blafted the 
happinefs of matrimonial life, and who 
died from breaking a blood velTel^ as (he 
was venting her paflion againfl the bcft 
hufband in the world. That worthy man 
being alkcd by one of his friends con- 
cerning the motives which had induced 
him to be fo fplendid in decorating the 
grave ^of one who had fo cruelly embit- 
tered his days, replied, without hefitation, 
^ That it was the cuftom of all civilized 

* nations to bcftow on their enemies, who 
*. fell in batde, the rites of an honourable 

* iepulture/ 

*' But this fuperb monument," faid 
Don Cleofas, '^ in which all the (kill of 
the chifiel feems to have been exerted, has 
efcaped your notice. From the coftlincfe 
and variety of its decorations, fome one, 
I Ihould fuppofe, of fuperior rank or ex- 
cellence is interred beneath it.** " Your 
conjedure, my good friend,*' anfwered 
the Demon, *' is equally natural and er- 

roneous. 
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rODcous. The objeft of all this ufcleis 
parade was a low-born, ill-bred, and a 
very defpicable charader, who. raifed a 
confiderable fortune by all the pradices 
of legal villainy. Nor would his remains 
have been fuffered to difgrace the fpot 
where they lie, had not his heu" employed 
a fculptor, who being a near relation to 
the wife of a Prebendary of the church, the 
lady prevailed on ^ her hufband to obtain 
permiflion to proftitute this confecrated 
place, in order that her coufin might 
fecure a profitable job. » 

^' The mitre, the crofier and an ex- 
panded volume on the adjoining tomb, 
denote the ecclefiaftical rank of him who 
flecps bencatli. He was raifed, by a coat- 
bination of fortunate circumftances, from 
the loweft clafs^ priefthoodj to the high- 
eft dignity of the church. But neither a 
fenfe of his humble origin, nor the doc* 
trines of that religion it was his duty not 
only to teach but to praftife, could preferve 

him 
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him from 'rendering his dignity odious by 
haughty dememour, exterior pomp, and 
private avarice. JHis charadler is divided 
between pride and meannefs j and though 
the former might have been wounded at 
the refleftion that one of his female rela- 
tions was a fcrvant in a public charity, 
near the place of his refidence, the latter 
would not fufFer him to place her in a bet- 
ter and more honourable ftation. They 
are, however, both gone where the dif- 
tinftiohs of this world are at an end 5 and 
as the Bilhop cannot travel to Heaven in 
his coach and fix, I am rather of opinion, 
that the .poor neglefted woman ^eiU get 
there before him. 

'* Juft beyond the Bifliop, the remain!^ 
of a well-known miier are honoured with 
the mockery of a coftly fcpulchre. The 
extravagance of his whole life, and it was 
a very long one, did not equal the expence 
of the marble which covers him. The 

cor* 
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cornucopias that adorn it, are not the em- 
blems of his charader, but of the profufion 
with which his wealth is now lavifhed 
away. The young man who was his heir, 
and erefted this elegant memorial to his 
benefador, is living in all the extrava- 
^ gance of falhionable life. In a very Ihort 
time his cornucopia will be exhaufted 

• 
" The blue ftone in the pavement, with 

a coat of arms engraved on it, marks the 
burying place of a jc^ial younger bro* 
ther, of good family, whofe frequent liba- 
tions to the God of Wine^ haflened his 
retreat from the world. He was ufed to 
juftify his intemperance by the declaradoni 
that whenever he went to bed fober, he 
never failed to dream of the Devil : fo 
that the apprehenfion of this nodumal 
vifion configned him, at an early period^- 
to that place of rcpofc where no dreams 
will infcft his flumbers. 

« One 
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** One might be dilpQfed to think that 
this vaft difplay of military trophies 
crowned the gate of an arfcnal. They are, 
however, as yoii fee, appropriated to a 
different purpofe, and adorn the tomb of a 
general officer in the Britifti fervice. The 
. infcription tells you that his regiment per- 
formed wonders in Germany, and that to 
its extraordinary exertions and unparalleled 
bravery, on a particular occafion, a very 
complete viftory was obtained for its coun* 
try. But it does not tell, that, while his 
regiment was fuffering extreme hardftiips 
abroad, he was living in great comfort at 
home on the pay of it» 

*' That urn, with a ferpent twining 
round it, perpetuates the memory of a 
very celebrated phyfician. He pradbifed, 
for many years, inong the firft people of 
this metropolis, with great fuccefs and 
reputation ; his death, however, was occa- 
fioned by a medicine which he prefcribed 
for himfelf : fo that the line of the Latin 

poet 
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poet may be wtll applied to this difcipit 
q{ JE/cidapius: 

* Non profuat Domino, ^u» profont omnibtts at^M.* 

*' The tablet before us, adorned with a 
lyre, entwined with laurel, is facred to the 
memory of a man whofe fuperior talcnt$ 
qualified hirti for the higheft ftation, while 
the fimplicity of his charadler and the 
goodnefs of his heart, kept him in the 
loweft. Having been cheated out of a 
Ihiall patrimony, he was obliged to de- 
pend for fupport by becoming a drudge of 
the prefs. But as his earnings were hut 
little, and his improvidence great, he lived 
in a comparative ftate of penury; and 
when he died, did not leave fufficient to 
procure him a decent burial : nor could 
one bookfeller be found of the many who 
had profited by his labours, to fave him 
from the difgrace of a parochial intennent. 
But the bafe infenfibility of thofc men who 
had gained by felling his works, was re- 
deemed by the pious benevolence of many 
p, who 


who. had received pleafure from reading 
them. A gentleman of known humanity 
and learning, being informed of this ca- 
lamitous example of indigent genius, im- 
mediately commenced a fubfcription, 
which, in a few hours, was fufficient to 
give to departed merit an honourable 
grave in this place ; and to infcribe a mar* 
ble with that name, which will live when 
the marble itfelf is mouldered into duft. 

r 

** At the foot of the oppofite pillar, a 

fmall ftone, which is fcarce diftinguifliabU 

from the reft of the pavement, marks the 

grave of a man of good family, who re- 

Horedan encumbered fortune by marrying 

the heirefs of a very wealthy merchant. — 

She had, indeed, qualities of a more lading 

nature than riches, for they now fupport 

her in poverty. Her hulband was fenfible 

of her merit, and attached to her perfon ; 

but he loved play, and, in a few years, 

was entirely ruined* This amiable woman, * 

however, who had forefeen what might 

happen. 
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happen, had contrived to cconomife about 
five thoufand pounds^ and when he un- 
folded his ruined iituation, fhe told him 
of the little provifion ihe had made; and 
fuggefted that by turning all their move- 
ables into money, there was yet fufficient 
to give comfort to retired life. He cm- 
braced her with the mod grateful affec- 
tion, promiied to arrange matters for their 
immediate departure into the country, and 
received her little hoaidcd trcafure to depo- 
nt at a banker's. He left her in comfort, 
and while flic looked forward with plea- 
fure to that tranquillity t^rhich flie had 
never enjoyed in the faihionable world, 
flie indulged herfelf with the hope, that 
being at a diflance from the fedudtions of 
the town, the underftanding and amiable 
qualities of her hufband would recover 
their tone,— -and that they Ihould live hap- 
pier together beneath a wooded hill, in 
!Dcvonfliire, than in Cavendifli Square.— 
He had promifed to come back imme- 
diately i but dinner waited, and he did not 

return^ 


XNENCLAND. Sj 

return ; fupper was Relayed, but he did 
not appear; midtiight arrived, and he 
was ftill abfent. The poor afflifted lady 
dreaded what fhe thought the worft, but 
worfe than that happened. — Inftead of 
carrying the unexpeded prefent his wife 
had made him to a place of fccurity, the 
imprudent man went to the gaming-houfe, 
with the mad hope of reftoring his affairs 
by one fuccefeful effort ; — and that fail- 
ing, — he attempted to return home, — but 
defpair met him on the way, and he died 
by his own hand* 

" And is it poffible that the remains of 
a fuicidc," faid Don Cleofas, "is per- 
mitted in this country to moulder in con- 
fecrated earth?" ** The law,*' anfwered 
Afmodeus, *' not only forbids fuch an in- 
dulgence, but condemns the corpfe of the 
offender to be buried in the public way, 
and in the mod ignominious manner. The 
Judge and Jury, however, who are ap- 
pointed on fuch occafions, contrive, in ge- 
VoL. ly. B neral. 
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neral, to fatisfy their confciences, by re- 
folving fuch afts, e/pecially when they are 
committed by pcrfons of faftiion or for- 
tune, into the efFefts of lunacy ; which 
being an affli6tion of God, cannot be con- 
ftrued into a crime, and therefore, allows 
of honourable fepulcure. At the fame 
timCj it becomes me, in juftice, to obferve, 
that this evafion of the law does not pro- 
ceed from any contempt of it, but a falfe 
notion of humanity that fuperfedes it. — 
This country is fuppofed, though, by the 
bye, very erroneoufly, to prefent more 
examples of fuicide than any other;— • 
but be that as it may, if a fclf-murderer of 
high rank, fliould, for once, be buried in 
the high-way, with all the difgraceful cir- 
cumftances commanded by^thc law, the 
crime in queftion would not, I believe, be 
heard of for fome time to come. 

** On the other fide of the fame pillar, 
lies a gallant young officer, who fhould 
have died, for his honour^ in the field of 

battlejt 
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battle, but he fell inglorioufly in a duel, 
which arofe from a difpute in a common 
brothelj about a woman of the town, 

** That coronet which graces the centre 
of a pediment, fupported by columns of 
coloured marble, informs us that fome de- 
ceafed perfon, of noble rank, claims the 
honour of the monument which it is de- 
figned to decorate. He received alfb a 
premature death from an ignoble hand. 

^' He was a nobleman of antient name 
and large eftate ; — on entering into life, he 
made a very wife refolution to avoid the 
gaming table ; and from a violent love of 
play, was, in a few years, obliged to put 
his eftate to nurfe, and to allow himfelf no 
more than a fourth part of the revenues, 
'till it was freed from its oppreffive incum- 
brances. His Lordlhip then formed ano- 
ther wife relblution, which was to live 
with economy, — to make the re-eftablilh- 
ment of his fortune the principal obje6t of 

Bz his 
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his life, and, at all events, to prefervc his 
independence. But it fo happened, that, 
in a very fhort time, his embarraffments 
were fo increafed, and his referved revenue 
fo reduced, that he was glad to obtain an 
appointment to a profitable poft under go- 
vernment. But. his refolutions were not 
always broken, for he had made one, which 
was never to fuiFer himfelf to be robbed on 
the high -way ; and that, at leafl, he main- 
tained with a manly fpirit ; for after hav- 
ing killed two highwaymen, who Hopped 
his chaife on Hounflow-Heath, he ^vas 
himfelf fhot by a third. 

*^ In that baflb relievo,'' continued the 
Demon, *^ you muft obferve the figure of 
Liberty, with a lion couched by her fide, 
and the Roman fafces, entwined with a 
civic wrc ath, at her feet. Thefe emblems 
decorate the tomb of a man who made 
himfelf known byaffedling the charadcr 
of fuperior patriotifm. 

« He 
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- " He was born to a large fortune, and 
educated with all the advantages which his 
llation might be thought to demands A 
public fchool and the univerfity prepared 
him for foreign travel, and u tour, through 
the principal parts of Europe, fitted him 
for the world. Among other excellent 
qualifications v/hich he had acquired to 
grace his early career, he pofleffed a very 
ftrong propenfity to play, and in the indul- 
gence of it, foon loaded, with no trifling 
incumbrance, the patrimony which his an- 
ceftors had left him. A fortunate marri- 
age, however, in fbme meafure, reftored 
his affairs, and a fecond Hymen entirely 
relieved them ; when, happening to be bit 
by a mad politician, he commenced pa- 
triot, harangued in public, fomented op- 
pofition to minifters in private, fubfcribed 
• liberally to the fupport of all anti-mini- 
fterial aflfociations, and announced his 
principles as founded on Roman virtue 
and Spartan fimplicity. Neverthelefs, 
this mirror of undefiled patriotifm, was 

B "i member 
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member of a gaming club, would play at 
whift for fifty pounds a corner, and fuffer- 
ed his wife to roll about, a painted, fantaflic 
figure, in the moft gsaidy vi^-d-vis in town. 
A paralytic ftroke put an end to his a6live 
exertions in the caufe of freedom ; but his 
widow ftill continues a firm friend to every 
branchVf ^^*^^V likerty. 

* If beauty, — if innocence, if rare ta- 

* lents and fuperior knowledge, — if all the 

* winning graces of exterior manners, — if 

* all the accomplilhments of polifhed life, 

* heightened by gentlenefs, humility and 

* benevolence, could have turned afide the 

* dart of fate, this marble would not have 
' told Amelia's virtues, and forced the la- 

* menting figh from all who read its melan- 

* choly record of them/ 

*^ Such* is the inlcriptiori which interefts 
the fympathetic paflenger, as he looks on 
the beautiful monument immecjiately be- 
fore us. It has been lately ereded to per- 
petuate 
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petuate the memory of a young lady, who 
died in the South of France, by a fond and 
doating father, who was fo blinded by his 
afFe6tion for this darhng child, that he 
never fufpedted the intrigue (he carried on 
with his valet de chambre, before (he was ^ 
feventeen i and that an improvident u(e of 
cofmetics, made him childlefs before (he 
was twenty. 

** That fmall oval of black marble, 
with a white e(cutcheon upon it, beneath 
the window, fanftifies the memory of a 
virgin lady, whofe brave contempt of 
death, might elevate her to rank with 
the moft heroic of her fex. 

'^ She was not, by any means, eminent 
for beauty, but was confidered as the fineft 
dancer of the time in which (he lived.— 
It is, therefore, almoft fuperfkious to add, 
that (he was extremely fond of that polite 
ekercife, from whence (he derived (uch 
univerfal admiration. But having re* 

B 4 ceived 
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ceivcd an hurt in her right foot, from: 
treading on a nail, (he inflamed the wound 
to fuch a degree, by dancing three flic- • 
cefliYC nights, that a mortification took 
pkce, and the cpnfulting furgeons decla- 
red it to be their opinion, that nothing but 
an amputation of die limb could preferve 
her life. On this alarming circumftance 
being communicated to the lady, fhe fum- 
moned fcveral of her neareft relations and 
beft friends to her bed -fide ; and with great 
calmhefs informed them, that as her prin- 
cipal confequence and pleafure in life had 
been derived from the ufe of both her legs, 
Ihe would much rather die than fubmit to 
the lofs of one of them. This refblution 
ihe maintained in fpitc of every remon- 
ftrance; and^ in a ihort time, that mailer 
of the ceremonies, called Death, con- 
duced her to make one of his aflembly 
in this place. 

" The monument juft beyond, which 
is. enriched with all the various emblems 

of 


of - jurifprudence, perpetuates the name of 
a man, who may, with great jufticc, be 
conlidered as a phcenomenon of his age and 
country ; for it is an abfolute fadl, that he 
pradlifcd the law near forty years, and clo- 
fed his life in his perfeft mind, and with an 
untroubled confcience/* *'His remains," 
anfwered Don Cleofas, '* may be with 
great propriety depofited in this place :— 
But the monument which relates his vir- 
tues, and incites pofterity to follow his ex- 
ample, fliould have been erefted in Weft- 
minfter-Hall> inftead of Wcftminftcr- 
Abbey.'' 

" Your obfcrvation," replied the De- 
mon, " is equally fhrewd and juft; but I 
fliould fuppofe that you are, by this time, 
completely fatisfied,. if not fatigued, with 
your vifit to the tombs. I will, therefore, 
juft give you a glimpfe of the ghofts which 
occupy fome of them, and we will then pro- 
ceed to renew our obfcrvations in the living 
world/' He had no fooner ipoken, than 

B 5 Don 
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Don Cleofas beheld, though not without 
fbmealarm, a great number of phantoms 
clad in the apparel of death, and wandering 
about the different parts of the church, 

** I obfer\^,'' faid the Count, '' a ghoft, 
as* I (hould imagine, of fome one, who 
when he bid adieu to life, left fome exalted 
flation in it. He ftill pfeftrves an air of 
fuperior dignity, and is regarding witli 
profound attention, a fupefb monument^ 
which I fhould judge, from its coftly mag- 
nificence, to have been erefted rather as a 
memorial of fome great national event, 
than as a tribute of honour to any parti- 
cular individual, however diftinguifhed by 
rank or fortune." " Your conje6tures," 
anfwered Afmbdeus, *^ are perfedlly well 
direfted. That is the ghoft of one of the 
greateft men who ever appeared on the 
theatre of the world. He was, for fome 
timt, the mihifter of this couhtry j and, 
during his adriiiniftration, by the exertion 
ofhiis fuperior talents, and, without devi- 
ating. 
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ating, for a moment, from the exalted 
courfc of patriotic integrity which he had 
marked out for himfelf, he raifed the Bri- 
tiih name to an height of glory, which 
dimmed the fplcndour of the brighteft pe- 
riods of the world. 

'* But the bafe ambition of inferior 
men, who could not brook the inflexible 
fuperiority of his charadler, aided by the 
powers of fadlion, party and corruption, 
forced him, as it were, from the helm, and 
endeavoured to cloud the luftre of his great 
name, when he withdrew indignant to 
that retirement in which he clofed his ve- 
nerable life. On his death, the represen- 
tative wifdom of the nation voted his re- 
mains a public burial, among its kings 
in this place, and eredled that fuperb mo- 
nument to his memory, as a magnificent 
memorial of its gratitude for the fervices. 
he had done, and the glory he had acqui- 
red for his country. That monument he 
now contemplates, — and derives from 

B 6 thence 
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thence the confolation of his prefent 
ftate/* 

*^ But I fee a little phantom,'* faid the 
Count, " buftling about from one part 
of the. church to the other, and occa- 
fionally addrefling himfelf to fome one 
or other of his brother fpirits/' 

** That is," anfwered Afmodeus, " the 
ghofl of a comedian, and the mod ce- 
lebrated aftor that ever appeared on 
the Britifh ftage. His profefiional merit 
was very tranfcendant ; and his vanity 
kept pace with-it. Nay, that paflion, 
if I may ufe a bold metaphor, continues 
to live with him in death ; and, at the 
feafon when departed fouls are permitted 
to communicate with each other, his fole 
employment is to enquire of the newly ar- 
rived ghofts, if they can inform him when 
the monument will be finifhed that is to 
be crcdcd to his memory. 


€€ 
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** That huge fpedhre, whofe air and gait 
mark no common difcompofure, was a 
colofius of human literature, whofe ta- 
lents and writings have ranked him among 
the firft names of his country. But he 
has jufl been informed^ that a lady^ at 
whofe houfe he was for many years a fre- 
quent gueft, has, from a mod unpardon-- 
able vanity, written and pubUfhed me- 
moirs of her friend ; in which fhe de- 
fcribes him as a monfter of abfurdiiy^ in 
order to prove that he was, according to 
her own expreflion, the firji of perijhabk 
lyings. 

*' The ghoft who is lookmg with fo 
much attention at his own monument 
near the door, was a very fad fellow in 
his day ; and as he reads the laboured eu- 
logium of thole virtues which he never 
poffefled, he (hakes his head, and fays to 
himfelf, ^ What liars thefc tomb-ftones 

arcr 
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^* There is another Spirit/* faid Doit 
Cleofas, ** who fcems to be adluated by 
(imilar fentiments ; for he looks up to a 
very elegant monument in a manner as 
if the objcft does not afford him any par- 
ticular fatisfaftion/' ** It was, nevertlje- 
lefe," anfwered Afmodeus, " erefted to do 
him honour. He was an author of great 
merit ; but> from an habitual inattention 
to the common affairs of life, he fuffered 
the various viciflitudes of it, and died from 
an intemperate indulgence of extreme 
hunger. His prefent melancholy opinioa 

ft 

is, that, if his friends and admirers had 
given him the money when alive, which 
they have expended upon his tomb, he 
ihould, at this time, have been a living 
fubftance, . inftead of a departed fhade/* 

. « But I fee three ghofts," faid the 
Count, *^ who feem to be holding a 
mournful conference together, ' beneath the 
arch to the left of us." ** They are," an- 
fwered the Demon, ** the fucceffive huf- 

bands 
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bands of the fame Woman^ who made no 
diftindtion between them, but behaved with 
equal duty, afFedlion and tendemefs to them 
all. She abfolutely broke the hearts of 
the firft and fecond ; and the third, hurry- 
ing from his chamber in the dark, to avoid 
the tempeft of her tongue, fell down flairs, 
and broke his neck. They are now mu- 
tually expreffing their hopes, that when 
the amiable woman dies, (he may not be 
buried in this church: — They are afraid of 
her even in the grave. 

*' That phantom which appears to be 
watching the door, is influenced by a very 
different fentiment. He has not been long 
an inhabitant of this place; and, during 
his laft illnefs, his beautiful young wife 
attended hiiyi with fuch affedkionate care, 
and feemed to be fo extremely grieved at his 
approaching fate, that every one who faw 
her, apprehended the truth of her own 
frequent declaration, — that Ihe fliould not 
long furvive an hufband fhe adored, and 

whole 
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whofe laft moments were at once foothed 
and diflreficd by that idea. He has, 
therefore, been continually expefting the 
arrival of her ftiade ; but his cxpeftations 
will not be quickly fatisfied : — Like the 
Dame of Ephcfus, Ihe has already found a 
confolation for his lofs in the arms of ano- 
ther hulband. 

" And now," added, the Demon, *' we 
will take our leave of thefe Ihadowy inha- 
bitants of the tomb, and return to that 
bufy fcene of life which, after all, is little 
more than the road to it/* 


CHAP. 


I N S N G L A N D. 4f\ 


CHAT. XIV- 


The Devil upon Tw« Sticks and Don 
Cleofas vijit feveral of the faJkionabU 
Morning Lounges^ isfc. isfc* 

AS they entered the Park, they faw an 
old man, in a red coat, of a very lin- 
gular phyfiogonomy, looking from a win- 
dow. *' That perfon," faid the Demon, 
** is well worth your attention -, and as we 
pafs, I would recommend you to caft a 
glimpfe of obfervation towards him. He 
has been the caufe of a great deal of po- 
pular buftle and confufion in his day. 

<* Without any real virtue^ — nay, with 
a charadler notorious for profligacy, — . 
with abilities, which acquired reputation 

rather 
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rather from the daring manner in which 
they were .employed, than from their own 
ftrength ; and at a time when he had dif- 
fi pared his fortune and was loaded .with 
debts, — he raifcd himfclf into importance 
by his political writings againft an' unpo- 
pular minifter 3 and the violent profecu- 
tion which he fufFercd, as the author of 
them, made him the moft popular man in 
the kingdom. The whole ftrength of mi- 
nifterial power was exerted againft him ; 
and though he felt the vengeance of the 
law, he was confoled by the regard of the 

pcu^iC, aiiu oiLCl a luii^ cuuiiC i/i uiiii\.uiwjr 

and obftrudlion, obtained the final vidlory. 
Nay, he had conduced himfelf with fo 
much art and underftanding, as to per- 
fuade a great part of the people that their 
welfare was connected with his welfare; 
and, that their liberty depended on his li- 
berty. His debts, therefore, to a confi* 
dcrable amount, were paid by public fub- 
fcription; — he'was returned to Parliament 
by great majorities ; androfe through the 

quick- 
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. quickened gradations of inferior office, to 
the chief magiftracy of the metropolis. 

** But when this llrange fury of the 
people began to fubfide, and their reafon 
recovered its ufual ftate of tranquil reflec- 
tion, the idol appeared no Jongcr worthy 
of the idolatry; — the mafk of patriotifm 
no longer hid the lurking form of felf- 
intereft, and he was making faft into neg-* 
left and poverty, when the death of his 
parliamentary colleague occaiioned Tome 
popular circumftances, which brought 
him, for a moment, to fomething of his 
iformer importance ; and he did not fail 
to employ die fortunate occafion for his 
advantage. A popular lucrative office at 
this time became * vacant, which he was 
clefted to fill ; and as he executes its du- 
ties with attention and fidelity, he will, 
probably, enjoy it to the end of his days. 
They, indeed, are now drawing nigh to a 
period that his enterprifing fpirit and won- 
derful 
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cjerful .fertility of refource will not ena- 
ble him to protraft. 

t " Though mankind have long known 
t^e fecret of his charafter, yet, as he has 
been the inftrumcnt of fome public good, 
and has, at times, fuffcred feverely for 
the caufe which he efpoufcd, they, in 
general, confider him with a kind of 
friendly complacency, and are rather dif- 
pofed to promote, than oppofc the prefent 
fupport of his declining life. While he^ 
houfed as it were from the (torm, regards, 
the people whom he has duped, with fen- 
timents of gratitude, rather than thofe of 
contempt. At the fame time, he beholds 
nothing, on a review of his life, which 
can beget a momentary wifh in his breads 
that when the curtain drops, the drama may 
not be concluded for ever. Having lived 
without any very ff rong propcnfity to be- 
lieve that there is a God in this world, 
the worthy gentleman is, by no means, 

inclined 
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inclined to fuppofe, that there is a Devil 
in the next." 


<€ 
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On that queftion," faid the Count, 
I fhallnot attempt to fpeculate: — My 
attention is, at prefent, better engaged ; 
and I Ihail requeft you to fatisfy it, by 
informing me concerning the three gentle- 
men who are fauntering towards ws, and 
whofe ftars and ribbons proclaim their fu- 
perior rank and diftinftion.'* 

*' They are," anfwered Afmodeus, ^^ a 
trio of very amiable noblemen, who occu- 
py pofts of honour about the pcrfon of the 
King. There muft be men for all Ra- 
tions, — minifters to conduct the public 
affairs,— divines to rule the church, — 
fcddiers and faiiors, — lawyers and phyfi- 
cians, — citiziens and courtiers: — thefe 
Lords are fortunately of the latter deno- 
mination, and do honour to their employ^ 
ments. Indeed, their brains are formed for 
no better purpofe than to evaporate in the 

chit- 
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chitchat of a levee, or the ceremonies of 
a drawing-room. 

^* The converfation of the two pcrfons 
Handing between the trees, to the right of 
us/' faid the Demon, ** is of a very lingu- 
lar nature. It is a noble Lord and his 
fon, who arc forming a little domeftic ar- 
rangement, that manifefls the very pleafant, 
unreftrained manner in which thefe near 
relations live together. You muft know 
then, that they ar^ both of them, fond of 
the fame woman -, and they are now adlu- 
ally engaged in fettling the nights of their 
refpeftiyc vifits to her, that they may, in 
future, have no apprehenfions of any auk* 
ward interruption from each other.** 

'' Do you fee a tall lady juft before us,** 
faid Afmodeus, ** with a fry of children 
about her?*' '* Mod certainly I do,*' 
anfwered the Count j " Ibme happy mother 
1 fuppofe, who is at once giving exercife, 
health and pleafure to her charming little 

family/' 
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family." " She may be a mother in good 
time/' replied Afmodeus ; '* but at pre- 
fent the lady is a pure, and to fay the truth, 
almoft a ftale virgin: Nay flie is, at this 
moment, making love with all her might. 
As you fee no young man or indeed any 
thing like a man, within reach of her, you 
may not very readily conceive the pradi- 
cability of the bufmefs ; but though none 
of the children are Cupids, they adlually 
ferve the piffpofe, at prefent, of the little 
God of foft defire. 

** I muft inform you then, that this 
lady is of a noble family, and has been 
employed in the fervice of the Court, from 
whence flic derives an handfome penfion, 
and where Ihe is fuppofed to poffefs fome 
degree of confidential regard. Now, as 
her ladyftiip is advancing rather haftily 
.toward the middle ftage of life ; and as 
it has been a growing opinion with her, 
that there is no real comfort but fuch as 
proceeds from an happy matrimonial efta- 

. blilh- 
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blifliment,— (he has, of late, turned her 
thoughts, with more than ufual anxiety, to 
that important objcdt. Accordingly, un- 
der the influence of diis encreafing propen- 
fity, fhe has taken it into her head that a 
worthy and wealthy Earl, who is the 
widowed father of thefe children, would 
make her a moft excellent hulband ; and 
fhe k now employing all her arts, to put 
it into his head, that (he would make him 
a moft excellent wife. For this purpofe, 
but under the pretext of her having been 
the friend of their late mothef , — fhe daily 
fends for the younger part of his family, 
whom file careffcs, inftruds, and, in a great 
mcafure, governs. In fhort, from the 
manner in which fhe condufts herfelf 
towards them, fhe appears to poffefs 
fo large a (hare of the maternal virtues, 
that the father of the children, according 
to her original wilh, will fhortly take it 
into his head to make her the mother of 
them.*' 
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^ But with what cruel violence," ex- 
claimed Don Cleofas, *' has that poor 
gentleman been juft thrown from his 
horfe !" '^ It is a very fevere fall indeed,'* 
faid the Demon \ "but vrith all your ten- 
dernefs of difpoHtion^ I have my doubts^ 
when you come to know the real caufe of 
this difafter, whether you will be very 
much difpofed to pity him.". ** Misfor- 
tunes," replied the Count, *' be they what 
they may, — ^and from whatever fourcc 
they may proceed, have a natural claim to 
the feelings of humanity." *' Though I 
do not perfeftly ;^grcc with my friend," 
faid Afmodcus, *' I fhall not difpute with 
Jiim on the fubjei5t, but relate the lingular, 
and, in my mind, the ridiculous caufe of 
that misfortune which has happened in our 
fight. 

^* The unfortunate gentleman who has 

juft been difmounted in fuch a difagree- 

able manner, from his palftey, is a very 

worthy man of fortune, who is bleflcd by 

Vol. IV. C nature 
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nature with an admirable conftitutioii, 
which a ftrange infatuation that pofleffes 
him, has long been endeavouring to de- 
ftroy; not, indeed, by intemperance in 
wine or women, nor from ftady or hazard- 
ous exercifcs, but, which you will fcarcc 
believe, from a rage of taking phyfic— 
Altho'his health is without a demand upon 
the apothecary's fhop, all his aftions are, 
more or Icfs, influenced by a medicinal 
regimen which is now become the rule 
of his life. He empties a certain num- 
ber of phials every day at ftated periods, 
and on the regularity of thefe medicinal 
meals, for they deferve no better name, 
all his comforts and enjoyments depend.— 
Any little irregularity in taking his allotted 
draught, will affliA him with no com- 
mon vexation ; but if from any ftrange 
combination of events, there fhould be an 
accidental omiflion of it, nothing can re- 
medy the fevere misfortune, but the blcf- 
cd afliftance of a confultation of phyficians. 

Some 
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*' Some very ridiculous circumftances 
have happened to him from this ftrange 
propenfity to drugs ; and, for your amufe- 
men£, I will relate three or four of them • 

^^ He once paid his addrefles to a verjr 
handfome young woman, and matters were 
fo far arranged between them, that the 
writings were almoft compleated ; when, 
one fine morning, he put an end to the 
bufinefs, in a moft violent rage, becaufe 
the lady told him, that he fmelt like an 
apothecary's Ihop. — He was obliged, not 
many months ago, to pay a confiderable 
fum, in order to hulh a profecution which 
had been commenced againft him, by an 
apothecary's apprentice, whom he had 
beaten in a very unmerciful manner, for 
having, by miftake, tied the labels of the 
morning draughts, on the phials which 
contained his evening medicine. 

" Indeed, fuch is his thirft after what 
is the general averfion of mankind, that 

C 2 he 
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he cannot refift the temptation of taking 
m edicine of any kind, which he nnay oc- 
cafionally meet with. Hence it is, that he i$ 
conflant yiiitor to his indifpofed and fick 
friends j and as others frequently vifit peo- 
ple for the fake of their dinners or their 
winCj he goes to fee his acquaintance for 
the fake of their phyfic. During the laft 
winter, however, in one of his luxurious 
attendances in a fick chiamber, he was 
thought to have taifcen his laft draught. — 
He could not refift the temptation of a 
medicine he faw on a table, by the bed- 
fide of a gentleman, who was cruelly af- 
flicted with the ftone j and, unluckily, it 
proved a very ftrong dofc of laudanum, 
from whofe narcotic effeds he was with 
difficulty recovered. 

" Nor is this all : — He fpeaks of me- 
dicinal compounds with the air, and in 
the tone of fcience. Nor will you hear a 
pro jfeffed connoiffeur talk with more im- 
portance, affe^ftation, or delight of the 

fine 
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fine arts, than he does of the various me- 
rits of Galenical compofitions. In a tour 
he made, during the laft fummer, his 
travelling medicinal cheft being exhaufted, 
he was obliged to have recourfe to the apo- 
thecary of a provincial town, whofe me- 
dicines gave him fuch entire fatisfaftion, 
that he made him a prefent of a bank-note, 
on account of his fuperior tafte and genius 
in medical chemiftry. 

. " On his return from this morning's 
ride, the Horfe-Guards clock informed 
him, that it was ten minutes after the regu- 
lated time for his noon-tide draught. He, 
therefore, forced his horfe into uniifual 
• fpeed, and the confequence of his hade 
has been the accident which we have juft 
witneffed. In order to hurry home, for 
thepurpofe of taking medicine which he 
did not want, he has received a fliock, 
which will render the application of it 
abfolutely necpflary for feveral months to 
come- He has, however, this confolation, 

C 3 that 
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that his phyfic will now, at leaft, be of 
fome fervice to him." 


'' When he dies/' faid Don Cleofas, 
fmiling, " the apothecaries, I truft, will 
creft, a monument to fuch a rare bene- 
factor. — But here are objeds more at- 
tract ive ; and I cannot pafs by -that charm- 
ing little woman in a blue bonnet, with- 
out a partial obfervation. Belides, fhe 
is not content with difcovering one of the 
lovelieft faces I ever faw, but has arranged 
her lower garments in fuch a manner, as 
to difplay a foot and ancle of the moft al- 
luring proportions.' 


99 


*' She is>" anfwered the Demon, "an 
tmhappy female, who,* like many of her 
fex, has experienced that beauty, which is 
fuch a general objedl of defire and envy, 
may, fometimes, prove to be a very great 
misfortune indeed, to thofe who poflefs 
it. — She is of a very good family — ran 
away with A young officer when (he was 

iix- 
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fixtecn, and having lived fix months hap- 
pily, and four years miferably with him, 
he took an opportunity of going to the 
Eaft-Indies, and died during the voyage. 
As he left her without fupporty flie was 
obliged to return to her mother, who had 
retired to live on a fmall* jointure, in a 
diftant part of the k'ngdona. 

» 

" While this lady lived with her huf- 
band in all the gaiety of the metropolis, 
flie attrafted the . notice, and inflamed the 
defires of a nobleman, notorious for his 
libidinous paflions, and the difgraceful 
manner in which he indulges them. — 
While, however, the hufband was prefcnt, 
his Lordlhip's prudence, or, perhaps, his 
fears, kept him b^ck from forming any 
plan to feduce this lovely objedt of his 
brutal habits ; but no fooner was he in- 
formed that fhe had taken refuge in a 
maternal roof, than he contrived a projedl 
to feduce her from thence ; and a woman 
whom he fupported, for fimilar purpofes, 

C4 was 
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was the Ihamelefs agent of the infernal dci- 
fign. 

*^ For this purpofe, (he Was furniflied 
with all the requifite exterior of a widow 
of genteel fortune, and fent down in that 
fiditious charader, to the town in Wales, 
where the young lady and her mother re- 
fidcd; On her arrival (he took thebeft 
apartments the place afforded, foon con- 
trived to introduce • hcrfclf to their ac- 
quaintance, and by the particular atten- 
tions (he paid, and the kindnefs^ fhc 
fliewed them, won fo far upon their re- 
gard> as to become their infeparable com- 
panion and bofom friend. Fabricated let- 
ters were exprefsly written from London ; 
and every other art employed to fupporc 
her importance, and give this infamous 
pander of her profligate mafter, the ap- 
pearance of every thing (lie was not. 

** After remaining a few months in the 
country, the time approached when fhe 

muft 
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muft return to town. It was now become 
a very cafy matter to perfuadc the young 
lady to accompany her to pafs the winter 
in London,-^nor did it prove a matter of 
any great difficulty to gain the mother's 
confent to fuch an arrangement. Accord- 
ingly, they fet out for the capital , and du- 
ring the journey, the thoughtlcfs vi<Sim 
was prepared for the facrifice, by the art- 
ful converfation, and infidious jnanoeuvrcs 
of the beldame who condudled her. 

" On their arrival in town, they pro- 
ceeded to the pretended houfe of this wo- 
man's brother, who was a partner in the 
contrivance, and which was nothing better 
than a notorious brothel. For prudential 
reafpns^ and under Ibme ready pretence, 
that place was immediately exchanged for 
lodgings, and there bis impatient Lordlhip 
was fiHl introduced, as the molt amiable 
of men, to this devoted beauty. The bu« 
finefs, however, was not fo eafily convi 
pleated as he Jiad been noade to expedt i 

C 5 wd 
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and it was not till after a fuccelTion of an« 
tifice had been employed, which a Devil 
of honour Kke myfelf cannot think of 
without abhorrence, that Ihe could be per*^ 
fuaded to fubmit herfelf to his dcfires^ 

^' But this noble feducer is mean in 
the indulgence of his. leading paflians^ and 
a very niggard even in purchafing his fa- 
vourite pleafures. He had already ex- 
pended a film of money which he had never 
before rilqued on a fimilar occafion, ta 
bring this unhappy woman ta his arms 
and when he found reluftance in her ena?- 
braces, and heard repentance in her fighs^ 
he curfed his extravagant bargain, and left 
her for thofe willing and uncoftly proftl- 
tutes*. which are better adapted to the pe- 
nurious principles of his feraglio. Nor 
was it till after a long feries of application 
in every form, and till ihe was reduced to 
fomething like extreme diftrefs, that he 
feot her a fupply fcarce fufficient to pay 

this 
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the expences of a common conveyance to 
her mother in Wales. But the manner in 
which fhe returned, and the circumftances 
that had taken place (ince her depirture, 
produced fuch a change in the old lady's 
condu6t towards her, that fhe could not 
fupport a life in which no hour paft with- 
out mortification and reproach j and fhe 
accordingly took the advice of a young 
gentleman in the neighbourhood, to ac- 
company him. to the metropolis. She has 
fince fufFered much of that diflrefs which, 
at fome time or other, is fure to wait upon 
frail and unprotested beauty ; and it is but 
very lately that fhe has been able to raife 
her head above the mofl afflicting ftate of • 
wretchednefs. and want, — At prefcnt, how- 
ever, fhe is engaged in an employment that 
gives her breads and in which her induftry. 
enables her to fupport herfelf, without 
having recourfe to thofe wretched compli- 
ances, which form the lowefl ebb of female, 
misfortune/' 

C 6 " Beau- 
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*' Beauty, I mull own/* faid Don Cleo- 
fas, ^' has fuch a powerful eflStd upon me, 
that I verily believe, there is no crime, 
however heinous, that would poffefs the 
power of extinguiflilng my pity for it. — 
But in fuch an example of female diftrefs, 
as you have juft related, the want of com- 
mif^ration would be a dilhonour ar, great, 
in my opinion, as that which demands it, 
I muft, however, beg of you to inform me, 
what kind of reception you will give to 
this unprincipled and unfeeling brute of a 
Lord, when Death configns him to the 
clutches of your mafter." 

** It is not for me," anfwered the De» 
mon, " to unfold the fecrets of our infernal 
kingdo(X2 : but as my obligations to you 
are of a nature that require every poffible 
return, I will contrive hereafter, by fome 
means or other, to give you a peep into 
the government^ policy, and prefent ftate 
of the kingdom of Darknefs. For the 
prefcnt, however, I Ihall obferve, that this 

objed 
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objeft of your merited dcteftation, when 
he quits the tides, riches and pleafur^s of 
this work), will be configned to more than 
the luflerings of Tantalus^ unlefs a fe- 
vere and undiflTembled contrition fhould 
procure his pardon. Though how is it 
poflible to fuppofe that the pure fenti- 
ments of genuine repentance, can ever 
animate his corrupt, depraved and flinty 
heart.'' 

** But what fcene of feftivity," faid 
Don Cleofas, " is going forwards in that 
houfe to the right of us. I fee at the win- 
dow a groupe of very elegant figures, who 
^would not, I fuppofe, be fo gaily arrayed 
at this early hbur of the day, if they 
were not aflepbled for fome particular 
occafion, the nature of which I mull beg 
you to explain to me." 

** It is a fcene," anfwered Afmodeus, 
" of no common difplay, and no com- 
.mon confufion. — It was intended to pro^ 

duce 
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duce a wedding; but the banquet pre- 
pared for hymeneal joy, will prove the 
fcaft of anger and dilappointment. — A 
daughter of the nobleman who lives in 
that houfe was this very morning to have 
been married to a young lord of the fifler 
kingdom : — Every fuitable preparation 
was made for the occafion; — the bride 
was blufhing with expectation; — the at- 
tending maidens had ftrewed the altar 
with flowers, — the prieft was ready, and 
nothing remained to complete the cere- 
mony but the prefence of the bridegroom^ 
He, however, did not make his appear- 
ance, — and his delay> though it was at 
firft treated with pleafantry, after frequent 
meflages had been fent to him, and no 
anfwer whatever returned, afTumed a very 
ferious afpedt. — After fbme conlideration,, 
the father of the young lady went himfelf 
to his T.ordihip's houfe — gained admit- 
tance, in fpite of all denial, — and, forcing 
bis way into the bed chamber, where this 
filly young man was confined to his bed, 

infifted 
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infifted, with a very proper fpirit, and m 
a very peremptory manner, to know the 
reafon of his Lordfhip's extraordinary 
eondudb :— When he was informed by a 
furgeon, that it would be a confiderable 
time before he could pronounce his pati- 
ent to be in a fit ftate to become a married 
man.-— —The confufion which mull na- 
turally refult from fuch a ilrange and in** 
decent, as well as cruel behaviour, may be 
readily conceived; — and a council-board 
has juft been held by the company^ 
,who were aflembled ta grace the occa- 
£on ; which has ended in a refolution, 
to keep the matter as fecret as poffi*- 
ble,, — ta invent fome plaufible reafon to 
fatisfy public enquiry,, and to wait with 
patience, till the afflifted lover is in a (late 
to make amends for his prefcnt offence, 
by fulfilling the engagements he has this 
day broken. 

<^ But is it poffibfe,'* excliaimed the 
Count, ** that either the lady or her fa- 
mily 
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mily, can taitiely fubmit to an infult of 
fuch a mortifying nature,' and which might 
have been {o eafily avoided?" — ** The 
match is too good a one/' replied Afmo- 
deus, " to be rejedted by people, who 
know the world, for fuch a trifle. The 
young lady, indeed, certainly feels that 
kind of injury, which every other woman 
would feel in her lituation j but flie will 
ftay, at leaft, till ftie is married, before 
(he executes her vengeance— and you may 
be affured that fhe will then return the very 
little ceremony of her lover to-day, by 
treating him without any ceremony at all^ 
during the reft of his life." 

** And here,** faid Don Cleofas, as they 
entered Pall Mall, *' we are got once more 
into the bufy throng ;*'. — ** Of which, how- 
ever," obferved Afmodeus, " we fliall take 
no very particular notice ; as other matters, 
of more novelty arc preparing for our at- 
tention, — That gentleman, who is now 
dcfcending from his carriage^ at the pa* 

lace- 
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kce-gatc, has fomc claim, indeed, to k 
momentary regard.— He is poffeffed of 
knowledge, talents, experience, judge- 
ment, induftry, and integrity j all of which 
he employs in difcharging the duties of a 
* confiderable poll he holds under govern- 
ment—'' " "^nd which his fuperior qua- 
lification*/' faid Don Cleofas,- ** will un- 
doubtedly continue to him— — " **Juft 
(o long," interrupted the Demon, " as 
the Miniftcr ftandrf in need of them." 

*^ That lady in the coach,*' faid the 
Count, " which has juft pafled us, lets 
down the curtain in fo much haftc, and 
' with fuch a look of apprehenfion, that I 
' am difpofed to think (he has the gift of 
difcovering a Devil in difguife*" ** By 
no means," anfwered the Demon ; ** You 
entirely miftake the caufe of her precau- 
tion. She is fomething of a fiftiedi cou* 
fin to a Scotch Peer,— is married to. a 
worthy man, who made a large fortune in 
the Eaft Indies i — ind never fails, when 

her 
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her vifits, &c. call her into this ftreet, to^ 
let down the blinds of her carriage, that 
her pride may not be mortified by the 
fight of a cofFee-houfe, which was former- 
ly kept by her hufband's father. 

'* The good lady is gofng, where we 
fhall follow her, to an auction of the fu« 
perb houfehold-furniture of a nobleman, 
whofe fplendid manner of living, diiring 
four Ihort winters, in this metropolis^ 
obliges him to have recourfe to the oeco- 
nomifing privacy of a provincial- town on 
the Continent. He is a filly young man, 
and his mother, who rather fufpcfted his 
weaknefs, got a wife for him, from the^ 
moft faving, and oeconomical family in 
the kingdom ? on the expeftation that a 
young woman, who had been brought up 
in all the rigour of what is called worldly 
wifdom, would controul, or, at leaft, 
correft, the extravag^t difpofitions of 
her fon. The plan was well conceived, 
but not duely confidered-; arid, confe- 

qucatly^ 
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qucntly, proved imfuccefsful. — The ladjr 
had been educated in the vice, and not the 
virtue of prudence ; — her life had hitherto 
paired without the ufual pleafurcs of her age 
and ftation, becaufe it would coft money 
to procure them. Though the daughter 
of a Peer of the realrp, of great wealth, 
fhe had never been miflrefs of a drefs en- 
tirely new, till fhe was fitting out for 
marriage, A place at Court had made 
fome fort of finery requifite to her mo- 
ther, which defcended, in regular fuccef- 
fion, to all her daughters ; and formed 
the only fource of their perfonal decora- 
tions. She had, therefore, too feverely 
felt the inconvenience and mifery of fuch 
domeftic arrangements as a daughter, tp 
make them an example for her conduft, 
when flie became a wife i — fo that when 
Ihe was emancipated from the difcipline of 
her lingle ftate, ftie hurried to the unre- 
fleding enjoyment of all thofe pleafures of 
which fhe had as yet only heard tht name ; 
and, like a perfon in the extremity of hunger, 

placed 
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placed at a plentiful table, fhe gorged 
herfelf, as it were, with every kind of 
elegant profufion. Inftead, therefore, of 
correfting her Lord's extravagant and 
thoughtlefs dilpofition, Ihe joined moft 
heartily with him in that expenfive career 
of fafhionable life, which has brought 
them to their prefent ftate of difficulty and 
tmbarrafihient. 

The firft painful exertion of oeconomy, 
which their circumftances required wad to 
bid adieu to the fuperb manfion, which 
they inhabited, and to conlign all its inte* 
rior iplendor to the ftroke of the hammer. 
— ^The great number of coaches aflembled 
before us, mark the place of fale^ and it 
is not to the honour of the human heart, 
that fo many of thofe who partook of the 
various fplendid fcenes of feftal pleafure, 
for which this houfe has been diftinguifli- 
cd, (hould now vifit it, for no other pur- 
pofe than to behold, with a fecret triumph, 

the 
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the wreck of that fortune, whofe coftly 
feitivities they had been fo proud to {hare. 

'* Here/' continued Afmodeus, as they 
entered the principal apartment, *^ here is 
food for phiiok^hy, even to fatiety. — If 
the gkittoii is reprefented as doing no'^ 
thing more, by his dainty living, than 
pampering his carcafe for the worms, who 
are to confume it, — the man of profufe 
vanity may be defcribed, with equal trutb,j 
as the purveyor of elegance tq diofe, who 
m^y hereafter purchafe the fpoils of hia 
fplcndor. 

** That bed will be taken from its 
gilded dcove, to occupy the bed apart- 
ment of a public hotel. — The fofa, near 
it, will find a convenient fituation in the 
parlour of a neighbouring brothel : — That 
glafs chandelier, which has jerte6ted a 
thoufand rays fioxn its waxen tapers, will 
now glitter, with the grofler light of tal- 
low candles, in an affembly-room^ at Ro * 

therhithe- 
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therhithe — That ornamental defert-fervice , 
which has been difplayed before Princes of 
the blood, will be fold to a city confec- 
tioner; and, for years to come, delight 
the eyes of Aldermen, Common Council- 
men, and Liverymen, with their wives, 
daughters, and kinfwomcn. — The furni- 
ture of the adjoining dreffing-room will 
be transferred to the fimilar apartment of 
a figurante at the opera, who is proteded 
by a young Weft-Indian. — The chamber- 
organ will 'find a new occupation, in ac- 
companying the facred hymns of a Me- 
thodift chapel. — The harpfichord will be 
purchafed by a mufic-mafter, for the ufe 
of a country boarding-fchool for young 
ladies; — And that grinding inftrument 
will, in future, ride on the back of a Sa- 
voyard, during the day, and atcompany 

the magic lantem at night. Thefc 

beautiful fet of chairs will be bought 
by a merchant in the city, who is on 
the point of being married to a wealthy 
grocer's daughter, to furnifh the princi- 
pal room of his houfe in Green Let- 

tuce* 
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cuce-lane. Thofe two handlbme fauteuils, 
which were made to correfpond with each 
other, muft now be feparated for ever; 
the one will be purchafed for the ufe of a 
theatre, and the other togire a becoming 
dignity to the chairman of a debating fo- 
ciety. That elegant commode will reft 
with a handfome young Jewefs, in St. 
Mary Axe : and the inlaid cabinet, will 
decorate the clofet of a lottery-office keep- 
er, near the Royal Exchange, — Of thefe 
three looking-glafles, one will be ftationa- 
ry in an academy for learning the fciencc 
of hair-drefling ; the fecond will refle(9: 
the frippery of a chamber-milliner; and 
the third will enliven the bed-chamber of 
an antiquated coxcomb, who has belonged, 
upwards of thirty years, • to the refpeftable 

corps of gentlemen -penfioners. The 

lx)oks> upon the hanging-fhelves, will add 
to the literature of a circulating library. — 
Thofe girandoles will illuminate a room in 
a gaming-houfe. A great variety of the 
more ufeful, and lefs coflly articles, will 

be 
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t)e purchafcd by the houfe-fteward of the 
nobk.Lordy who, in the courfe of four 
years favice> has contrived to procure 
himfelf a oomfortable independence for the 
reft of his Ufe.~As for the kitchen-fur- 
niture, it will be purchaled for a tavern j 
and the linen for 4 public charity. And^ 
JJc tranfit gloria mundi*^ . 

*^ And now," continued Afmodeus, 
" wc will proceed to another fcene of 
human glory. Qbferve the chariot that 
pafies rapidly by us : — The ornaoientai 
bandage, which runs round the centre of 
it, is emblematic of the Gentleman's pro- 
feffion who is feated in it.— -He is a furgeon 
of eminence, — but his principal reputa* 
tion arifes from his anatomical ikill and 
experience. — As a praftical profeflbr, his 
merit is by no means univerlally acknow- 
kdgcd : — He is too fond of creating fyf- 
tems of his own, or adopting fuch as are 
fuggefted to him by others; — while the 
love of hunting down chirurgical para- 
doxes, 
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ddxes, by the powerful application of his 
anatomical fcience, has led him into errors^ 
which threaten the very fupcrftrufhirc of 
that profcflional renown, which it is 'the 
objeft of his Hfe to raifc and confecrate 
to himfelf. We will, however, make his 
genius fubfervient to our morning's amufe- 
ment, and proceed immediately to the 
apartment where the labours of it are dif- 
played in all the glory of profeffionai 
oftentation,— As they arrived at his door, 
the chariot of the Anatomift drove up to 
it, and they followed him with all the eafe 
of their invifible ftate, into the nnufeum, 
which contains his magnificent colledi(m 
of anatomical preparations. 

As they entered the room, " Your wor- 
ship's horror of large bottles,** faid Don 
Cleofas, ** is, I perceive, at an end: — 
You certainly have no apprehenfions of 
being coriced up again, or you would ne- 
ver have ventured into a pUce, which 
brings to my remembrance the garret of 

Vol. IV. D the 
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the magician where Ihad the honour of ' 
commencing a friendfliip, which has been 
fo advantageous and delightful to me.'* 
*^ Thanks to my friend/' replied the 
Demon, " I can examine the contents' of 
thefe huge phials without the leaft fear of 
becoming the inhabitant of any of tliem. 
But to proceed to our bufinefs. 

*'. That heart, which is in part oflified, 
belonged to a celebrated lawyer, who 
could aid injuftice and fupport right — 
protect innocence and fcreen guilt, with 
the fame temper, and equal fatisfaftion. 
He had no fenfibility left but for one ob- 
je6l — arid that was his fees. 

*^ Thofe eyes, all dim as they now .are, 
were bafilifks in their day, and fubdued 
by their glanceB, all who camevdthin 
their influence ; — but tliey were formed to 
tnfpirc wanton paffibn, inftead 6f chafte 
afFeftbn-— fo that the fair lady to whom 
they belonged, was married by a debauched 

rtian 
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man of fafliion, as the only means of pof- 
fefling her ; and who, having fatiatcd his 
palfions, treated her with the moft morti- 
fying indifference, during the reft of her 
life. Thofe eyes, therefore, wefe reduced 
at lafb, to the melancholy, and almoft 
continual office of, weeping over tliat mi- 
fery which they had occafioned. 

" I muft now requeft you to favour 
tliat ear with your particular attention : — 
Obferve, I beg of you, its uncommon 
fize, iand the fingular extenfion 'of- its 
aperture, Alas, how many cumbrous vo^- 
lum.es might be filled with the fcandal and 
falfchoods which have been fwallowed by 
that greedy organ, — If you look at it with 
a more minute examination, you will per- 
ceive that a very peculiar kind of valve 
occupies its paflage, and it is this unconf- 
mon circumftance which renders it one of 
the moft valuable 'curiolities of this <:61i* 
leftion. By this extraordinary and ano- 

D 2 malous 
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malous addition, it poffcffed die faculty of 
ihutting and opening itfelf at pleafure ; 
(b that while it could glut the malignant 
heart of the perfon to whom it belonged^ 
with the failings and misfortunes of man- 
kindj it could, by clofmg in an inftant, 
avoid the pain of receiving into it, the 
wounding praife of approved virtue, and 
the mortifying tale of merited happi- 
nefs. 

** This extraordinary car is joined, as 
you may difcover, by a kind of ver^ 
micular pipe» to a tongue^ whofe dimi<* 
nutive appearance is not, at Hrft^ re- 
concileable to the fa£t <^ their having be* 
longed to the fame head ; but the truth is^ 
that while the former was enlarged and in«- 
flated, by the continual exercife of hearing 
and liflening to die current accounts of 
fabricating falfehoods, infidious malice, 
or exaggerating folly ; the latter was pro- 
portionably diminifhed, in the never*- 
(eafing exercife of repeating tfaem." 

" Your 
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*•" Your information/' faid Don Cleo- 
fas, <• is equally curious and intcrefting ; 
but you have not explsuned to me, the 
fex of that happy perfon, to whom this 
miraculous ear and diminilhcd tongue be- 
longed/' '* By examining the lower 
pare of the former^" replied the Demon, 
** you will difcover a fmall orifice which 
was bored tliere to fupport an ear-ring; 
and that is an ornament which cuftom has 
not yet permitted to be worn by the men 
of this country* 

"Nothing but a knowledge of anatomy, 
which you cannot be fupprfed to have ac- 
quired>or that intuitive penetration, which 
I naturally poffcls,. could difcover that the 
ftrange fhriveled objeft, in the phial be- 
fore us, is another fpecimen of the human 
heart. It once animated, if its miferablc 
emotions could be called animation, the 
frame of a being whofe whole happinefs 
was centered in the accumulation ofufe- 
fcfg wealth. No one ad of his life ever 

D 3 made 
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made the eye to fparkle with joy, or loof- 
ened the tongue in accents of gratitude, — • 
G^in was the fole objecT: of his life ; and 
in obtaining it, he was unfeeling, cruel and 
infatiable. — He did not aim at acquiring 
wealth by the honourable progrefs of vir- 
tuous induftry, or what may be called the 
prudent rifks of adventurous commerce, — 
but in grinding the poor — in preying 
upon the neceflities, and watching v/ith an 
harpy's eye, to profit by the diftreffes of 
his fcllow-ereatures. — His heart, from a 
continual ftate of contraftion, became, at 
length, incapable of performing thofe 
functions which fuftain life ; and when he 
died, it? was found in the fliriveled ftate in 
which you now behold it. 

*' By way of'Coni;raft, in a moral as well 
as philofophical view, the Anatomift has 
very judicioufly placed, befide it, another 
preparation of the heart, which wears a 
very different form in death, as it poffeffed 
a different nature in life. In its prefent 

ftate 
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•ftate and figure, you fee it almoft with* the 
fame exterior appearance as it bore wJien 
it was endued with diofe fenfibilities which 
.rendered the owner of it one of the heft 
•of men. His days were gilded by one 
conftant and fteady light of benevolent 
virtue : — To make others happy was the 
grand objed of his ambition, and his heart 
was continually expanded with, the delight- 
ful fenfations of doing good. If, however, 
you examine it with attention, you will 
/obferve a confiderable fiflure which pafles 
acrofs it, and that circumftance cauledthc 
,death of him';in whofe bread it dwelt.-— 
Some very fudden, uiacxpedted and cruel 
ftrokes of ill fortune, reduced him, ?»lmofl: 
at once, from wealth to penury ; and when, 
•in the hour of his advernty, he found him- 
felf foriaken by thofe whom he had raifed 
to profperity, that noble heart felt -orily 
one pang, but it was a moft fever e one, for 
it then burft with indignation at the in*- 
gratitude of mankincl. 
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" This bottle contains a goll-bladJct 
of uncommon dimenfions. Many a ftrearwr 
of redundant bile has flown from thence, 
and mingling with the blood, produced no 
fmall quantity of envy and jealoufy in the 
heart. It belonged to a certain painter 
who was never able to difcover the leaft 
merit in any works but thofe of his own 
pencil; and is of a much larger fize even 
than its companion,~which was taken from 
the body of an antiquated coquette^ who 
paflTed the laft twenty years of her life in . 
the malicious employment of inventing 
faliehoods, propagating fcandalous ftories^ 
and (owing dilTeniions among her acquaiu'* 
taiice» 

*• In that phial of a green hue, ther^ 
is a very curious preparation of that part 
of the human body, called the i'pleen. It 
is of a very irregular form and belonged 
to a Duchefs. The difeafes of it were 
of fuch a flrange nature, as to make the 
aSlicled lady bnagine that (he was a green 

field 
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field With a flock of, flieep grazing upon 
it, and' fofickly was the irnagiQationraCr 
tendant upon her diforder> ^U (he ufcd 
frequently to cry out from the pain which 
was occafioned, as ftie Ibppofed, by the 
animals nibbling the grafs that grew up- 
on her- 

" This tongue, which you naay obfervc 
tx) be honey "-combed at the root of it, occu» 
pied the movith of a famous popular 
preacher^ wh6fe fanatic eloquence drew 
crouds of hearers after him, but whofe 
life was one continual mockery of the doc- 
trines which he taught.-— He lived an hy.- 
pocrite, and died a blafphemer." 

**' Its companion, However/*" faid the- 
Count, ** feems to be free from any fimi- 
lar imperfection, and may, therefore, be 
fuppofedto have been the organ of truth- 
and wifdom.'*' ^^ You^ may. be aflured," 
anfWered Afmodeus> "that neither, lies^, 
nor calumny, nor fophiftry, nor folly were 

D 5 ever: 
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ever uttered by it,, for it was taken^ from 
the body of a young man who had been 
dumb from his birth. 

*^ This Ihelf," continued the Demon, 
•" is entirely appropriated to fpecimens of 
the human brain, and a fine colleftion 
there is of them. 

*^ On a minute examination of the firft 
of thcfe curiofities, you will difcover it 
to be marked with a great variety of nu- 
meral figures. It occupied the fkuli of a 
famous calculator, who, after much inde- 
fatigable ftudy, had formed a certain and 
jievfer failing plan of fuccefs in ftock-job- 
bing and ftate gambling, which ended 
in reducing him to poverty ; and, which 
13 ftill worfe, involving many , credulous, 
uni eflttiing people in his ruin. 

** The fecond, which is of fo fmall 
dimenfions, as to miake one fuppofe it to 
have been the property of an infant, be- 
longed. 
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.longed, never chelefs, to a man ^ho if^J^^^^ 
Iqaft, fix feet high. He was annTjrei.iqi^i^ 
.and very voluminous audiorj but as he 
had written much more than he h^d c^ver 
read, the evaporations of his brain, wene 
not fufficientJy fupplied by the influx; . qf 
new ideas, fo that, it was, at lengthy ^d4«- 
ced to the flender fubftance in wh\.<IJl-ic 
.now prefents itfelf before you." - ■ ••• -j 
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'* The contents of the next piilal 
laid Don Cleofas, ** appear .rather iilee t;^ 
folds of Bruffels lace, than any.parh^of 
^he human body." " That is anotirer 
argument," anfwercd Afrnodeus,. " in fd- 
vourofthe opinion, which has been ad- 

• vanced by fome philofophers, that ' the 
.brain ^derives its form, in fome meafure, 

• from the prevailing tendency of the mind; 
as the. lady who once owned the anatomj- 
cal fpecimeh under our confideration, if I 
may fo exprefs myfelf, adlaally lived upon 
drefs* She was a woman of large fortune, 
which flie wholly employed in the exterior 
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decoiutions of her peribn. MiHinerd^ 
mantua-makers, hair- dreilers^ perfumers^ 
jewellers, &c. furnifticd alt her pleafures.. 
But from adhering coo rigidly to the regMT 
lations of faAiion^ by wearing a flight 
ipring dcefSf. when AprM happened to be 
as fevere as Januaxy ; flie caught a violent 
told, which ended ia her death* Some 
particular circumftances attending her 
diforder occadoned the difledion of her^, 
and on openii^ the cranium^ the fmgulai> 
appearance of the brain tempted the oper 
rating furgeon to purloin it^ and to cheat: 
the worms of that delidoua part of thek 
bam^et*. 

•*• The ad^otmng bottle< contains thc^ 
largeft fpecimcn of the coUeAion ; and,, 
which i& very lingular, it was taken, from a^ 
perfon. who, was fuppofed to have no brains, 
at all; — for he. lived and. died an ideot.. 

•* The laft>. which I (hall offer to. your- 
Aotice^ poffefle&,all the marks of a violent 

inflar^ 
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mftamation, ^^hich, in fad, occafioned the 
death of the celebrated- otator ta whom, it 
belonged. It was, indeed, more or lefs, 
^ediforder of his life, fou his eminent ta- * 
knts — fuperior erudition j and aftoniihlng 
eloquence were rendered: of little ufe to 
himielf and his country, by. the headflrong 
violence wtuch governed' z!& his thoughts 
and< aiflions* As he advanced in Kfe> 
his reafon: gradually funk into an. entire 
ftibmiflionto hispaflions; till, at length,, 
2f moft melancholy date of infanity fuc- 
ceeded, from which, after a few months 
of deplorable extremity, the blefling of 
death, relieved him., 

*** Many a towering column Has been^ 
erefled to perpetuate the records of human 
glory; and ifucceeding generations have 
beheld the facred flrudhire with delight 
and admiration. But the eye turns away 
with horror from the pyramid before us, 
whichi to the moral fpe^tator, who is not 
obdurated: by profeflional infenfibility, 

pre- 
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prefents an affefling monumem of human 
mortality. The fculls that form the only 
decorations of it, poflels a mortifying and 
grifly uniformity 5 and however varied or 
diftinguifhed their characters may have 
been in life, they all wear th^ fame com- 
mon complexion of death* 

" This was the fcuU of an highway- 
man, who fufFered at the gallows, — and 
that belonged to an alderman who was 
choaked at a feaft. The next was a beau- 
ty, who, when excefs and diffipation had 
deftroyed her charms, endeavoured to 
reftore them by the application of art ; — 
the falfe teeth are ftill fcen to occupy the 
naked jaw. Its immediate neighbour was 
a profefled prude of forty-five, who having 
a fudden call down flairs, after Ihe had 
prepared hcrfelf for bed, and, hurrying 
along in great hafte, left any of the fcr- 
vants fhould fee her in a night- cap, her 
foot was unfortunately caught in the mat- 
ting which covered the paflage, and (be 
fell down the cellar ftairs. The bruifes 

5 Ihe 
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fhe received on fhe occafion proved incu- 
rable^ and here her head is expo&d to die 
gaze of every eye, not even in a night- 
drefs, but as bald as death can make it, — 
The reft on the fame line were proftitutes 
virho lived in luxury, languifhed in diieafe, 
or pined in want. 

*^ The row immediately above the laft, 
is chiefly occupied by authors who lived 
by their writings, — and reviewers who got 
their bread by criticiling them. 

** On the next ftage is the fcull of a 
cafhiered lieutenant of a marching regi- 
ment, who, after many fuccefsful attempts 
at a lefs difhonourable profefllon, became 
the bully of a bawdy-houfe, ^d loft his 
Jife in defending the reputation of a com- 
mon ftrumpet. That by its fide, was found 
in a Tumulus in one of the weftern coun- 
ties, and is fuppofed to have belonged to 
a Danifli officer of diftinclion. The next 
has, as you muft perceive, a fmall hole in 

the 
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die front of it, which was made by the ope^-- 
ration of a bullet in a duel between an Iriih 
gentleman and a Scotch officer^ The d\f^ 
pute arofe from die laughter of the former,, 
when the latter compared the climate of 
Edinburgh to that of Naples. — It is, how- 
ever,, the Scotchman's fculi which is now 
before you.. The laft of them belonged to* 
a dragoon, who in a mock fight, at a re- 
view, was thrown from his horfe, and! 
fi3und a re^l death*. 

'•^ Thofe whfch areffatibned'on the next 
row, belonged' to a young man of fortune,^ 
who broke his neck, by a fall from his 
phaeton ;r— one of his own gnx)ms, who 
was killed by the kick of a ftallion^ — and*a. 
Ifege-coachman,. who was (hot by the 
guard of the coach inftead of an highway-^ 
man who attacked it. . 

« 

** Above thefe is an attorney, who, ha* 
vihg intoxicated, himfclf with brandy, om 
gaining a caufefor a band of fmugglers-,, 

loft' 
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loft his life by falling into the cellar of an 
old ruinous houfe, which he had been em- 
ployed to indid as a nuifance but the day 
i)efore ; and, by his fide, is one of his 
many clients, whom his profeffional villa* 
nies had brought to beggary, and a broken 
heart. 

*' The fcuU which fits alone on the top, 
and forms the 'apex of this ghaftly pyra- 
mid, owes its fuperior appointment to the 
impulfe of profeffional pride. It was once 
the head of a furgeon, who diftinguiftied 
himfelf as an operator in diis place j and 
being employed to affift in ftealing a body 
from a burying-ground, in the environs of 
this city, caught a putrid fever of the 
dead, and died himfelf. — To extend the 
poor man's anatomical utility to the ut- 
moft, as well as to do his remains all pof- 
fible honour^ the profcflbr himfelf differed 
him, and made this mufeum, which he had 
enriched by his labours, the fepulchre of 
his bones* His fcuU, as yojik may pep* 

ceive 
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ceive, enjoys the molt elevated ftation 
ink. 

*^ l*his Ikeleton," faid the Demon, as 
he turned to the oppofue fide of die room, 
/* though now . fo bare and ghaftly, was 
once the favourite child of fafliion^— die 
grace of every elegant aflembly, — and the 
ornament of every polite circle. — In the 
annals of birth-day fplendour, his name 
IS pre-eminently recorded j and thofe of 
his contemporaries, who are now living, 
when they wilh to exprefs their diflike of 
^ modern frippery, defcribe the coftly m-ag- 
nificence in which he was wont* to be ar- 
rayed. — —But where is now-*- 

" The plumed hat w'lih />ohii d'E/pagne adorn' d^^ 

** The velvet coat with m^five 'bioidery gay,— 

" The rich brocaded veft with glift'ning fringe, 

'* The ifword, with chas'd embolTments, all of gold, 

** And peruke, of innumerable curls ; 

*< Where are they now? — ihefe naked bones proclaim , 

** The gay Myrtillo's occupations gone!*' 

** His bones, however, feem to perpetu- 
.ate the ruling paffion of their former maf- 

terj 
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ter ; they maintain a kind of public fta- 
tion, and add to the parade of this with- 
drawing- room of death. 

^* The Ikeleton, which occupies the 
fame cafe> was once a gigantic monkey.— • 
He afked not the taylor for cloaths, nor 
the mercer for lilk^ or the perfumer for 
eflcnces ;r- He was content with the only 
coat that nature gave him:— and now, 
niy good friend, permit me to alk youj 
who are unlkilled in the niceties of anato- 
mical diftint5lions, — what is the difference 
between the brute aiyl the beau ?" 

- ^^ But what figure is this/' exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, " for I perceive the bones 
of four-footed beads and birds, ^^nd even 
filhes, as well as thofe of the human Ipe* 
cies?'' 

^* It is," anfwered the Demon, ^' the 
anatomy of an animal, called a jackall ; 

which 
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which is faid to be the purveyor of the 
lion, and to poflefs the faculty of guiding 
the voracious favagc to his prey. The 
fkeleton befide it was, for a time, die pr«- 
-Curefs of a certain lord, femous for his 
libidinous paflions, and infamous (or the 
manner in which he gratifies them^ This 
woman lived on a very flender allowance 
from him, and bis ufuat promiies of en* 
creafing favour; — Ihc therefore died in 
extreme poverty ; and, fo far was he* 
employer from conlidering her paft fervic€«- 
with regard f that he not only refufcd to 
be at the trifling expcnce of providing hev 
with a decent burial, but even advifed his. 
valfet-de-chaaibre, for the bribe of a few 
guineas, ta convey her body to this, anarc- 
mical Golgotha* 

^ By way of uniformity^, is placed on: 
the oppofite fide of the room, the (kelctoni 
of a bird, which, even in ks prcfent (late, 
leems to polTefs the voracious afpeft of 
tiviog nature — It was a vulture,^ and clofe 

to 
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to it are the perfe6k bones of onfc of its 

own fpecies^ which wore an human form^ 

and was called a gambler. After havings 

for fonie years, fattened in the ruin of 

others, he was at length ruined himfelf ; 

and^ being fo reduced as to have no other 

means by whichhe could raife a fmall fum 

CO try once moie the chance of fortune, he 

fold his body to the mailer of this place ; 

which, on his death, was duly claimed ; 

and, after ferving the purpofc of a public 

le£kure, has added to the furniture of this 

gallery* 

<^ But although common humanity may 
•be wounded, and the natural reverence 
mankind entertain for the dead may be 
violated by the operations of this place, — 
anatomical fcience and furgical (kill, which 
<:onduce lb greatly to the benefit of man- 
kind, are greatly advanced by them. 
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My curiofityi however," laid Don 
Clcpfasy ^ is not a litde excited, as to the 

means 
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means by which thefe various fubjefls 
have been procured; — ^for, according to 
your account, perfons of all ranks have 
furniflied the various articles of this cele- 
brated repofitory/' 

*^ The hofpitals, the gallows, and fa- 
crilege,** anfwered the Demon, ^* are the 
principle fource&of fijpply to the anato- 
mical theatres. * Befides, a furgeon feldom 
diflefts a patient but he avails himfelf of 
the opportunity to add an article to his 
profeffional collection. As to the fubjefts 
of rank and diftindion, they can only be 
attained by the undertakers, to whom a 
diftreflfed family are fometimes fo impru- 
dent to leave the entire condtift of burying 
a deceafed relation. — In fuch a cafe, the 
corpfc, be it ever fo noble, feldom goes 
to its grave ; and, it is well known, that a 
Duke, who had twenty thoufand pounds a 
year, when living, has been fold for twenty 
guineas after he was dead ; while a piece of 

lead 
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lead, a log of wood, or an lieup of ftories, 
ocGupics his place in the magnificent rnau-' 
ibleum of his anceftors — ^But we will now' 
quit the curious remains of the dead, and 
feek a more pleafing entertairirrient amohg 
the painted refemblances of the living," 

As they croffcd the fquare for that pur- 
poe, the Count obferved a fhort eonver- 
fation, which took place between two. gen- 
tlemen, one of whom poflefled the eafy air of 
perfeft contentment, and the other expref- 
fed, both by his looks and adions, the 
dejeftion of defpair. On exprefling his 
wifli to know the fubje£t of this conference, 
*^ the ftiorteft way to fatisfy you," faid 
the Demon, " will be to repeat it/' 

' You look very melancholy, my good 
' friend ; — ^What is the matter ?* 

* Why, to tell you the thith, I have an 
' Amiable wife and feven fine children/ 

' Then 
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* Then you Jlre melancholy with joy, 
« I fuppofc ;— thefc are bleffings, my dear 
« friend— thefe are bleffings/ 

* So they would be, if I had not loft to 
f yourfclf and odiers, at a gaming-table, 

* what ought to have maintained them ;— 

* nay, what in fa6t, was their property and 
^ inheritance.' 

* Pooh !— nonfenfe — is that all ?— The 

* worfe luck now, the better another time/ 

' But I have loft the very means of ever 

* putting my felf again in fortune's way.-— 

* I am ruined paft redemption/ 

^ Why, to be fure, if that is the cafe, 
^ I have no great confolation to olfer you i 

* fo I wifti you a good morning/ 

** Thus it is that the hawk parleys with 
the pigeon, whcfe pilfered plumes add 
foftneis to the neft in which he repofes. 

*'But 
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** But let US proceed." 

In a few minutes, diercfore, Don Clco- 
fas, found himfelf, with his conduftor, 
in a gallery, where he few a confufed 
variety of pictures, chiefly portraits, in 
different periods of advancement, from a 
firft (ketch to a compleat finifht 

^^ By the appearance of this place," ob- 
ferved the Count, " I (hould fuppofe that 
we are in the apartment of a painter, — and, 
from the number of the piftures, as well 
as the very great merit of fome of them, 
which my eye has juft glanced upon, I 
Ihould prefume that he is an artift of the 
fir ft eminence." 


'* It is even {o^^^ anfwered Afmodeus, 
" he is a man of genius, and at the head 
of his profefHon in this countfy.— nSome of 
his pictures may claim a place in the firft 
rank of modeirn paintings, and would bid 

Vol. IV- E fair 
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fair to tranfmit his profeffional &me to a 
dillant period; but^ from an infatuation 
that cannot, by any mode of reafbningj 
be reconciled to his confummate vanity, 
he obftinately continues to make ufe of 
ilich tranfient colours, that many of his 
beft works have decayed before their maf- 
ter ;— and fbme of his portraits have even 
loft their glow, while the beauty of their 
originals has remained in full luftre : — but 
this by the way. — Our prefent bulinefs is 
to examine, with a biographic, rather 
than fcientific, eye, the works of his pencil 
now before us* We wiU, therefore, iaun-' 
ter at our leifure round the gallery, — and 
you, perhaps will have no reafon to be 
diicontented with fuch a Cicerone as I 
am* 

^ Thefe two portraits of perfons in 
fcarlet robesj bedecked with ermine, of- 
fer to your attention very ftriking like- 
nelTes of two £ige Judges of the piincipal 
courts of lajv/« — They are, both of them, 

men 
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men of great legal knowledge and ability ; 
but their real charadlers are as different 
as their features. — ^The one, as you mull 
perceive, is of a calm, pleafing, and hu- 
mane afpedt, — while the lineaments of the 
other give an idea of itrong difcernment, 
and unamiable fcvcrity. — Nor can I better 
explain to you the differing minds of thefe 
law officers, than by relating to you the 
manner in which they are refpe<5tively ha- 
bituated to conclude their addrefs to Ju- 
ries, in furaming up 4he evidence of a cri* 
minal triaL — The firft always employs 
IcMnethiiig like the following arrangement 
of expreflion. — * If, Gentlemen of the 
** Jury, you (hould be firmly of opinion tliat 

* the evidence which you have heard, has 

* indubitably proved the offence with which 

* the prifoner is charged, I feel myfelf 

* compelled to inform you that you muft 
' find him guilty :— But if, on the contrary, 

* the faft fhould not have been proved to 

* your full and entire fatisfaftion, or there 

* (hould be the leaft fulpcnce in your 

£ z ' minds. 
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' minds, as to the truth of the accufation, 

* you will not hefitate to exercife the more 

* amiable and pleafing part of your jurif- 

* diftion, and acquit the prifoner of the 

* offence for which he has appeared before 

* you.* 

*^ The other generally exprefles himfelf, 
on a fimilar occafion^ to the following pur- 
pofc; 

•I^ Gentlerhen, vpu are perfedly con- 
' vinced in your own minds, that the pri* 

* fbner is innocent, you muft neceflarily 

* acquit him : — But, as men of experience 

* and underftanding, you muft be confcious 

* of the abfolute neceflity there is, in thefe 

* times, to check the progrefs of fuch 

* notorious offences, by the ufeful fcvcrity 
^ofpunifhmenti — if, therefore, the crime 
' of which the prifoner at the bar ftands 
' indided, has been proved to your fatis- 

* fa<9;ion, there can be no doubt but 

* you will perform the duty that your oath . 
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' has enjoined, and which you owe to God, 

* to your country, and yourfelves,— and 

* conlign him, by your verdidl, to the ne- 

* ceflary puniftiment which the law has 
' wifely provided for fuch horrid of- 
' fenders/ 

^* I comprehend perfeftly well," fald 
Don Cleofas, " the differing natures of 
thefe two learned fages. — The one never 
tries a prifoner, but it appears as if he 
wilhed to find him guilty ; — while the 
other never fees an unfortunate fellow-crea- 
ture at the bar before him, but his huma- 
nity offers a fecret prayer that he may prove 
his innocence. 

" The next piiSure, however, prefents 
an object of much lefs aweful and more 
attraftive nature ; and, if the refemblancc 
is jult, flie is a judge, at whofc bar, were 
I to commit an offence, I fhould feel my- 
felf moft happy to plead my caufe :"— 
'* And as you are rather a well-looking 

E 3 man. 
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man,*' anfwered Afmodeus, " and not yet 
paft die prime of life, you might probably 
find mercy. — Though flie has her fits q( 
feverity, and (bme very Angular accounts 
of them are recorded in the chronicles of 
the day. 

** The original of that portrait is one 
of thofe fortunate perfons, whom a ftrange 
combination of circumftances have raifcd 
to rank and opulence. — She was once a 
maid of all-work, with a few pounds of 
hard-earned wages /)<pr annum, and now an 
hundred and fifty guineas arc paid for her 
pidure. 

" After having been in the fcrvice of the 
lower clafs of trading people, (he became 
kitchen^-oiaid at a fafiiionable brothel ; and, 
as (he was not ill-favoured, when all the 
refident ladies of the houfe happened to be 
engaged, and a vifitor was impatient for a 
companion, (lie was occafionally drefied and 
fcrved up, in an upper apartment ; — and, 

in 
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in fuch a manner did flic conduA herfel^ 
on thefc occafions, that her nniftrefs thought 
proper to promote her from the kitchen 
to the chamber-fervice. In this charac- 
ter flic became the favourite of a boy of 
high rank j — and, on his going abroad to 
finifli his education, a Baronet of great 
fortune, and equal folly, becanie fo ena- 
moured of Cinderilla, as to take her to his 
own houfe, and fu pport her in a ftate of 
envied elegance — In fl:ort, flie fo played 
upon his afFedion and his jealoufy, that 
he at laft determined to fecure her to him- 
fclG by making her his wifc^i — fo that flic 
is now become a titled lady, as well as the 
miftrefs of a large fortune ; — and this 
pi(5lure is dcftined to adorn a fplendid 
<lrawing-room, at her houfe in the country. 

The half-length and half-finiflied pic- 
ture that hangs by its fide, is an imper- 
fe6l reprefentation of a very beautiful and 
unfortunate woman, — and there is a fin- 

£ 4 gularity 
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gularity in her misfortune, thatnrierits 
particular recital. 

** She was married, at an early age, to 
a moft amiable man who loved her to ido- 
latry ; nor was fhe, by any means, infen- 
lible to his merit ; but, in an evil hour, 
when he was abfent on duty with the mi- 
litia, flie. was feduced from her fidelity to 
him, by the arts of his bofom friend. But 
as (he never offended a (econd time, and, 
in hopes of expiating the confcious guilt 
of her own mind, multiplied her affec- 
tionate attentions to her hulband, the 
offence was never fufpefted by him j and 
the partner of it being dead, was only 
known to herfelf. At length, however, {he 
was attacked by a fever which (he caught 
in nurfing a fick fervant ; and, in a few 
days, the phyficians pronounced her difor- 
der to be beyond all hopes of recovery. — 
In this alarming fituation, when (he thought 
that death was at her chamber door, and 
while her hu(band was weeping in agony 

befidc 
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beiide her, the confcioufnefs of her infi- 
delity preflcd home upon her mind in fuch 
a manner, that fhe fancied it to be abfo- 
lutely neceffary to the peace of her laft 
moments, to communicate it to him, and 
obtain his ^forgivenels. She, therefore, 
in a mofl: unfortunate moment, added a 
new poignancy, and gave a new turn, to 
his diftrefs, by unfolding tKe almoft incre- 
dible feyet^ At firft his aftoniftiment de- 
prived him of utterance, but having, at 
length, muttered the pardon fhe entreated, 
he haftily quitted the chamber, wiihing al- 
moft for that event, which, but a few mi- 
nutes before, he confidercd as an infup* 
portable misfortune, and left her in a fitu- 
ation to look towards a recovery as the 
greateft evil that could befall her. — That 
evil, however, it was her lot to fuftain ; for 
nature fet at nought the phj fician*s pro- 
phecy, and, in fpite of her own wifties^ 
(he now lives to fuffer the indifference of 
the man (he loves, and to curfe the weak- 
nefs that has undone her. As her hufband 

E 5 docs^ 
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docs not wifh for any rcfemblancc of a wife, 
ttrhom he almofl hates, this portrait will 
ihortly ferve as the bafis of another pic- 
ture ; when the jolly vifage — formal wig, 
juid fwelling lawn of a pious prelate^ will 
cover the lovely features, the flowing hair, 
and graceful drapery that now decorates 
the canvas.'* 

. «^ I truft," replied Don Cleofgs^ '' that 
I feel as much for the misfortunes of 
others, cfpeciaUy thofe which befall the 
lovely fex, as any man ; neverthclefs, I can- 
not but confefs that . fuch extreme folly, 
and fo much out of the regular courfe of 
female error, abfolutely merits the punifli- 
ment it has received. 

*• But here is the pifture of a perfon in 
fcarlet robes, with a coronet upon the table 
before him, — whom does that reprefeni ?'* 
^* It is," anfwered the Demon, " a very 
ftriking likencfs of a Duke, of whom little 
or nothing can be faid ; — and the adjoining 

portrait 
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portrait is hi^ Duchefs^ofwhomWe can fay 
about as much But transfer your atten- 
tion, I beg of you, to that very fine pic- 
ture of a female figure who is adorning the 
'fiatue of Hymen with flowerl : — At the 
time it was painted^ the fubjeft was ^ very 
charadleriftic of the charming woman who 
is rcprefented in it. — She has, however, 
thought proper to deviate from the purity 
of that charadler. — It is long fince ftie has 
torn the garland from the brow of the Hy- 
meneal divinity, where Ihe was once fo 
proud to place it. 

*' The companion which rcprefents a 
facrifice to the graces, is a painting of 
equal merit, and equally unfortunate in 
the perverfion of its principal figure, for 
the officiating prieftefs has long fince quit- 
ted that altar, and is now engaged in the 
melancholy duty of offering the oblation 
of her own tears at the Ihrine of repen* 
tancc.^* ' 

E6' '^Herc 
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*^ Here, however," faid the Conn^ 
«* I truft, there is fomething of reality* — 
The painter feems, in the portrait of this 
llately warrior, to have exerted the utmoft 
powers of his pencil ; nor is the warlike 
charafter of the perfonage more diftin* 
guiftied by the truncheon, the breaft-plate 
and the diftant battle, than the heroic 
ardour which is difplayed in the counte- 
nancCji^ and the air of military dignity 
which the whole figure is made to poflefs*'* 

•' It is certainly a very tolerable like- 
nefs/* anfwered Afmodeus, "of a very 
amiable, inofFenfive general officer, who is 
ever ready to acknowledge, with much 
good humour, that he has never been en- 
gaged in any other fcrvice but the mock 
fights of his own regiment at a review. 

*' This pair of piftures are painted pre- 
vious to the maiiiage of their originals. — 
They reprefent to you the forms of a young 
nobleman, and the heirefs of his father's 

flew- 
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ftcward.*^ ^^ Then I prcfume/' faidDon 
Ckofas, ** that this muft be a clandeftine 
arrangement, in which you, perhaps, have 
employed a little malicious interference/' 
" Such a fuggeftion," replied Afmodeus, 
^' is natural enough far an haughty Caf- 
tilian, but the people of this fenfible coun- 
try are not troubled with the filly fcruples 
of your's. The father of the young lady 
having died extremely rich, and the old 
Lord having difcovered too late, that his 
faithful fervant's wealth arofe from the 
plunder ofhimfelf ; he very wifely thought 
that the only way to get the property back 
again to the family, was to make the 
daughter a part of it, by marrying her to 
his fon. Befidcs, Ihe is a very amiable 
girl, and will probably make the young 
man a better wife than if Ihe had been of 
higher birth," 


« 


Here is a pifture,** faid Don Cleofas, 
which merits ray attention. It is in a very 
grand ftyle of dcfign, and, in the cpurfc of 

my 
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.my little obfcrvatioft on the fine arts, I 
have fcarce ever fcen a more beautiful ex- 
ample of this branch of them. By the 
charafter of the figure> and the emblems 
which accompany it, I muft fuppofe it 
to reprefent fome exalted perfonage of the 
tragic Iccne/' 

'^ It is,'* anfwered the Demon, " the 
tragic mufe herfelf, — and the genius of that 
poet who firft formed this ideal divinity, 
feems to have infpired the pencil of the 
painter. But, exclufive of the peculiar 
merits of the pifture as a work of art, there 
is a circumftance belonging to it, which 
greatly enhances the value, and encreafes 
the intereft of the reprefentation, as it is 
a very ftriking likenefs of the favourite 
tragic adtrcfs of the time, who may cer- 
tainly claim it as her portrait. Here is 
another inftance of fortuitous elevation,— 
for this aArefs, but a few years ago, was 
the heroine of a barn, — performing in tra- 
gediesy comedies, farces and pantomimes ; 

and 
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and now her form fills a canvas which 
would be confKiered as a brilliant acqui- 
fition to the moft fplendid gallery in Eu* 
lope.-— Such a pifture as this,, if its co- 
lours (hould di&ppouit the apprehenfions 
of all who have beheld it, will communi- 
cate an almoft equal degree of fame to the 
original, and the artift ; — it may, indeed, 
give to the former, in the opinion of po- 
ilerityj a repuution which {he has not 
altogether deferved. 

/'It is the fpirit of the Englifli nation 
to make every thing a fubjeft of party, 
and the little theatre of the drama has its 
groupes of adverfe partizans, as well as 
the extenfive fcene of political govern- 
ment.— This aftrefs, however, for fomc 
time, bore down all oppofition; with 
confiderable powers happily applied, and 
a fuperior degree of knowledge of ftage 
fineffe, judicioufly employed, — Ihe attradk- 
ed to herfelf fomething like the madnefs 
of public favour; and gained more ap- 

plaufc^ 
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plaufe, and, which tells to the full ais: 
well, more money than was ever acquired 
in the fame period, by any ftage perfor* 
mer, from the time of Rqfa'us, the great 
Roman ador, to the prefenthour. 

** At firft, ihe confined herfelf to cer* 
tain parts which were peculiarly adapted 
to her talents, and having thus fecured 
an enthufiaftic partiality in her favour, flic 
flattered herfelf with the opinion, that 
her powers were univerfal, and, therefore, 
ventured to extend the line of her per- 
formance ; but in the endeavour to increafe 
her reputation, flie has very confiderabty 
diminiftied it. — The rage for attending her 
performances is very much abated, if not 
totally fubfided ; imperfedions in feveral 
of her charaders are no longer doubted ; 
fomctimes ftie is thought to whine, and at 
other times to rant, while a monotonifing 
tone is difcovered by many, to have fmo- 
thered her energies : — In fliort, like other 
objcds of popular regard, fhe has loft 

mucte 
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moch of her popularity. — This favour- 
ite adlrefs has, of late, played to empty 
benches, and been reduced to rejoice 
at the fight of an audience which was 
principally compofed of thofe who could 
not gain admittance to the fing-fong 
of a rival theatre. This circumftance, 
however, proves that her theatric excel* 
lencies are confined within a fmall circle, 
or are deflitute of (olid merit ; — that they 
are impaired by phyGcal dcfed:s, or de- 
generated by the adoption of bad habits. 
This indeed, feems, in fome degree, to be 
her own opinion, as flie has, at prefent> 
quitted the ftage of the metropolis, for 
provincial theatres j that, when (he returns 
to it, the novelty of her appearance may, 
perhaps, ceftore her to the pofleflion of 
fomediing like her former reputation. 

*' The portrait by the fide of the tragic 
mufe, and which, notwithftanding its 
official decorations is eclipfed by it, offers 

a very 
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a very flattering refemblance of a great 
civil officer in the fitter kingdom. Of him 
nothing more can, or, indeed, need be 
laid, than that he fills his high ftafion in 
a manner that becomes him. But of the 
extraordinary rife of his family, fome par- 
ticulars may be related which will afford 
you amufement, and give you another very 
lingular example of the caprice of fortune. 
It is a whimfical anecdote, which is equal- 
ly calculated to awaken the rifibility of 
the mufeles, and to put little grandcui? 
very much out of countenance* 

" The grandfather of this gcntlemanv 
whofe portrait is before us, followed the 
laborious profefllon of a mower, and was 
cfteemed one of the ftrongeft and moft 
aftivfe nnen in his bufintfs of any in the 
county where he dwelt. Indeed fo high 
was -his profeflional reputation, that the 
perfon who employed him offered a very 
confiderable bet on his fuperiority, in the 

art 
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ait of mowing,* over any man in the king- 
dom. The challenge being accepted by a 
neighbouring gentleman, in favour of one 
of his mowers, the ground was immedi- 
ately marked out for the fcene of aftion, 
and the day appointed when the conteft . 
was to take place. 

'' Our hero, however, foon made his 
fuperiority appear very manifeft, and by 
breakfaft time was io much in advance, 
that the oppofite party could enteitain no 
hopes of fuccefs, if the bufinefs was left to 
the uninterrupted exertions of the two 
competitors. As in wagers of this nature 
all advantages may be taken, the oppo- 
nents of the forward mower tx>ok a very 
lingular one ; which was nothing lefs than 
fecretly mixing a very ftrong purgative 
with his drink. This artifice had the de- 
fired efFeft, and he was very fhortly feized 
with a complaint in his bowels that threat- 
ened the lofs of his promifed vidory. But 

he 
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he foon fufpcftcd the 'trick which had 
been played him, and in order to defeat 
its piirpole, without lofing a moment of 
that time which was fo precious to him, 
he took off his drawers, tucked his Ihirt 
round his middle, and, fufFering the phyfic 
to work as he worked, he won the wager, 
to the great diverfion of many hundred 
Ipeftators ; whofe curiofity had led them 
to be prefent on this fingular occafion. — 
Thiscircumftance rendered the fuccefsful 
mower fo great a favourite with the gen- 
tlemen of the county, that he was foon 
raifcd from the humble fituationof a com- 
mon labourer, and the means afforded 
him by which he laid the foundation of 
the good fortune that is now enjoyed by 
his pofterity. Various, indeed, have been 
the caufes by which little men have be- 
come great men, but this gentleman I 
believe is the firft perfon in high office,, 
who is indebted, for his elevation, to a 
dofe of jalap." 

^* I have 
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"** 1 have cidier read, or heard it ob- 
ferved/' faid the Count, '* that one of the 
principal ufcs of foreign travel is to re- 
move prejudices, and you feem determined 
that whatever they might be which I • 
brought from my own country, they fhall 
not be of my party when I return to it.— 
It is very certab, however, that the road 
to honours in this country, is not attended 
with thole difficulties which obAruft it 
in many others. I may at leaft aflert, 
without the poffibility of contradidion, 
that in the good kingdom of Spain, a ton 
of jalapj would not be able to make a gen- 
tleman* 

** But with all my love of the arts/* 
continued Don Cleofas, '* here is a piece . 
of nature's work coming towards us> . 
which, in my opinion, is worth all the pic- 
tures and ftatges in all the galleries of Eu- 
rope« — ^By the uncommon attentions Ihc 
receives from the elderly lady and gentle- 
man, , 
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man who accompany her, — I fuppofe flie 
is fome young perfon of dillinftion/* 

*^ She is come here,*' anfwered Af- 
modeus, *^to fit for her portrait; and 
is the daughter of the old folks, who 
are endeavouring to footh Mifs into ami- 
able looks for the purpofe of fecuring, 
at leaft to her pidhire, that pleafing ex- 
preffion of features which flie is not 
always in the humour to exhibit her- 
felf. 

*' You may have heard, perhaps, of 
a wife being ruled by an hufband, or 
an hulband ruled by his wife : — The 
fexcs are oQicn feen to cxercife a matri- 
monial tyranny, over each other; but 
the fcene which I am about to unfold 
to you, the. aftors of which you have 
juft beheld, is of a very different na- 
ture : — It is the tyranny of a laucy girl 
of fifteen, over fond and foolifli parents, 
who live but to watch her wifties and 
obey her commands* 

** Arabella 
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** Arabella is the only child of a Baro- 
net, of an ancient family and large for- 
tune, — her parents doat on her to excefs ; 
and their pride, as well as their tender af-^ 
fcdbions, are concentrated in this darling 
daughter j for they confider her not only 
as a paragon of beauty, but as the ulti- 
mate branch of a family, which ought not 
to be extinft. — The defire, therefore, of 
bringing her to maturity, having fuch 
powerful inducements, j^roduced that early 
indulgence, which was to prevent every 
defire, to check every uneafinefs, and to 
gratify every fancy of her infant mind. 

*' The confequences of an education, 
founded upon thefe principles, may be . 
eafily conceived : — The young lady, from 
having been an ill-humoured child, that 
nobody loved,— 4s become a pettifh, pe- 
remptory girl, whom, if it were not for 
fixm beauty, and a large fortune, every 
body would avoid. — Indeed her temper 
is^ occafionaUy, ib very unpleafant, that 

her 
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her doting parents, all fubmiflive as they 
are, find themfelves, fometimes at a lofs, 
how to fupport it. — It would really exhauft 
your patience, were you to fee with what 
haughtinefs (he will frequently .receive the 
homage of thefe affedtionate people; — 
with what a carelefs eafe (he regards their 
attentions, and in what a cool tone of 
command fhe too often governs their ac- 
tions. — The very moment her fancy fug- 
gefts any thing for her pleafure, it muft be 
inftantly obtained, or the whole family is 
thrown into diforder ; and her fancies have 
been humoured into fuch a degree of irre- 
gularity, that they always require thofe 
gratifications that are of the mod difficult 
, attainment, — and which, when obtained, 
are frequently received without any ex- 
preffion of acknowledgment or fatisfac- 
tion. — A fervant has been fent exprefs to 
London, which is an hundred and twenty 
miles from her father's feat, for an elegant 
drefs, in order to give her a fuperiority of 
appearance at a country-ball, which, when 

• 
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it has arrived, fhe has not only refufed 
to wear, but has thrown afide with con- 
tempt. 

" To remonftrate with her on thefe 
unpleafant and difgraceful caprices, would 
make her fret, — and fretting would make 
her look pale, — and then the good Knight 
is alarmed for her health, — and his 
good lady fears fome diminution of her 
beauty ; — fo that thefe worthy, miftaken 
people, facrifice every fatisfaftion of their 
own lives, in fruitlefs endeavours to make 
that of their daughter happy. 

^' This capricious charafter, which has 
manifefted itfelf in her childlifti and girlifti 
days, is preparing accumulated forrow for 
her infatuated parents. — The feafon of 
love is at hand i and what is to be ex- 
pedled from Arabella, when under the in- 
fluence of a paflion that makes fools of th€ 
wife? 
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<^ Among other thoi^tlefs indulgeMes, 
the amufement of novel-reading has beem 
permitted to cxcefs. — She akcady po&i&a 
tvtry preparative to romantic love ; and 
is, 33 it were^ on the oioment of entering 
into all the wilds of it. Without exerting 
any cKtraordinaiy power of prophecy, I 
may venture to foretell^ that fhe will foon 
make her parents curfe the criminal fbnd« 
ne(s, agaiflfl: which no counfcla of friend* 
ihipy or admonitions of experiences were 
allowed to operate. — ^Oiher comfbre$> k 
is to be hoped^ bic in ftore (or them j-* 
for they will receive neither honour, fup- 
porr, or confolation, from the virtues of 
Arabella .-—Their own falfe and foblifli 
tenderneifi hast blafied them for even 

*' But here is a wbim&c^ woman 
of another fore, age) and complexion; 
whofe ftrange affectation, however, wouM 
be ill-treated, were it followed by any thing 
but laughter. She is a widow lady, of 
high rank ; and though (he has but jufl 

fight 


fight eaoi^h to fee her way, and difcovcr 
fofnediing of the forni of large okgcfts, it 
is her particular fancy tx> coavtrfc and a£t 
Its if fhe had the beam of a lynx. She is 
come here to anrafJe an hour in viewing 
the piawcs, not a fii^ic figure of which 
can Ihe diftinguifh ; — and if her compa^ 
nion, on whom Ihe kans, were to attempt 
to correft her in ary of her neceflary mif- 
takes, fhe would not only be difiBifled 
from a very good fituadoa, but have ha 
name erafed out of a will, in which it is, 
at prefent, joined to a confiderablc fe- 
gacy, as a reward for her pliant fubicrvi- 
ence to the reigning foibJcs of her pa- 
troneis. 

** But the good lady does not efcape, 
as you may fuppofe, without caufing a good 
deal of mirth among her acqtsaint?a{ice.«-*« 
It was but yefterday that (he paid a vifit to 
a certaia Duchcfe ; and, after layjug a great 
many fine things to a fire-fcreen, inftead 
of her Graces fljc arofe to look at a very'' 
large pifturc of monkies, whofe fplendid 

F 2 frame 
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frame had fl.ru ck upon her ken; and, 
after appearing to examine it with great 
attention, through her glafs, fhe pro- 
nounced it to be a very fine family piece, 
from the very great refemblance of the por- 
traits to her Grace and my Lord Duke.'* 

'* This circumftance," obferved Don 
Cleofas, might, notwithftanding the folly 
of it, be attended with fome degree of 
mortification/* " You arc moft un- 
doubtedly right/' replied Afmodcus; 
*^ and if the family had been, as fome are, 
remarkable for any perfonal defeat, . the 
comparifon, acGidental as it -was, would 
not have been very gracioufly received ; 
but, in the inftance I have jufl: related, 
there is too great an aflemblage of family 
beauty, to be at all difconcerted by the 
curious compliment. 


€C 


But npw let me aflc my friend, what 
is his opinion of this portrait of a female 
figure, in a white robe, who is reprefented 
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as feeding a pigeon." — *' The a<5t/* faid 
the Count, is characteriftic of a benevolent 
mind, and the lady fcems to wear the fea- 
tures which are frequently the diftinguifh- 
ing marks of an amiable difpofition.'* 
" It is very true," replied the Demon ; 
** the original of this pifture is a woman of 
very Angular humanity, and I win give 
you an example of it- Some time lince, 
Ihe was miftrefs of a beautiful fct of cream- 
coloured ponies, v.'hich flie was very fond 
of driving in a phaeton ; but, becoming 
tired of that amufcment, fhe determined 
to difpofe of theni, and gave her orders 
accordingly: — reflefting, however, that 
her favourite little horfes might not meet 
with fuch kind treatment from another as 
they had done from her, — flie changed her 
determination, and humanely ordered her 
coachman to cut their throats. 

*^ With this truly compaffionate lady, 
then,*' faid Don Cleofas, *' we will finifh, 
if you pleafe, our prefent vifit ; — I have 

F 3 feei) 
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feen enough of copies> and fhould be glad 
to return to our purfuit of originals. 
** Your Lordftiip has anticipated me, 
anfwcred the Demon, " for I was on the 
moment of making the fame propor- 
tion. Indeed, I mufl: beg your confent to 
let me di(p<^ of you for half an hour, as I 
have a little errand of confequence to per* 
form, on which you cannot be permitted 
to accompany me. — I will not, however, 
leave you entirely without ami^ement to 
fill up the interval till my return; — and 
tlicre,*' continued Afmodeus, as they 
quitted the houfe, ** are the good people 
whom I Ihall employ for that puipofc.— 
The fmart little woman, who is walking 
round the garden of the fquare, with a 
gentleman in boots, muft have the uncwi- 
fcious honour of entertaining you, till 1 
have the pleafure of feeing you again. — 
You will join the party immediately, and, 
without being vifible to their optics, you 
fhall both hear and underftand the fubjed 
of their converfation."— The Count obeyed 

without 
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V 

without hcfitation the commands of his 
diabolic ma(ler> and was entertained with 
the following little hiftoiy* 

* It is fo long/ faid the gentleman, 
' fincc I faw you laft, and you were thch 
^ fo much younger than you are at prefent^ 

* that if I had paflfed you every d^y of my 
^ life, I (hould not h4Vc recolledked your 

* features ; — I thank you, therefore^ for 

* making youifelf known to me^ as I 

* (hould be moft happy to be of fervic?e 

* to the child of people whom I had knowh 

* and regarded in my early years*— Your 

* appearance, is nor, I muft own, of ^ 
^ nature to make me v^ry &nguiae in my 
^ expedtations that your ^Oiaiion is as I 

* could wifli it; — bViti whaiev^r, if may 

* be, your unrcferved communication of 
^ it, can alone enabk n^ to big'come your 

* friend/ 

* Your fuljjicions, Sir,^ ahCv/ertd the. 
young woman> ' arc but t©o well di- 

F4 * direftedi 
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* refted ^ — but it is now my duty, as well 
' as my intereft, to fpeak the truth ; and 

* I will give a very faithful outline of my 

* life, fince I turned my back on that home 

* to which I have continually, and moft 

* anxwufly wifhed to be rcftored. 

* I need not tell you^ who know the 

* world fo well, that there is no excufe fo 

* favourable to the wilhes of a girl who 
' has a mind to run away from home, as 

* a fathcr-iA-law, or a mother-in-law j— 
' the fecond marriage of my mother af- 

* forded me this excufe, — and I availed 

* myfelf of it, to efcape from what I 

* thought proper to confider domeftic ty- 

* ranny, in order to find liberty and hap- 

* pinefs in the arms of a ftroUing player, 

* This event like all that have followed, 

* did not anfwer my expedations, — The 

* hero whom I had admired on the ftage, 
' proved but a miferable figure be- 

* hind the fcenes ; and* I foon difcovered 

-" the 
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the fond defcriptions which my lover had 
given me of liappifiefs, to exift only in 
the pages of thofe plays from whence 
he borrowed them. I, however, pof- 
fefled fome little ambition, and deter- 
mined to ftrut my hour upon the fiage. 
My education, as you well know, could 
not have been very brilliant, — but my 
memory was good, and I did not find it 
difficult to repeat the part which I could 
fcarceread. — I had vivacity enough for 
comedy, and fpirit enough for tragedy,, 
but the natural hoarfenefs of my voice 
prevented me from fucceeding in either, 
even on the boards of a tarn. — I was» 
therefore, obliged to content myfelf with 
makin;^' one in a dance, or adding my 
figure 10 the train of a proceffio.i. 


* The perfon, however, with whom I 

* lived, having fome fKill in mud *, and 
' a voice whicn was thought fuperiur to 

* an itinerant fituation^ became engaged 

* to perform at a I'lif-atre Rjyil, — and 

* thither I accompanied him.: — ThcfpJen- 

F s « aor 
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^ dor of our new fitiiad<Mi, when compared 
' with die wretched ihifb of a ftrolling 
' coinpan7» made me ambidous to enter 
^ upon thelcene, if it were only to bear 
' a torch^ or to add a icream to a chorus. 

* But, in fpite of all my endeavoursj I could 
^ not fucceedj — and my gallant afluring 
' me^ after fbme months iuftm<5tioii» that 

* I had not any ear whatever for muficj^— 
' a very ferious quarrel enfiied between 
' us, wl>ich, as I thought, juftified my 
' proving unfaithful to him, and attach- 
' ing myfcif to another, who, by declaring 
' that I had the notes of a nightingale, 
' very eafily won me to him. — But my 

• * * 

^ new lover, all enamoured as he was, 

^ foon difcovered, in his turn, fbme very 

unmufical tones in my voice, and the 

harmony of our afFedlions was foon dif- 

folved. 


* Experience^ indeed, has at length 
' convinced me, that my notes are of an 
' harlher nature than I could have fuf« 

* peded I 
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* pc&ed i and fo uniform ht^t brtri the 

* cbrnplaints of thciti, t^rotn ttttf pttfon 

* with whom I have lince been connefted, 

* rfrat I itm forced, at laft, to iecknow- 
^ ledge dwfti ds unpleafant even t^ rny- 

* feif.-*-In ftiorf, Sir, the eoittinual d5f- 
^ cord in which I hav< been engagtd, with 

* one and another, has made me look with 
« 4 longing eye to that home, which 1 
^ left becanfe 1 was not happy, and to 

* which t moft ardently long to return, 

* lljiecauft, fince I left it, \ have never 

* ccafcd to be itiiferable. 

* f beg leave to repeat the word mi/e^ 
' Table ; — for, however gay, — howevei^ va- 

* ried, and however pleafurable, a life of 

* proftitution may, at times*, prove, the 

* intervals ard toodreadfiii to be deftyibed i 

* nay, the very means which arc? ^m- 

* ployed to chafe away ref!e(ftion*,-^td 
^ deaden remdmbrtoce-^ta baiiifh t\^^tf 
^ henlion, and animate hope,, are btit fo 
•' many opiates^ which, while they afTorcf 

F6 * alhorL- 
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* a ihort-lived cafe to pain, poiforv the 

* very roots of virtue and happinels* 

' What is the miftrefs even of a man of 

* falhion, but a pampered being, whom a 

* moment's, caprice may fink from a w-^- 
< vis to a dunghill. A man of fenti- 

* ment, indeed, would difmifs her with 

* kindnels; or, at leaft, he would not 
' leave her to the horrors of poverty and 

* diflrefs. But what mull be her feelings> 

* if a grain of fenfibility remains in her 
' breaft, when his laft adieu is accompa-^ 

* nied with thofe whole fome counfcls 

* which fhe has not the rcfolution-to foL- 
' low ?" 

* Promifcuous connexion is ftill worfci. 

* To hang on the arm of a young lawyer> 
^ at a public place, tonight; — to be 

* whirled, the following day, in a young 

* merchant's phaeton to Epfom- races; — 

* and to figure, on the third evening, witK 

* a fmart cockade, in the green boxes of 

a'playr 
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* a play-houfe; — ^what is it all — but a mi- 

* ferable cxiftencc? Or, if the expeftcd vi- 
' fitor docs not come, to fally forth, in 

* order to find the accidental lover,— what 

* is it but greater mifery ? — Or to become 

* ftationary with a man you diflike, who 

* dare not pafs you off as his wife ; and 

* has it in his power to turn you into the 
' ftreet, whenever he pleaics^ as a dif- 

* carded and faded miftrefs ; — what is it 

* all, but mifery indeed I 


* I (hall not defcend into a further de* 
Icription of the wretched hfe in which I 
am ei^'aged^ becaufe, thank Heaven, 
I have not yet known it: — I (hall, 
therefore, conclude my melancholy (lory, 
with a folemn and experimental decla- 
ration, that the lowed lituation of vir- 
tue is better than the htgheft elevation 
of vice i — and with offering the wilh of 
my heart, that the friends of my outh 
would forgive my errors, and cake back 
their poor ftrolkr, who has xo long been 

* tire^ 
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^ tired of ftrolling in the jMths of erfof, to 

* giyc her a final and fkving admHfion to 
^ the home of virtue/ 

* Well/ faid the gendcmai^ after wsdk- 
ing a few paces in filence, • if your ac- 

* tions keep pace with yoirr words, — and 
' you give me thofe proofn of your fincc- 

* rity which I (hati require, — vou may 

* depend upon my obtaining for you that 
' forgivenefe from your mother, which 

* will be accompanied with her bcft pro^ 

* teftion from the temptations and dif- 
» trdTes of your prefcnt unhappy condi- 
'^ tion/ 

Wirfi this prdmife of fricndfhip he 
took his leave ; — and, while Don Geofas 
was obferving, with fome degree of aC- 
tonilhmcnc, that the countenance of the 
young woman did not betray all thofe 
iymptoms of fatisfaftion which he fa na* 
turally expefted would arife, on the happy 
profpe(£t: before her, Aimodeus made his 

appear- 


tpporance, to fatirfjr hiro oa die fub* 

*' I find you difappointed,'* faid the 
Demoiij ^<at pfercdving the effeAs of 
cfilappcHntment^ nhctt, I can afTure joo, 
it is rcty fevcrefy felt. That Iktle anful 
baggage has ixAd her ftory^ without any 
material variation from the truth ; but all 
the 2Lfk&ed pathos of the bufinefs was in* 
trodUced^ in hopes of gaimng a littlo 
immediate ftipply, of a peeuniary nature* 
If (he had obtained a few guineas^ as ihe 
fiifly cxpefted, for her aflumed repentance^ 
tkc worthy man whom fhe has been en«» 
deavonring to dupe, would have feen her 
no more-. A few months ago the ftratagenv 
would have fuceccded' j but unltiekily for 
her, he has of late become rather fufpici- 
qus of the fex ; and a very par tieular cir- 
cumftasKe thaf befiKll him aboue Rn weeka* 
ago, has implanted a fennment in. his' 
breaft which it had never known before* 
Nor will you> I believe, exprcfe any afteK 

niihment 
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Aifhment at it^ when I have explained ta 
you the caufeof fuch an unexpefted change 
in his nature* 

" You muft know then, that till the 
event which I am about to tell you, this 
gentleman was remarkable for his gene- 
rous and unfufpefbing difpofition; nor 
had the common ingratitude of mankind 
and ordinary difappointments of frrcndftiip^ 
been able, in any degree, to diminifh it* 
But, about two years ago, he conncded 
himfelf with a young woman, whofe per- 
fonal charms and afFeftionatc attentions,, 
had attached him fo foncly to her, tl^^t 
his intimate friends entcrti^ined very feri- 
ous apprehenfions kft he fhould form aa 
indifloluble union with her^ 

. ** This favourite miftrefs was maintain- 
C|d by him in a very handfome manner: — 
Jie had iixed her. in an hout, in one of 
the moft'fafl lonable ftreeis. which he had 
furniflied with great elegance s and a. black 

: . . fcrvant,, 
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fervant, in a livery enriched with filver- 
lace, was ufed tx) follow her, in .her morn- 
ing promenades. When Ihe became preg- 
nant, her friend was enchanted, and there 
is not a doubt, but that foon after ftie had 
made him a father, he would have made 
her a wife; but, moft unfortunately for 
her, when the child made its entry into 
the worldj it appeared to wear the colour 
of the fervant, inftead of that of the 
mailer. 

" The confequencc of this unexpeAed 
bulinefs was, that as foon as the lady re-» 
covered ftrength fufficient to be removed, 
Ihe was ordered to quit the houfe j and with 
a purfe of guineas, and a load of frippery. 
Was turned into the wide world, to feek 
another place of reft, with her tawny bant- 
ling and fable paramour. 

** From that moment this worthy man 
has been the flav? of fufpicion ; and tho* 
the virtue of benevolence is too deeply 

roQtei' 
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rooted in his nature to be eradicaiied frofW 
ky he will never again yield to its emo^ 
• tions without the moft complete convic^-^ 
dkm^ that the objed who folicits his^ 
favoursi is indubitably dei^rving of 
them. 

^* I pcreeive/' concimsed the Demon, 
*' that you are preparing to let ofFa ToUey 
of very fine fentimentA on the bufisiefi ^ 
but female falfehood and artifice are fucb 
ftale fubjedls, that I (hall take upon me 
to interrupt you, without any ceremony,— 
4Uid> with as little, to intloduce you to a 
few morning vifits, wheit^, I believe, we 
ihall find fbmediing for your jH^Ient en- 
tertainment ; and, if it fhall fi> ple^e you, 
for your future reflcflion. A flrcet in the 
ne^bourbood, wiU afford us all we can 
wifh, and the window of an attic-ftory, 
will grant us a pofition to command the 
different fcenes which 1 fhall have the 
tipoour of unfoMfng to you. 




In 
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In an inftant they were in poflcflion of 
the propdcd fituadon ; and the Count had 
fcarcc time to look a little about him, 
when Afinodcus dircdcd his attention to 
the firft-floor of the houfc immediately 
oppofite to them* 

'' The tm ladies," fiud he, «' whom 
you fee there, converfing widt fo much 
cordiality, form a very Angular coalition $ 
for they are the wife and the miftrefs of the 
fame gendeman«" ^* A Angular coalitioA 
indeed,^' exclaimed the Count $ ** but do, 
I pray you, explain to me, upon what 
liberal, or illiberal principle, can they have 
adopted fuch an harmonic fyftem.'* 

** The wife,*' anfwcred the Demons 
^' is a very fenfible woman, and gives no 
finall proof of her title to dut charadlc»; 
by the condudl I ait^ about to relate to 
you. She well knows it to be beyond the 
reach of poflibiiity to keep her hufband, 

who 
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who is, in every other relpedt, an irre- 
proachable charafter, within the bounds 
of rigid fidelity: — She, therefore, very 
wifely exerts her iitmoft endeavours to pre- 
vent -that failing from being, as little as 
poflible, difhonourablc to hinnfelf, and in- 
jurious to his family. She is, therefore, 
very folicitous to fix his preference on the 
•prefent obje6t of it; as fhe believes her 
•to be a woman who does honour to a 
•difhonourable charafter, and poffefles 
Jentiments which would become a better 
iituation*: and being informed this morn- 
ing that herhufband has lately paid fome 
fufpicious attentions to a figurante of the 
Opera, fhe did not hefitate to make this 
very unexpedled vifit ; and having ex- 
plained, in the moil unreferved manner, 
ihe real caufe of it, theffe two very fenfible 
.women immediately entered upon the 
important bufmefs, in which they are now 
•engaged, of forming, a plan to keep this 
.worthy man to thcmfelves.'* 

♦' I muft 
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*' I muft really acknowledge,'' faid 
Don Cleofas, *^ that this arrangement, 
taken in all its circunnftances, has no. 
common merit; and that thofe women 
who are capable of making jealoufy fub- 
fervient even to their interelV, muft poflefs 
very fuperior minds. 

" But tell me, I beg of you, .what mer- 
ry ideas play on the fancy of that gen- 
tleman who has juft let himfelf out of the 
adjoining houfes and who, to all appea;^- 
ance, can fcarce walk along, frpm the . 
violence of his laughter." '^ The female 
tite a tete,* anfwered Afmodeus, '^ in 
the drawingrroom of the fame houfe> is the 
caufe of his mirth, and when I have ex- 
plained the circumftances of the fcene, it ; 
is not impoffiblc, but you may Qnd ^ fi- 
milar attack upon yotir rifible. propen- 
fity, 

« 

" There ijs fiQthiQg fo .pleafant, , my 
good frien4> as female friendfhip. Lady 

E 
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E B and Mrs* M- 

are moft infeparable. They are lb happy 
when they arc together — and dicy are fo 
unhappy when they are afunder^ that lan- 
guid fails in adequate expreffioas to con* 
\ey their fcntiments on the happine&or 
mifery of thde refpe6tive fituations.— 
Though they have paffed the morning 
with each other^ they embrace when they 
meet in the evenings with all the ardour 
of long feparated lovers, Neverthelefs, 
they ara not fo blinded by their mutual 
attachment^ as to be infenfible to each 
l^hcTB failings* 


•* A gentleman called on Lady E- 


B this morning, and on enquiring 

afta* her friend, Mrs. M , received 

the following anfwer :**— ' She is certainly 
^ a charming woman, and I love her vaftly, 
^ and I believe ihe loves mc better than 
' any thing in the world, except her own 
* Jbot and ancl^. They are rather pretty 
^ to be fure,«-but ftUI, you know, it is 

^ abo- 


^ abominably tirelbme to fee a woman in 
^ a continual diiplay of any cafual per* 

* fedlions (he may poffefs.— She cannot 
^ fit upright in her chair, for fear they 
' fhould not be feen ; and> in eroding a 

* couple of yards of clean pavement, to 
' get from the door to the coach, ihe 

* draws her drefe half way up her legs, 

* in order that any accidental pailenger 

* may view the fymmetry that belongs to 

* thenv. But fhe is incorrigible, and muft 

* be left to the ridicule which is drawn on 

* her by her coquettifti folly/* 

^ The gentleman fbon after made his 
bow, and in the courfe of the morning 

presented hin^elf to Mrs. M ■■ ; and, . 

among things, mentioned that he was 
come from having the pleafure of leeing 

Lady E B " ' The bcft 

^ creature in the werld P eiiclaimed her 
friend 5*1 love her infinitely j— but, if 
^ yov have any intereft with her La'ihip, 

* I wifh you would prevail upon her to 

' pay 
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* pay a little more attention to appear- 
' ances. Though fhe has a very plain 

* face indeed, and is as clumfy as a plough* 
^ boy, fhe might, neverthelefs, contrive 

* to put on her cloaths fo as to look fome- 

* thing better than a chamber-maid.—- To 
' tell you the truth, I have often heard it 

* obfcrved of her La'fhip, that if it were 

* not for tlie fervant who follows her, (he 

* would, efpecially if (he was a little 
^ handfomer, be taken for I know not 

* what/ 

^^ As Mrs. M was fpcaking, the 

door opened, — Lady E B — ' 

was announced, — the two friends flew into ' 
each others arms, and could fcarce ex- 
prefs the ardour of their reciprocal con- 
gratulations. At this moment, the gen- 
tleman glided away, as any other gentle- 
man would have done, and as you have 
feen him do ; and will ferve as a fubjeA 
for the morning ridicule of them both^ 


1% 
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" From what I have obfervcd/' replied 
Don Cleofas, " the charafters of men ap- 
pear to vary in different countries; but 
women, I believe, arc the fame in every 
part of the globe." 

*' In the next houfe," faid Afmodeus, 
*' you may fee two gentlemen, one of 
whom is drefled in mourning, who are 
engaged in fettling a little account, in 
which they poffefs a mutual fatisfadion. — 
They are two young men of the world,^ 
who are above being fubjed to the con- 
troul of any principle or fentiment but 
what they call honour. Some time ago, 
they laid a confiderable wager on the 
lives, or rather, on the deaths of their 
refpeftive fathers. The gendeman in 
black, is fo fortunate as to be the lofer'j — 
his father died in the middle of laft month, 
ah4 he is now paying the money, which 
he does with a great deal of fatisfadion, 
as the event which fubjefts him to this 
payment, has put him in pol^efllon of fix 
Vol. IV. G thou- 
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thoufand pounds a year : whik die win- 
ner receives the bet as ibmcthing of a tem- 
porary confoiation for the mortifying de- 
hy of a fimilar event:— I mean the death 
of his father.** 

** But what is the caufc of all that con- 
fufion/^ faid the Count, " which I fee ia 
the houfe to the left of us ?— And what 
offence has the culprit committed > who is, 
at this moment, turned into the ftreet, by 
a gentleman in a naval uniform ?'* — *' It 
is his valet de chambre/' anfwcrcd Afmo- 
deus, ** who is in the predicament which 
you feem to pity, and the circumftance is 
rather of a laughable nature- 

^* The mafter of this faithful fervant 
has been for fome years very much attach- 
ed to a kdy who^ during that time, has 
lived in his hoUfe, and governed his fami- 
ly, nor has he feen any caufe whatever m 
f^rpcS: her fidelity. But arriving intown, 
nitlier unexpe£tedfy^ this morning, he 

found 


found hk trufty valet in bed with his 
miftrefs. Though extremely enraged at 
flich a difcoverjr, he commanded his paf- 
fions fo far, as to wait till the highly fa- 
'Youred domeftic was prepared to appear 
before him ^ — when^ on asking the rafcal, 
in a very peremptory tone, how he dared to 
take the liberty in which he had been de- 
te£ted^ he replied with great calmnefs, 
and without the leaft helitation, that hi» 
nufter, when he entered into his fervice, 
had particularly enjoined him to obey the 
Lady's commands in every things and 
that fhe had, the preceding night, com- 
manded him to go to bed to her. This 
very iafulting and unexpedted reply, has 
occafioned that violent guft of paffion 
which has driven the offender into the 
ftrcet." 

*' The- bufinefe is laughable enough/' 
laid die Count, *^ and no rule of the dra- 
ma appears to me to have been violated 
in tkfi condudt of it. For my own part, 

G 2 had 
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had I been the fcrvant, I (hould have 
obeyed the commands of my miftrcfs ; and 
had I been the mafter, I (hould have turn- 
ed him out of doors for it. — But my good 
friend, very contrary to his ufual prac- 
tice, feems to have forgotten the lady, 
—what is become of her ?" 

" If you will take the trouble,'* an- 
iwered the Demon, " of direfting your 
looks to the upper-ftory, you will fee the 
offending fair one, who, after confulting 
with her femmc de chambre on the bufi- 
nefs, has began to pack up her parapher- 
nalia; that in cafe {he ftiould be fent off 
in the fame whirlwind with her paramour, 
fhe may be prepared to take her move- 
ables along with her/* 

*• Talking of moveables,*' faid Don 
Cleofas, " I fee a very pretty quantity of 
them difplayed on a table in the parlour 
almoft oppoHte to us ; and if I might 
judge from their appearance^ they have 

been 
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been but very lately removed from the 
filverfmith's (hop to the poffeffion of the 
lady who is now cxaniining them with 
fuch apparent fatisfaftion,'*' *'She is mar- 
ried," faid Afmodeus, '^ to a gay Weft 
Indian of large fortune, who loves her 
better than any thing in the world, except 
a little diflipated harlot by whom he is 
infatuated. This very morning he order- 
ed a complcat fervice of drefling plate for 
the baggage, but die filverfmith, fome how 
or other; miftogk the obje6t of the com- 
miflion, and has made a moft confounded 
blunder indeed, by fending it to the. wife 
inftead of the miftrefs. The gallant gen- 
tleman, however, after fwearing pretty 
handfomely at the tradefman, will very 
wifely aflume at home all the merit of 
theprefent, whofe accidental deftination 
he curfes in his heart. 

" That violent buftle at the door of 

* 

a large houfe immediately to the right of 
us^ ariies from a circunnilance which 

G 3 might 
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might make good men look grave, but 
will fumiOi many an hearty laugh among 
the men of the town. 

" The gentleman who livfes there, pof- 
fcfling the advantage of perfonal privilege^ 
from being a member of Parliament, but 
without having a fingfc acre of proper- 
ty, contrives, by fomc fecret art, to live in 
all the elegance and fafhion of an ample 
fortune. Happening yefterday morning 

. to encounter one of his nioft importunate 
creditors in the ftreet, he extricated him- 
ielf from the man's folicitationsi by ap- 
pointing him to call as to-day, for the 

. payment of his demand ; and not only 
delired him to be pun(^ual as to the time, 
but added, *If my rafcak of fervants 
' fhould deny me, which 1 believe they 

* frequendy do, without my knowledge, 

* to fave themfelves trouble, I defire you 

* will not take their word, but walk on, 

* without any ceremony, to my dreffing- 

* room, where I ihall be ready to receive 

* you.* 


♦ you/ Solaced with thefe kind aflli- 
rances, the good man took his leave 
with every exprellion of acknowledgement ; 
and the amiable gentleman, on his return 
home, gave particular orders to his fer- 
vants, when this perfon called die next 
xnorning^ on no account whatever to ad- 
mit him into the houfe^ 

** At the time appointed, however, the 
unfulpeAing tradefman appeared at the 
door« and, on the matter of the houfe be- 
ing denied, he puihed forw^ards as he had 
been inftrudled ; the fervants had received 
their inftrudlions alfo^ and he was, at 
firft, oppofed with remonftrancc and mo- 
deration^. When, however, he ftrove with 
a ycry perfevering i]'>irit to effeft his 
purpofe,. — force became abfolutely ne- 
ceflary ; and he has been difcarded, as you 
fee, from the door with that violence 
which has buried all his hopes of pay*- 
ment in the filth of a kennel. He is now 
threatening the utmoft revenge of legal 

G 4 pro* 
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profecution; but his friends will advife 
him to fave himfelf from general ridicule, 
cby concealing in filence that cataftrophe, 
which he had not the common under- 
Aanding to forcfee, 

"That gentleman who is paffing be- 
low us, is a man of a certain turn of hu- 
mour, but who poffeffes a thoufand goiod 
qualities- He has lately loft his wife;— 
imy, it was but laft week that he configned 
her with all that philofophy which marks 
a wife man, to the tomb of her anceftors/' 
" For my pa«r,'* faid the Count, " I 
fliould rather have conceived, from the 
cheerfulnefs of his afped and the fmart- 
nefs of his apparel, that he had been a 
bridegroom, rather than a widower; and 
•that inftead of having juft loft a wife, he 
had juft got one. On what whimfical 
principle can he reconcile his difpenfing 
with the ufual folemnity of fables on the 

mournful occalion ?" 

> 

*« To 
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^* To tell you the truth/* anAvered 
Afmodeus, *' which, by the bye, he does 
not fcruple to tell all the world,— his late 
fpoufe was fuch a termagant devil, and, 
of courfe, led him fuch a lif •, that he 
abfolutely wifhes to, publifh the fatisfac* 
tion he feels at being rid of her, — by thus 
adapting his exterior appearance to the 
joy of his heart. — ^He has, however, or- 
dered a large bunch of black crape to be 
tied round the neck of the dog which foU 
lows him,— who was occafionally favoured 
by a kind word from his kta miftrefs,— « 
and is, therefore, the only one of the fa-- 
mily who has any caule whatever to rer 
gret her. 

*' By way of contraft, give a lirtle of 
your atcencion to that lady in mojrning, 
who is fitting at a table, and converling 
wrth a gei.tleman in a drc^fs of the fame 
colour. — She has lately t)een deprived of 
the bcft hufband in the world, — and has 

G 5 E"t 
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put on. Ac apparel of deep diftiefs^ in or- 
der H> make people believe that (he laments, 
I^s lofs.. Her weeds are not only ar- 
ranged according to the moft rigid regu- 
l^ons rf widowhood, — but (he confines, 
herfelf to her room, — fees little or no com- 
pany, — and> in regaiding with moiftened. 
eyes the portrait of that moft excellent 
man her hufband, which hangs before- 
her, flie finds her beft, and, indeed, het 
only confolation.— This is die language 
ftie holds to the few who arc admitted to 
the friendly, but fruitlefs endeavours t(h 
afford her confolation j . and ftich is the- 
difcourfc flie is npw addreffing to her pre-, 
fentvifitor, who was a near relation, and: 
intimate friend of the man flie deplores.— 
When, however, he has taken his leave,, 
ftie will immediate^ fet about finiftiing a> 
long letter to a very handfome young man,, 
in the North, her criminal attachment to 
whom, hurried her doting huiband to his 
grave* 
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*• In the gamt of the fame houfr, a 
very curious, though not uncommon ce- 
remony is performing, to which I fhall^ 
introduce you. — A footman of the family 
died there lad night, who was remarkable 
for a very fine head of hair ;-^and a falhi- 
enable peruquier, who has made a pur* 
chafe of it from the nurfe, is now engaged 
in feparating it from the corple,. in order 
to form it into a braid for a lady of qua- 
lity. 

** But I fee a numberoffervants," faidi 
die Count, "all employed in raifing a lad^ 
dertoa window, at which a gentleman ap^ 
pears in. a ftate of as much diftrefs and' 
impatience as if the houfc were on fire, and' 
the flames at his heels ; yet i do not per- 
ceive any fymptomsof fuch an accidents— 
To theufe of a ladder^ at midnight, 1 am: 
not aUogether ai ftranger^ as your Wor- 
(hip well knows 5; — but the defcending in^ 
this manner, froman upper (lory, at mid • 
day^ and in. the face of the wurld^ is a 

G6 giece' 
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piece of gallantry, which is fo far from 
being familiar to my experience, that it 
is beyond the reach even of my compre* 
henfion/* 

•• The hiftory of this bufinefe," faid 
the Demon, " is of that peculiar nature, 
as, at the fame moment, to excite the op- 
pofite fenfations of difguft and merriment. 
One abhors the tranfadlion, without being 
able to refram from laughing at it. 

*« The houfe which now a^ttrads your 
notice^ belongs to a noble Lord, whoie 
charader will be better explained by the 
account I afn about to give you, than by 
a long declamation on the fubjed:.— It 
may be neccffary, hawcver, to obferve, 
that his Lordfliips principal, pleafute con- 
fi Is in aTociating with that kind of men 
who will fubmit to his folly, and join in 
his exceffes for the fake of keeping com- 
pany with a lord, and enjoying the good 
things of hi^ table.—- The perfon whom 
-"" you 
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you have fecn efc^ from the window, 
is one of thefe refpcaabk people, — and 
was particularly invited to the honour of 
breakfafting» this morning, with his noble 
patron. — Previous, however, to his arrival, 
the chocolate had been medicated with a 
very ftrong purgative drug ; and of that 
balmy fluid the favoured gueft was per- 
fuaded, without much difficulty, to take 
a very plentiful portion. — He was then in- 
vited, by the noble lady of the houfe, with 
a very innocent politcnefs, to waih it down 
with a few cups of tea. When his Lord:^ 
fhip imagined the feafon of operation was 
drawing nigh, he quietly quitted the 
room; and, having double-locked the 
doors of it, he put the keys in his pocket, 
and fallied forth. to take his. morning 
walk, — leaving his wife and his friend 
totally unfufpieious of the project which 
was formed, againft them. 

" In a very Ihort time, however, the 
latter wa$ feized with a fudden, and \xxo& 

prefling; 


\ 
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preflitig neceflity to quit the room $- 
he found,, to his utter aftonifhment and: 
. difmay, on making application, to the 
doors, that all paflage from thence was 
denied him.. Modelty had long been a. 
ftrang r tohis.chara<ftcrj and, as for any 
delicacy offentimenr, of any kind, he had. 
never known it i. — But he now felt himfelf 
in a predicament, (or once in his life^ 
when he experienced fomething like the 
influence of both. — To do him juftice, his 
diftrefs was extremcj — there was not a.^ 
clofet to- receive, nor a fcreen to hide 
him ; and the lady, who could not com.^ 
prehend, at (irft, the caufe of his ftrange 
confufion, became, in a^ ihort time, in* 
cxpreflibly confufcd herielf, by the ccrc^ 
Hiony that explained it. 

»^ To force the kxrks was knpoffible ; 
and to break through cioubte doors was 
not very prafticable. — In (hort^ there was 
no other method to efteft an dcape, but 
that which you have juft witneffed ; and, 

before 


ht(bre fuch an aitangcmcnt could be pre* 
pared, a fcene was afted, of which I prr* 
ceive, by the diftortions of your countc- 
oaace^. that you hare an adequate idea.-— 
To crown the whole, the amiable and de- 
cent nobleman is now diverting himfclf 
and companions with an account of the 
fituation in which he left his lady and his 
friend ; and delightmg himfeif with de- 
scribing the probable circumftances of 
diftiefs which have taken place between, 
them." 

" There ii9i, I muft confels,** faid the 
Count, •* fomething ridiculous in the bus- 
iinefs ; and a momemary fmile may cdape 
one on the recital of it j but, neverchelcfs^, 
I feel fuch a degree of indignant contempt 
for this wretched animal of a lord^ that 
you could not afford me a greater fatisfac- 
tion than by making me witnefs to the 
revenge which will be taken of him for 
fiich a grofs and unmanly violation of de- 
cency and honour*'" 

^ As 
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" As for the worthy gentfcman," re- 
plied the Demon, " wboni you faw de- 
fcend the ladder with fuch ridiculous 
precipitation, his heart has too much of 
the milk of human nature to meditate 
refentment. Nay, fo perfeftly amiable is 
his difpofition, that he will, this very 
evening, fup with his Lordfhip, and 
join in the laugh againft himfelf.— The 
lady, indeed, feels fomc fort of difpleafure 
at the infult which has been offered her, 
and affeds more. She will, however, 
confole herfclf, by confiderlng It as an ex- 
cufe for certain agreeable liberties which 
flie has been, for fome time, in the habit 
of taking with her charming hufband j and 
which, after the late treatment (he has re- 
ceived, the fafhionabk world will he very 
much difpoled to juftify. — His Lordfhip's 
heart i>, without doubt, a very heart ly 
one ; and, as for his head, her Lidyfhip 
has long fince taken care to give that 
the fame charadlen— In fliort, he wants 

nothing 
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nothing but cloven feet, to be as eonrplctc 
a brute as ever fed in a pafture. 

" But I muft take you from fuch grofi 
and indecent company, andfhall beg your 
attention ta a fcene of a very different 
complexion, now performing in the par- 
lour of that houfe, before whofe door a 
very elegant chariot is in waiting, — We 
have juft been in the fociety of people who 
have no confcience at all ; but I (hall noW 
prefent you with a very, ftriking example 
of the influence of that monitor of the 
human heart, in repeating to you a con- 
verfation that is taking place between a 
man of fafliion and a refpedtable clergy- 
man, whom you may obferve to be /peak- 
ing with a degree of warmth which marks 
the intereft they both, take in .the fubjeft 
of their difcourfe- This, indeed, is not a 
matter, which, as a Devil, I ought to 
communicate to you, — but, for your fake, 
I fhall not feel a tnortification in be- 
coming, for once, a Icdurcr on the na- 
tural 
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tural philofophy of the human inind*— It 
is as follows : 

G. — • If I do not greatly mitake^ 

* Sir, you occupi€d tht pulpit of St.-*-— -'a. 
' churchy on the morning of kft Sunday/ 

C^^ It is v^ true, Sirj I preadied 

* there on that day^ and at the time yoi» 

* mentbn/ 


G. — « Thcn^ Sir, permit mc to alk you^ 
*• on what, or whofe fuggeftion you thought 

* proper to point out myfelf> and a certaia 

* lady, who were both of us prefent, to 
^ the congregation ; as having that kind 

* of connexion with each other, againft 

* which your fermon was fb cxprcfsly and 

* forcibly delivered/ 

C. — * You muft really. Sir, do me the- 

* favour to explain yourfelf further, be- 

* fore I can fufficiently comprehend the 


^ bufijoefi 


> 
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' bu finefe, to give you a fatisfaiftoiy an- 
* fwer.' 


G. — ^ I muft entreat you not to make 
an attempt at equivocation^ as I ani> by 
no means, in a'ftate of mind to put up 
with it. — You cannot forget that your 
(kclamatioo wasf employed againll adut-« 
teryj and, chroi^hout the whole of 
your difcourfe, your eye was continu* 
ally upon me or the lady I have already 
mentioned, thoiigh we were in different 
parts g( the church. — I therefore ddirc 
to know upon what information you 
ground your knowledge of our intimacy; 
and, if you (hould be able to produce 
the befti by what authority you dare to 
hold it forth to public notice I* 

C— * I really pity you too nrnch, to 
feel the refentment which you defcrve.— 
Sir, I peithcr know you nor the lady,— 
and therefore it was ^mpoflible for mc 
eo kaow that you had an adulterous 

* connedioa 
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* connexion with each other :-^Indeed I 

* am fincercly concerned that you have 

* yourfclf thought proper, in this very 
' flrange way, to make me the confidant 

* of your guilt,' 

G.-^' Such an anfwcr, I cannot but 

* confider as a very mean and cowardly 

* evafion; However, Sir, your profeffion 

* obliges me to confider you as a Gen- 

* tleman ; and, in that character, . I truft 

* you wiU not refufe to give me the perfonal 

* fatisfadiqn I ftiall demand of you. — 

* You nriay be aflured, Sir^ that I will 

* not reft till I have revenged the injuiy 

* you have done roe, and the woman who 

* is dearer to me than all the world be- 

* fides/ • 

« 

C-T-' Vpur violence. Sir, docs not give 

* me the leaft alarm j nor fliall it prevent 
^ me from adling as I ought, by repeat- 

* ing, on my honour and confcience, . as a 
^ gentTemanj and as a clergyman, that I 

* never 


IN ENGLAND. l6^- 

never, to my knowledge, faw or heard 

of you till this vifit. My preaching 

in the church which you frequent, was 
purely accidental; but as I knew 
that it is attended by a very falhionable 
congregation, I was determined to preach 
with all the energy and powers I pof- 
feflcd, againll a very falhionable vice: 
and as to my looking occafionally to. 
wards two people who were guilty of 
it, that was alfo a matter of accident, 
and arofe from the habit of addrefling 
myfelf to fuch particular parts of a 
church, as may caufe my voice to be 
more diftindtly heard in every part of 

it. This, Sir, is the truth; and I 

ftiall not diflionour the place from 
whence I delivered my oftenfive doc- 
trine, nor the mailer whom I ferve, by 
retradifig or palliating a fyllable of it ; 
and, if the declaration I have now made, 
docs not fatisfy your wounded pride, I 
(land before you, an unrefiHing objeft 

• of 


t66 DEVkL UfON TWO STICKS 

of your revenge s and if you chufe W 
add murder to aduheryj the choice is. 
with you, I have endeavoured to make 
my life xifeful^ by promulgating the 
truths of that religion, to whofe fervice 
I am devoted ; nor am I afraid to die 
in fuppoft of them. And now. Sir, let 
me aflc, in my turn, how you and your 
luftful paramour dare to appear in a 
place of £iGred worfhip, with all the 
ranknefs of y<Hir offence upon you ; and 
to infult your Creator, by making the 
fol^mnitics of his religion a cloak for 
one of the moll: obnoxious crimes that 
is engendered by the corruption of man- 
kind ? I (ball, however, treat ys>u bet- 
ter than you deferve, by being the faith- 
ful depofitory of a fecret, which your 
own folly has. betrayed ; and, while I 
fummon my fervant to open the door 
for you, I charitably and iincerely ad- 
vife you, to go and ifin no more, left a 
woxfe i;hing fbould belal you«' 


cc 
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^ The clergyman," continued Afmo- 
'deus, ** as you xnay perceive, on the ar- 
rival of the fervantji quits the room ; and 
the gentleman fneaks to his chariot :— " 
^' In order, I fuppofe," faid the County 
** to tell the lady the ill fuccd^ of his er- 
rand with the parfon." '* By no means,** 
replied the Demon ; ** he will, on the con- 
trary, return home; and after refledting 
ferioufly on his fituation, will determine 
to fee her no more. But this is not all ;-— 
in a very few day5, he will pay a fecond, 
\ifit to the clergyman, to afliirc him -of 
the refolution he has taken, — to thank 
him for having piDduced it,: — and to beg 
the honour and coniblation of his friend- 
ihip during his 11^/* 

*^ I really imagined," faid Don Cleo- 
<as, " that the clergy were, from the na- 
ture of their pit>fe(nofl> as much exempted 
as women from this kind 4d difputation ; 
but, perhaps, it may be the cuftom of this 
country to think otherwife. Indeed, if my 

eyes 
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eyes do not deceive me, as I moft fincerely 
wifli they may,' I fee a gentleman, at this 
momenr, with a piftol in his hand, addref- 
fing a young lady with that degree of ve- 
hement paffion, as fills me with alarm^ 
left he fhould conclude his difcourfe by 
putting an end to her exiftencc.** ** It 
is her father/' faid the Demon : — " Gra- 
cious Heaven!" exclaimed the County 
«' is it poffible ?** " Do not interrupt 
me/' replied Afmodeus j " it is her father, 
and the hiftory is a fad onej — but you 
fhall have it. 

'« The young lady, who is beautiful, 
amiable, and accomplifhed, has fome time 
ago, been difappointed in love ; and, in 
confequencc of a tender prtpoffeffion, 
which occupies all the affeftions of her 
heart, Ihe has refolutely oppofed the re- 
iterated entreaties and commands of her 
parents, to accept the propofals of a filly 
young man of large fortune, whom fhe is 
difpofcd to detcft. Her father, whofe af- 
fairs 


fairs are very much on the decline, and 
who is, for many weighty reafons, wcry 
deeply interefted in the propofed cfta* 
blifhment of his daughter, has, after every 
other method had proved fruitlefs, deter- 
mined upon one which will prove fuccefs* 
ful. In fhort, he is now informing her, 
that he is on the very brink of ruin ; that 
nothing can preferve him from it, but her 
confent to the match which has been pro- 
pofed 5 and that if flic hefitates to receive 
his friend for her hulband, flie will, in a 
few minutes, be deprived of a father 5 — as 
he is come with a determined refblution to 
punifh any furdier refufal, by putting an 
end to his life in her prefence. 

^^ Thus is her confent to be wretched, 
during the reft of her days, wrung from 
her diftrafted mind ; and Ihe will ftiortly 
enter upon a fccne of fplendid mifcry, with 
an huft>and whom flie cannot love, depri- 
ved of the confolations of a father, whom 
Ihe can no longer refped ; and reduced, as 
Vol. IV. H the 
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the only fource, even of vifionary comfort, 
to footh her fickly imagination with 
dreams of happinefs that will never be 
realized. 

*^ But we will turn from this fcene of 
diflxefs, to fome objedt or other whi^h may 
create, at leaft, lefs painful fenfations ; and 
that coach which has juft flopped at the 
door of this very houfe on which^ wc ar^ 
perched, contains one which will luit our 
purpofe. 

" It is an elderly woman of good for- 
tune, who has this morning paid five 
and twenty vifits, and found but one ad- 
mittance ; which happened, by' the bye, 
from the ignorance of a new fervant, who 
is not yet fufficiently inftrudted in the de- 
nials of his lady. This good woman, as 
{he gives occafional entertai/iments, has a 
very numerous acquaintance 5 but has 
contrived to make her private Ibciety 
avoided, as much. as po/fible> by them 

all. 
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all, from the poffellion of a virtue that (he 
calls fincerity, but which they denominate 
an irrefiftible propenlity to fay unpleafant 
things. The truth is, that a certain blunt- 
nefs of thought and expreffion, which how* 
ever diftgreeable to others, cannot be 
openly refented or retorted as an affront, 
forms the whim, the habit, and the hap- 
pinefs of this old lady's life. It may, in- 
deed, at the fartic time, be obferved, that 
thofe people who pique themfelves on the 
virtue of a rude fincerity, or what they 
oftentimes call fpeaking their minds, are 
very feldom known to poffefs any other. 

** From this pleafant woman, I fliall 
turn your attention to that worthy gentle- 
man whohas juft come out of his houfe, and 
meeting an acquaintance at the bottom 
of the fteps, with whom he exchanged a 
few words, turned abruptly back again; 
Being told by a morning vifitor that it was 
the fincft day there had been for a long 
tioie, he immediately dreffed himfelf, took 

Ha his 
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his cane, and fallied forth to enjoy the 
charming weather, when meeting with a 
perfon, as you have juft fech, who inform- 
ed him that tiiough the fun fhone bright, 
there was a cutting wind in the (hade, he 
hurried within doors, ordered his Study 
fire to be replenifhed, and is preparing to 
guard himfelf againft the inclemency of 
the feafon. 

*' He is an amiable, benevolent man, 
but has no will or opinion of his own j and 
is always governed by that of the laft per- 
fon whom he has feen : fo that his fenti- 
ments are as unfteady and variable as the 
weathercock on his parifti church. 

*^ An author whom he- reads in the 
morning, may be the firft writer in the 
world i at noon, perhaps, the work may 
have loft forne of its merit, and be inferior 
to many others on the fame fubjeft -, at 
night, the matter may be an entire pla- 
giary, — the ftyle turgid and unintelligible, 

and 
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and the book itfelf a grofs impofition on 
the public. As for his religion, — he has' 
been a member of the eftablifhcd church, 
a Prefbyterian, an Anabaptift, a Moravian, 
and a Metliodift ; nor would he have efca- 
ped an occafional fubmiflion to the triple 
crown, if the preliminaries of initiation 
had not been too dilatory for his tranfient 
charafter. As for his politics, they are 
influenced by the fame charadkeriftic infta- 
bility : — To-day, the Minifter is a young 
man of the firft talents, and the moft 
patriot virtues. To-morrow, he may pof- 
fefs a certain arbitrary fpirit, and intrac- 
table temper, together with a want of ex- 
perience, which will render his admin i- 
ftration obnoxious to the public welfare^* 
On the third day, he may be an hot-headed, 
vain, ambitious, filly, prating boy ; and on 
the fourth, he may be the faviour of his 
country. Thus is this poor gentlemain 
blown about by every wind of opinion, — - 
and he will continue to be fo, till fate has 
fixed him in die grave.** 

- H 3 5' That 
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'^ That Irrdiftihle power, a3 it appears 
to me/* faid Eton Cleofas, " has been 
bufy very near him ; for I fee, at this mo- 
ment, in an apartment of the adjoining 
houfe, the fervitors of death bufily occupied 
in arraying a lifelefs body for its long 
home/' " It is \try ^rue/' replied the 
Demon ; '* they are preparing the laft ce- 
remonies for an unhappy man, who died 
by an ad of his own defpair. He has 
fallen a facrifice to the love of gaming, 
and the progrefs of his fatal paflion will 
appear in the hiftory, as it formed the prin* 
cipal feature, of his life. 

^* Sir William B-r— ? — — was a, man of 
fprtune ; his paternal eftate defcanded to 
him with the inconvenience of fome ii>- 
cumbrances, but ftill the clear revenue 
.was very confiderable. No foooerdid he 
attain the pQifeilion of it^.than he decer^ 
mined to recover the follies of his father, 
and leave hi^ fortune without any burden 
whatever, to his defcendants, by the re^ 

fources 
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fburces of play. There requires, hbw- 
cver, more than a good end in view ; the 
means muft be good by which it is pur- 
sued, in order to found a rational claim to 
fuccels. 

** Sir William, indeed, on the prin* 
cipk which experience has eftabliftied, 
was one of thofe who could not gain, be- 
caufc he fet out with fomething to lofe. — 
But he was nor, at the lame time, among the 
nrnnber of thofe who are tlie obvious dupes 
of all that join them. He iludied play as 
a Iciencc, before he (erioufly engaged in 
the pradice j he made himfelf matter of 
thedif&rent games, and was perfcft in the 
fcitftce of calculation : he knew where the 
6dcfe lay, and what they were, under every 
circumftancc ; and was alwavs clear in un» 
derflanding the fupe^iority that one man 
poflefled . o ver another in the match, as 
well as under the different chances of the 
game- 

• • * 

H4 "With 
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** With thcfc advantages, and with a 
large capital, (owe might imagine tliat this 
gentleman fet out on a rational plan of 
improving his fortune by this honourable 
profefTion. He himfelf, indeed, was of that 
opinion, but he was fatally deceived. Be- 
fides all the praftical knowledge that can 
be obtained of play, the poflcflion of pru- 
dence is eflentially neceflary : a corhmahd 
of temper is requifite to give a man an 
opportunity of employing his talents, and 
without it, the moil fcientific lover of 
play, will become a dupe to a perfon of 
very inferior (kill, who is in the poffeflion 
of it. 

*^ A knowledge of mankind is the lead- 
ing quality of a gamefter's charadler, and 
it is on that foundation he builds his afTu* 
ranee • of plunder. He ftudies the paffiop^ 
of thofe widi whom he aflbciates ; while 
he has none of his own ; or, at leaft, is 
never aftuated by them when the bufinefs 
ofhislifeis before him. He will roufe 

them 
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them by a thoufand artifices ; and. he will 
exafperate, and elevate them, at his plea- 
fure. With the obftinate, he, will make a 
run of ill-luck provoke tjiem to a. «.^eeper 
ftake to recover their lofles, under cir- 
cumftances in which it is almoft impof- 
lible for them to win. With, the pore 
timid, he will make fuccefs the bai t ; and 
lofe for two fucceilive nights, in order to 
engage his companion to ftake ten times 
as much as he had won^ on the third ; and 
in a ftate of the chances, when little lefs than 

« • • • 

a miracle could prevent him fixjm lo- 
fing it. 

" Such arc the arts * of the profeffed 
gamcfter, from the matter of a turn-about, 
who ftrips the Chriftmas apprentice of 
his halfpence, to the embroidered or titled 
(harper, who fweeps the tables in Pall- 
MalJ and St. James*s Street. Such are 
the arts by which men thrive at the ga- 
ming-houfe ; but as they are beneath the 
practice of thofe who hjlve money to 

H s lof^>— 
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lofe, — the rcafon is evident- why. they muft 
be lofers. 

*' It would be defcending to a fcenc 
much more infemous, if I were to defcribe 
die tricks of the fharper (for what Ihave 
already mentioned is not ftigmatized by fo 
harih a name) who carries felfe dice and 
fupcrnumerary cards - in his pockets,—^ 
who lays in wait at taverns for young men 
who are intoxicated with wine, or whom 
he can contrive to intoxicate, and plunders 
them in that unguarded condition. This 
is univerfally confidered as fraud and 
cheating ; the reft is only a knowledge of 
mankind, and playing the bell of the 
game. 

♦* Sir William, Br-^ »-, who was not 

only a man of fortune^ byt a man of ho-* 
noufj was as much above that bafenefa 
which is countenanced under the fofter 
term, as that which is condemned under 
the harXher appellation. He would fcarce 
believe the exiftcnce of fuch villainous.arts 
and diihonourable pra£\;ices ; but confix 

dered 
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dered diem as bugbears, invented by care- 
ful parents, to keep their fons from die 
dwgers of pleafurable life; and if fuch 
evils lliould have intruded themfclves on 
focicty, he trufted to his own difcernmenc 
for the' difcovery of them, and to his re* 
folution for preferring himfdf from the 
influence of them. Nothing ismoreeafy 
than, .in the moments of cool rcfle<5lion,^ 
to form a line of prudent conduit; and it 
often happens -that nothing is' more dif- 
ficult than, in the hour erf trial, to prevent 
a deviation from it. 

■* * * 

** The infatuated :Baronet, who decer* 

mined to play,, as every other pcfxfon ddcs,. 
with a defign to win, laid it down as .an." 
un4?viating rule, that he would never en- 
gage with any but thofe whohad fomething- 
to lofc j,.and hepofleflcd all opportunities 
of informj^himfelf concerning the proper- 
ty o( tijofc' who frequented the placed devo- 
ted to the\hig|preii Ipecies of ganning. • M^c^t 
was lyejl inftruCled in the advantages of pliy^ . 
he refolded never to rilk-his money; where 

H.6 they 
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. > • 

they would oppofe him, and fatisfied witk 
the games at which he excelled, he verf 
fenfibly detemiined to play at them aIonc« 

** Here, fiirely, was a plan as wifely 
formed as can weU be conceived ; and, in 
^n adherence to whofe regulations, it was 
very natural to fuppofe, that he muft be 
fuccefsful. - But the bell mine may be- 
come ufelefs, if there fhould be another 
formed beneath it, and the train itfclf will 
mifs of its efFq^:, if the ingredients are 
imperfeft. Both thefe circumftances tend- 
ed to difconcert the plan which this ho- 
nourable gamefter had laid with fuch fci- 
ei^tific ikill and precaution. He, it is 
true, had funk deep, but there were among 
the enemy more experienced engineers than 
himfelf, who had taken care to lodge them- 
felves beneath him ; and though all the 
refolutions he had taken, were perfedlly 
right in theory, he was ignorant of thofe 
temptations which might induce him to 
break them. His paffions were more pow- 
crfol than he would give himfelf leave to 

fup-. 
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f uppofc, when they were not excited 5 and 
unconfcious of the provocations they would 
be called to fuftain, he wa3 not upon his 
guard againft the advantages that the 
latter would poffefs over the former, — In 
fhort, he commenced gamcftert 

*' Almoft all win when they begin the 
bufinefs. — It is an old obfervation ; bur, 
like many others, it is not fo well under- 
ilood as remembered. The Devil, it is 
fiiid, gives them this advantage, to lead 
them further into the fcrape j — but, you 
may take tpy word for it, that it is by no 
means neceffary to have recourfe to the 
ilipernatural agency of that relpedable 
perfonage. The good people with whom 
they play, have much of his cunning, 
and many of his excellent qualities ; — they 
fufFer them to win, that they may be lured to 
the Ihare ; and a6t in perfeft obedience to 
their principles, when they lofe from ib good 
a prolpe^. One ill run, at the out-fet, would 
. deter many a man from proceeding a ftep 

further ; 
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further ; but one evening of fuccefs, fixes- 
him for ever. — If he lofcs^ on the fecond^' 
twice the fum that he had won on the 
firft, — if he lofes that which would have 
driven him for ever from the table, on a 
firll attempt, heconfiders it now as thef 
cffe(9: of that chance which might have 
been in his favour : — He recolleds the 
fum that he won yefterday, — and he thinks 
it will be his turn to win to-morrow, — 
He iMrolves himfelf in ftill deeper lofles, — ' 
and determines on another attempt, as' 
a chance, under -which fortune cannot de- 
fert'him i— when hefacrifices fo rriuch, that 
the reft is not worth his care. 

*' Ke who played at firft, becaufe lie 
was covetous, now does it becaufe he is 
defperate. — The remainder is not worth 
prcferving, when it may prove the means 
of recovering what is gone; and there is 
no fmall fource of confolatory hdpp in the 
refleftion, that the runs of "ill-luck are 
not, any more than thofe of good for- 
tune. 


tune, eternal .r— If he play? with thofe, 
who ai-e. above the pfaftices of profdETed' 
(harpers^ lie will probably win, on fome 
fucceeding night r and, from .this time,, 
he, finds hiinfelf entered too far to retreat. 
Hi$ fortune, incumbered to a degree be- 
ypnd all hope, but fth^t ofplay^ to r^ftqres 
it, — th^jcemabing -pittance unequal to his 
expences, and ufelefs to his pleafures — he 
keeps ^ive, peihaps^ for a few yeass, 
aoiidft the continuaj viciffitudes-cf for-, 
tune— and then drops into nothing.. 

» 

" Thus it ..happens ta all who play, 
excepting only, the few who have capaci- 
ties^ ta comprehend, and calnmefs to take 
the advantages that offer, or who are bafe 
and villainous enough to create them,— 
Such was the . fituation of the unfortunate 
hera.of .my ftory. — Ii;npatient under lofles^ 
or mad with fuccefs, his paflions had made • 
him the property of all who played with' 
him ; and be had already loft two- thirds 
of a very conliderable fortune, when, in 
thyg. fever of his mind, he formed ^ tempo- . 

rary 
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rary connexion with a woman of the 
town. — ^He was fluftuating between afflu- 
ence and beggary, while he was acquainted 
with her; and the prefents which were 
thrown into her lap, after evenings of 
fuccefi, — forgetful that fortune had aright 
to reclaim what fhehad lent him^ aided 
the Tniferable progrels of his undoing. 

^^ Notwithftanding all the addrefi, (kill, 
and boafted refolution of this unhappy 
man, he not only very generally played 
with the advantages againft him, — but 
alfo chofe, for his favourite antagonift, 
one of thofe very people againft whom 
he formed the moft fcrious determinations. 
One of thofe profeflcd gamblers had fixed 
upon him as his prey, during the firft 
nights of his appearance at the gaming- 
table : — He ingratiated himfelf with him, 
by loiing freely, and paying honourably : — 
He was ever ready to play at any games, 
artd on any conditions, which the unfuf- 
pedting Baronet thought proper to fuggeft : 
He loft to him, at one fitting, a mode- 
rate 
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rate fortune, on the prefumption of being 
able to fix him as his antagoniftj and, 
when the bait was once fwallowed, the 
fcene began to change : — What Sir Wil- 
liam had won, as he thought, by his fkill, 
of which he was fo proud, was fhortly re- 
covered by tricks, which he' neither per- 
ceived or fufpeded. 

" Thus did he proceed, till the fmall, 
comparative fum of three thoufand pounds 
wajs all that he could raife, on what remain- 
ed of his former ample pofleflions. — This 
was hisjaft ftake, and he determined, by 
one bold ftroke, to retrieve his fortune, 
or fix his ruin. — To the gaming-houfe he 
went for the laft time \ and, after playing 
with various fuccefs, through the night, 
he found himfelf in the morning without a 
farthing, or a refource in the world, — The 
": harpy who had fucked his laft drop of. 
^ blood, accompanied him to his lodgings, 
' to fettle their accounts ; and when this 
unhappy, but honourable man, had fatis- 

fied 
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fied him to the utmoft of his power,—* 

* I have/ faid he, ' paid the debt I owed 

* toyou J— it now becomes me to difcharge 

* another, which I owe to myfelf : — Do 

* not be alarmed, — I am only going to do 

* that now, which you will probably find 

* it neceflary to do hereafter /—and, taking 
a piftol from his bureau, which had been 
prepared for the event, he put an imme- 
diate end to his exigence. 

** Such, my friend, is the philofophy of 
gaming j and, for the prefent, I Ihall on- 
ly repeat the obfervation, which, if I 
miftake not, I have already made to you, 
that to fay a man is a gamefler, is to re- 
prefent him as devoid of every quality that 
can ennoble the human mind:— The fate 

fuch a charader muft be already prettj^' 
well known to you; as it relates to this 
world i — when, however, I perform my 
promife of difcovering to you a profpeft of 
the infernal regions, you fhall be fatisfied 
as to his allotment in another/' 

" But 
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''^ But this fcems," faid Don Cleofas, 
^' to be rather a fatal fpot ; for, in the very 
next houfe^ I have this inilant feen a 
gentleman, of an Herculean figure, throw 
a little, prim, wdl-drefled man, down a 
flight of ftairs, with a degree of vio* 
lence which makes mc tremble for his 
life.'^ 

. ** He is not dead yet, however,'* an- 
fwcrcd the Demon, " for his outcries are 
loud eoough to reach us. The fall, it is 
true, was a very feverc one, — but, luckily, 
he is more frightened than hurt; — nor are 
any of his limbs broken 5 — a few handfome 
bruifes, of which, by the bye, he can cure 
hitnfelf, are all the inconveniencics he wili 
fufFer from the (hock he has received ; — 
and there is, withal, fomcthing fo truly 
ridiculous in his difafter, that his beft 
friends will not be able to hear him relate 
tlic hiftory of it with a ferious counte- 
nance*' 

A country 
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*' A country lady lodges in that houfe i 
and, being troubled with fome of thofe 
inconvenient [fenfations which denote a 
ftate of pregnancy, was advifed by one of 
her town acquaintance, as a matter of 
indifper fable neceflity, to.confult a man- 
midwife, — and this good man, whom you 
have fcen fb grievoully infulted, and who 
is a very eminent pradlitioner, was un- 
fortunately confulted on the occafion; 
for, on his firft vifit, the lady's hulband, 
a country fox-hunting 'fquire, who had not 
been in London for fifteen years, and 
knew nothing of thofe medical improve- 
ments, or of the indilpofition that required 
their application^ went accidentally into 
the drawing-room ; when, feeing his wife 
ftretched upon a fofa, and a man taking 
diofe liberties with her which he had no 
idea any one ought to take but himfelf, — 
he, without making any enquiry, or de- 
manding any explanation, feized the poor. 
Doftor by the collar, dragged him to the. 

top 
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top of the ftair-cafe, and dealt with him as 
you have juft witnefled. 

** To fay the truthj there may be cafes, 
'both in the bufinefs of pregnancy and 
child-birth, where the (kill of male-prafti- 
tioners will be abfolutely requifite ; — but 
the univerfal ap[)Iication to them, upon all 
occalions, is one of thofe pradlices which 
have arilen from the Corruptions of the 
times, — is very deftrudtive of female mo- 
defty, and prepares the way to female li- 
bertinifm. For nothing can be more evi- 
dent, than that a woman, who is in the ha- 
bit of allowing certain liberties to men, 
even of the medical profeflion, will lofe 
omch of that delicacy which forms the beft 
protecflion againft fimilar liberties from 
profeflbrs of a very diflferent fcience. Tn 
Ihort, to communicate a little fecfet to 
you, the bufinefs of man-midwifery, man- 
millifiery, and every other bufinefs which 
unneceffarily brings men to fiddle-faddle 
about women, was of your humble fervant's 

invention. 
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invention, — and the fcheme fuccceds be- 
yond my moft fanguine expeftation. — It 
was an hit, for which, believe me, I got 
vc ry great credit at my own court. 

" In the upper ftoiy of the white houfe, 
whoie windows are decorated with pots of 
flowers, there is an example of another 
Ipecies of feduftion, which is alio of mo- 
dern invention, and was the work of a 
little fpeculating fpirit of great genius. 
He is the inventor of circulating libra-, 
ries, — thofe plenteous fource^ of mifchief 
to the female mindj — ^and enjoys, as his 
reward, the fuperintendence of them, 

** In that apartment, you fee a young 
lady, reading at her toilette, while her 
femme-de'-chambre is employed in drefling 
her hair. — She reads aloud, for the benefit 
of her attendant as well as herfelf ; and the 
volume is obtained from one of thofe re- 
pofllories which arc to be found in every 

part 
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part of the town, for the purpofe of 
awakening or inflaming the paffions of 
young women, and inftrudling them in 
all the various modes of gratification, — 
The mother of the young lady is a woman 
of too much underftanding to permit the 
profecution of fuch ftudies; but [the 
maid, like moft other maids in her fitu- 
ation, prefers the pleafure of her young 
miftrefs to the commands of her old one -, 
and, therefore, contrives to procure that 
kind of elegant, amufing, and inftrudive 
reading for the former, which is ablblutely 
prohibited by the latter. 

** But books are not the only amufe- 
ment which this faithful Abigail procures 
for her lady ; — Ihe occafionally communi- 
cates certain animating epiftles from a 
very handfome young man of fmall for- 
tune, who has a very natural ambition to 
poflTefs himfelfof a fine girl, the hcirefe 
of a great one. 


cc 
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*' The pains employed in educating this 
young beauty, and the wife Icffons of ma- 
ternal inftruftion which are daily repeated 
to her, have not, however, been entirely 
thrown away : — And, though ftie feels a 
ftrong prepoiTeflion in favour of her lover, 
and has confented to a feCret epiftolary 
intercourfe with him, — ftie could not, for 
a confiderable time, allow herfelf to hear 
a fuggeflion of taking a lingle ftep to- 
wards matrimony, without the willing con- 
fent, and entire approbation of her parents. 
She is too fenfible of their affeftion for 
her, and too grateful for their indulgence 
to her, to engage in a projedl which 
might render the reft of their days un- 
happy j and, perhaps, prove the caufe of 
feparating her from them for ever.- — The 
quiet infinuations which had, at times 
been artfully dropped by her watchful 
confidante, in order to forward the cbjedl 
Ihe had in view, wefe either not under- 
flood, or angrily oppofed. — But thefe 
excellent principles, . though they flood 

4 firm 
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firm againft an open aflkult, were gradu- 
ally undermined, by die covered engines 
of a circuiating libraiy. — Indeed, what 
young female mind, which was wanned 
by the comilnon gJow of nature, could 
withftand the united efforts of a favoured 
lover, an artful waiting-maid, and a li- 
brary of novels ? — Her fentiments, theire- 
fore, have, of late, undergone a confidcr- 
able change; and the book flie is now 
reading, will complete the bufinefs. 

" As the hrftory it contains is an ef- 
fential part of the bufinefs, I fliall trouble 
you with an hafl:y fketch bf it, 

*The beautiful and accompliftied Hen- 

* RiETTA, the only child of people of 
' high fafhion and large fortune, falls in 

* love with a very worthy young man, of 

* fome fafliion, but little fortune. — After 
' fome painful, but fruitlefs flruggles with 

* her duty, flie facrificcs to love, runs 
' away to Scodand, and retires, with an 

Vol. IV. I ' adored 
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* adored and adoring, hulband, to a fmall 
^ houfcj in a remote, but bcs^ptiful part 

* of the kingdom ; where they realifed the 

* life of Arcadia, when the wprld .was 

* young, manners uncorrupt, and the age 

* a golden one/ 


* But Henrietta's parents, who were al- 
moft diftrafted at her condud, were not 
to be foothed into forgiveneft, by the 
accounts which flie wrote to them of her 
William's worth, and her own happi- 
nefs. — She had been.difobedient to their 
commands, ungrateful to their kind- 
nels, and hoftile to their ambition. — 
Henrietta might have been a Duchefs — 
for, at the time (he ran away, a match 
was fecretly agitating for her with a 
young Duke j — io that, inftead of enno* 
bling her family, flie had difgraced it; 
and, inftead of appearing ii^ the fifft 
rank of die great world, fhe was loft in 
the obfcurity of adiftant valley. 

* Such 
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* Such was the fubjeft of the only letter 

* Ihe received, after her marriage, froin 

* her mother, who aflured her it would be 

* the laft. This circumftancc did not pafs 

* by without a pang, — but it was foon loft 
^ in the confolations of the man ftic loved j 
' and the cruelty of her parents was for- 

* gotten in the arms of her hulband.— — 

* At length, however, their pecuniary re- 

* fources began to fail ; — William's little 
' fortune was melting faft away ; and no 

* notice was taken, either by her father or 

* mother, of their diftrefsful applications to 

* them. 

* But it is not in the nature of things, 

* for two amiable people, who love one 

* another, to be miferable. — Finding, 

* therefore, that they were neglefted by 

* all the world, they determined, in fu- 
' ture, to depend on themfclves alone. — 

* Happy in that mutual afFcftion, which 

* feemed to grow under oppreflion, they 
^ refolvcd to treat d\c world as it had 

I a * treated 
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* treated them i and having quitted the pi ace 
*.whi h they had forfome time inhabited in 

* their own charadler, tliey fought another 

* part of the kingdom, where they employ- 

* cd tlxe little that remained of their little 
fortune, to qualify them, under an affunri- 

* ed appearance, to gain by employment 
*^and labour, thatfupport which they had 

* no profped: whatever of obtaining by 
*,any other means. Henrietta could not 
V forbear fliedding a tear at this reverfe 
*.of fortune, but a fmjie of virtuous con- 
^tentment which Ihe faw on William's 

* countenance, dried it up for ever. 

/ In this new fituation it might be fup- 
c pofed thwit they would, at firft, experience 
^ many wants ; — but it was no fuch thing, 

* for love fupplied thenl all. Befides, 
^. other duties prefented themfelves, and 

* .new ties of afFedion, were formed i — for 
' Henrietta became, in three fucceflive 

* years, the mother of as many chil- 

* drcn, It was now near twice that 

* period 
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period (ince this happy pair had lived in 
all the luxury of unenvicd and uninter- 
rupted love ; when, on a fummer even- 
ing, while WilliaiTi was guiding die 
tendril of a woodbine round his porch, 
a fcrvant in an elegant livery, rode ha- 
ftily up to him, and entreated his affift- 
•anccin repairing the fhaftofhis mafter's 
chaife, which had met with an accident 
on the other fide of the common. He 
was not of a temper to be backward in 
affording fuch afiiftance as was in his 
power, to any who afked it ; but while 
be went to fetch the implements necef- 
fiify for the purpofe, the chaife arrived ^t 
the. cottage, and an elderly lady and gen- 
tleman foon followed it. 

* William immediately invited them' to 
hi« little dwelling ; and while he was af- 
fifting the fervants in their endeavours td 
repair the chaife, his guefts were loft in' 
wonder at the charming fimplicity and 
humble comfort which reigned in th^ 

I 3 * fcenc 
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ic^ne around than. • Little do. thefe 
people know (faid the old gentleman) 
what they envy, when they envy tjs ; and 
little do they think, that in-our rddtmvf 
ftate and magnificence^ diiere is nothing 
like the real fatisfadion which is erijoy- 
ed in this ftraw-l"Oofcd dwelling* This 
is a place where nothing fcems to be 
wanting to happinefs,. that, in the eye 
of wifdom, can be expeded to bcftow it. 
The flowers how fragrant; — ^the fruits 
how plentiful ; — what an air of conifort 
breathes, as it were, around us :-^and as 
three lovely children ran into the rooaii 
— ^here— (faid the lady) here are che^ 
rubs who might afcend to Heaven» imd 
be at once acknowledged there ! 

* While they were thus conuntmicattng 
their fendments on the innocent joys* of 
rural life, William entered to iofolm 
them, that it would be abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to fend the chaife to the next 
town to be rendered fit fox fervice ; and 

*thar. 
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that, they muft mortify themfelvcs, 
(cff^ the nighty with fuch a poor re- 
ception .as. he cx>uld give them. I 
would (added he) offer you the beft re- 
fre&ments of my cottage, but I fee my 
wife Iwringing her fheep acrods the mead, 
dud, in a (hort time, flie will be hereto 
doit with a better grace* As he fpoke, 
diey faw Henrietta approach, with her 
flock following her. 

* ThoVthc pride of her former life was 
forgotten, the graces of it ftill remained i 
said the courtly ftrangers could not 
reconcile themfelves to the majeftic aif 
ahd graceful ftep of this amiable jQiep* 
herdefs. William met her with the 
children at the fold; and having in- 
formed her of what had happened in her 
ablence, flie returned haftily, with her 
litttc ones clinging around her, to pay 
her duty to her guefls. As they went 
fordi from the porch to meet her, what 

I 4 * an 
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^ an intcrefting groupe is that (faid the 

* old . gentleman) ; — interefting indeed, 

* (exclaimed the lady) to us both ! fori 

* if I live, it is Our daugiiter. Henrietta 
^ knew her mother's voice—and, before her 

* father could recover from his aftonifti- 

* ment, thejr fainted in each other's arms. 

* William foon added another figure to 

* this affedting fcene, which ended in mu** 

* tual acknowledgement and fergivenefi ; 

* and this evening, pafled in the cottage, 

* Was declared by them all, to be the' hap* 

* picft of their lives. 

• But though enraptured at diis domef* 

* tic ufuon, and feeling the moft ardent 

* defirc to- fatirfy the wiflies of their pa* 

* lents^ this rural pair could not be per-*- 

* fuaded to re-enter into the gay wojtid-, 

* and affume their proper ftatioa ia k.*— *■ 
^ They were willing to quit theu- humble 

* occupation, hut the Ipot where tiley 
' had lived in Cuch uninterrupted happi^ 

* nefs. 


f ncft, was never to be abai^oned. — 
^ But the eftate on whkh the cottage 

* ftood, happen ng at this ti«ie be to on 

* fale^ Henrietta's father made the pur- 
' chafe of it, and . buik a noble hoiKe 

* for himfelf and his children, whet-c 
^ he paflcd the clofe of his life with thtftt, 

* in a ftate of unruffled fatisfadlion^ yfhuSh 

* he had never experieneed in any. forme 
^ part of it* 

* The cottage, however^ rennains^ isnal^ 
^ tered } but inftead of crowning a rrtea- 

* dow, is now. the ornament of a park--*- 
' Nor do William and Henrietta forget 

* their former dwelling : ihcy contintie 

* their fond attentions to it, and ffequencly 

* learve their fpkndid apartments, and p«kfs 

* an evening there, to indulge themfelifles 

* in the luxurious remembrance of forini^ 

* times^ and join in gratitude t6 fhar fci^ 
^ nevolent Power,- who has rewarded their 

* pure and faithful affeftion^ith «he (ran- 

* fcendent .happinefs they now enjcJy/ ' ^ • 

1 5 *^Such 
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** Such is die ftoiy which our heroine 
on die oppofite fide of die llreec, is read- 
ing widi fo much attention. As foon as 
flic has finiflied it, Ihe will determine to run 
away with her lov^ -, and to-morrow hight 
will quit her fitther^s houfe, which fhe 
will nerer enter more* But, alas 1 (he will 
find no doting hufband, or happy cottage^ 
or relenting parent. In three months, the 
man (he rifqued fo much to marry, will 
be carelcfs ^out her; in fix months (he 
iRrill hate him ; in nine months fhe will be 
a mother ; and in twelve, her hufband, the 
objeft of her prcfent idolatry, difappoimed 
of that fortune which he expeded to have 
poflefled on marrying her, will fet off for 
the Eaft Indies^ leaving her to the cniel 
care of a diftant maiden relation — who, out 
of pure compailicn, will give the deferted 
woman her daily breads and embitter it 
by daily reproaches/' 

^ And now, my good friend^'' added die 
Dcsnon, *< we will finifli our morning's 

2 amufe^* 


amufeiwnt : a bufineft of ibme Iit;ilc dif- 
ficulty oiuft be executed by mtt- before I 
fc^ygp ^ain :r*I will, tfe^r^fore, cpnduft 
ypu Iwrne;,, <wd before your Lordflhip. has 
finHhed yow defert, I /will again prefcnt 
ipy^f to yoyr comafi?ads»'V Hchad.no 
(i^ooef fpoken^ chan the Count w^ w^i;ed 
through th^ .air with, the fwiftnefs qf^ an 
. arrow J . and, in a few nwments, alighted at 
.ti^ door of hjs hotel- He immediately 
. fptired to his apartment, ordered his din- 
, Her, and amufed the interval in reflecting 
on the various fcenes and charafters which 
had employed his morning obfervations. , 


/ ). 
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CHAP. XV, 


The Devil upon Two Sticks canduffs Don 
Cleofas a fecond Time into the City^ an^ 
/hews him fever al Evening Scenes in thai 
Quarter of the MetrofoUs. 


'Tp H E Count had finiflied his dinner^ 
•*" difmifled his defcrt, and taken his 
toffee, but no Devil upon Two Sticks 
appeared j and he had. thrown himfelf 
upon the fofa, in order to amufc himfelf 
with a nap, till his condu<5lor fliould ar- 
rive ; but juft as he was fettling him to 
his repofe, Afmodeus made his appear- 
ance,. 

•* As. your Worfhip . is rather beyond 
your time,*' faid Don Cleofas^ " I am to 
fuppofe that Ibme unexpedled difficulty 

has 
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hsL% arifen and prolonged your ftajr. Some 
little fortrefs of female virtue, that flood a 
longer fiege than you expefted : — Is it not 

fo?" *^Ah! my good friend/' an- 

fwered the Demon, **I had a far more fc- 
rious obftacle than that to encounter ; — 
fcnialcwhim is, in general, much more 
difficult to fubdue than female virtue j and 
I have been employed about the mod 
whimfical little creature that ever came 
acrofs my experience ; nor did I ever find 
it fo hard a/ tafk to bring a fond young 
woman to reafon, as on the prefent oc- 
cafion. 

"Julia, about two years ago, and wf^n 
fhe was but eighteen, married a very re- 
Ipedrable man, whofe age approached to 
forty. Julia was, in her nature, gentle 
and timid s neverthelefs, fhe had a lively 
imagination, which had been heightoped 
by the :ftudy of novels and romances ; fb 
that though flae was in general ignorant <^ 
the ways of the world, her vkmd was Very 

well 
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well inftrufted as to the errors of love, 
and the hiftory of lovers. 

** Her hufband, negligent in his drefs, 
unafFeftcdly polite in his manners, and 
fcnfible in his convcrfation, did npt^ alto- 
gether, anfwer to the idea Ihe had formed 
of a lover. But the void was filled up by 
his nephew, a very amiable young man, 
who was juft returned from his travels. — 
She found in him, a perfev5l refemblance to 
thofe lovers whofe chara£):er had charmed 
her in the defcriptions of novels j and 
without knowing it, flie paid him thofe 
particular attentions which infpired him 
with courage to lay fiege to this beautifuL 
fortrefs. 


** He told her of his paflk)n,— ^ a f- 
tened to the tale of his heart, and was 1x10(1 
wilfcng to believe it; but ftill fhe could 
not think of fwcrving from hfir duty.— 
She efteenaed her hufband in the bigheft 
degree, refpe£ted him asafather^and&it 

the 


IN ENGLAND. 20y 

the moft tender fricndfhip for him. §he 
could not, therefore, bring herfelf to con- 
fent to an arrangement which would be 
throwing a ridicule upon his charafter.— • 
Her lover redoubled his attentions, and 
Ihefeltan cncreafing fenfcbf them, but 
ftill Ihe refiftcd. Nay, when he was one 
evening in the garden, and by raoon-light, 
urging. his fuit at her feet, Ihe honeftly 
acknowledged to him, with tears in her 
eyes, the real fituation of her heart ; but, at 
the feme time, declared (he could not, tho* 
it fliouid remain a fecret to all the world, 
place her hufband in a point of view which 
.would appear ridiculous to herfelf ; that 
ihe could never bear to live with a man 
whom (he (hould treat with fuch contempt : 
In (hort, to avow the prevailing fentiment 
of her mind, — fht could not (iipport the 

'lioiTid idea of being the wife of a cuckold. 

- .' . ■ ■ ' 

' f^ Such was her ridicubus prejudice ; 
and.it may furprife you, perhaps, when I 
tell you, that a very handfome accompli(h« 

ed 
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cd young man, whom flic violently loves, 
was not able to cure her of it^ without a 
little of the Devil's affiftance. 1 have^ 
therefore, ftepped in to his aid, and, I be- 
lieve, before another fortnight is pad, her 
whim will be entirely difmifled, and fhe 
will laugh moft lincer^ly at the . prefcnt 
folly of it. 

" Having thus,*' continued Afmodeus, 
** given a very faithful account of myfelf, 
iince I had the honour of feeing you laft, 
you will have no objcftion, I prefume, to 
proceed on our evening excuriion. The 
citizens, thofe harmlefs, amiable, unccr^ 
rupted people, will be the principal objeds 
of it. 1 will alfo anruiie you, for a quarter 
of an hour, in our way, at a temple dedi^ 
cated by his prefent Majefty to the fine 
arts, wliere you will fee fome original de- 
figns chat may amufe you." The mode 
of travelling which Afmodeus employed 
for his friend, was not liable to delay or 
interruption ; fo that Don Ck(^as imme- 
diately 
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diatcly found himfelf, with his condudtor, 
under the gateway of Somerfet Buildings* 
Thcy> of coiM-fe, patffcd invifibly into the 
chamber where the Academicians were 
aflemWed and engaged in debating a mat- 
ter of thif firft importance to the profpc* 
rity of the inftitution, and the honour of 
the arth 

^^ Here you fee/* faid the Demon, *^ an 
affembly of the principal artifts of this 
country ; and it will excite your aftonifh* 
ment, perhaps, when I inform you, that fo 
m!iK:fa jealoufy, envy and malignity, is not 
to be found in any aggregate body of men 
whatever, as in that which is now beneath 
your obfervation. They arc all profefibrs 
of. the liberal arts, with fcafce a liberal 
fcntimentin their breads to each other.— 
A band of. ambi-cious ftatefmen all looking 
to thie fame honour ; — a groupe of needy 
courtiers all candidates for the fame place ; 
— a, party of fafhionable coquettes who arc 
in love with the fame man^ are far excelled 

ia 
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in the mcannels^ as well as the violoice of 
envious hatred, by the members of a pro« 
fedion, whofe purfuits and employmencs 
have a natural tendency, as aright be 
thought, to produce noble and humane fcn- 
timents. They are brought up in the ftu- 
dy of beautiful forms, that dicy nuy ac- 
quire the Ikill of reprefenting them with 
truth, and arranging them with judgment:. 
The charms of rude nature, and the grace 
of polifhed art, — the conftituent parts aa 
well as the maffes of grandeur and fublimi- 
ty,— female delicacy and gigantic ftrength, 
—the nurHng mother and the dying hero, 
—in Ihort, whatever is moft cxquifite in 
individual beauty or general harmony, are 
objedls that muft be fo familiar to their 
minds, as to become a part of them : — Ne- 
verthelefs, theft humanifing ideas and ha* 
bits cannot damp the envious propenfities 
of their hearts. 

** But this malevolent andruling paffion, 
does not appear to arife fo much from a 

com- 
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competition for fame, as a competition for 
profit ^ for its general objeft is living me- 
rit. A dead painter, who has, of courfe, 
left his bufinefs to be Ihared by his late 
enemies, fhall have more praifc from them 
in an hour, than he had ever received du- 
ring the Cdurfe of his life. Yefterday, he 
was at his Eafel, his room was hung with 
unfiniihed portraits,— coaches were waiting 
at his door, and not only aftonifhment but 
contempt followed the fools diat employed 
him.— —To-day, Death has fnatched the 
pencil from his hand, — his rival merit is 
no more,— and they who were its calum* 
niators but yefterday, can lament the lofs 
which the arts have fuftained on the mor* 
roww 

Saevis inter fe conrenit uriii* 

^^ The lawyers, who live, as it were, by 
the malevolent paflions of men, are never 
feen to pradlife this miferable jealoufy. — 
The other liberal profeflions juftify their 
name by their conduft. How then is it 

to 
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to be reconciled to the general order of 
things, that the profeflbrs of the polite arts 
(hould be fo favage to each other? — If it 
fliould be the nature of their education 
and purfuits to produce a more delicate 
fenlibility to fame, than in the breads of 
other men ; or if poverty is the general 
concomitant of an artift's^ entrance into his 
profeffion^ we may account, in a great de- 
gree, for the colour of their lives j and 
fome fort of reafonable conjefture may be 
formed, why emulation, that happy parent 
of excellence, is changed, in their charac- 
tersj to the bitter he^icxes of envious 
competition* 

'* I fpeak, however,'* continued the 
Demon, '• with fome degree of diffidence 
on this fubjeft \ for though I know pretty 
well the nature of the human paflions, and 
can, in certain cafes, apply them to my 
purpofe i yet they are fometimcs fo irre- 
gular and eccentric, as to puzzle me in 
attempting to difcover their origin ; the 

human 
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human heart is fuch a deceitful thing, that 
my matter himfelf cannot always get 

to the bottom of it.' But we will now 

quit opinion for fad:, and take a curfory 
view of the individuals of this refpeftablc 
aflembly. 

^' The perfon who fits in a fine gilded 
chair, at the upper end of the table, and 
employs a machine to aid a very imperfedt 
ftatc of hearing, is the prefident of this 
Society. As a painter, he ranks in the 
firft line of modern matters, and is, there- 
fore, continually abufed by thofe who rank 
in the loweft. His fuperior profeflional 
genius, his large fortune, and the elevated 
fphere of fociety in which he moves, have 
very naturally placed him at the head of 
the artifts in this country, as well as raifed 
him to the feat of honour which he, 
at this moment, occupies. — In this fitua- 
tiori, his attention is divided between the 
profperity of the academy and his own per- 
fonal importance; and feme cenforious 

people 
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people have not hcfitatcd to affcrt, that the 
former is often facrificed to the ktter. — 
Perluaded, perhaps, in his own mind, that 
he is, in a pre-eminent degree, qualified 
to judge of what is beneficial to the inftitu- 
tion, he has always endeavoured to poifels 
himfelf of the folc government of iti and 
he has an academic party, who, from a 
fenfe of paft favours, or the hope of future 
ones, or, perhaps^ the habit of obedience to 
his fuperior name, enable him, in general, 
to efFcdl the objcds either of his judgment, 
his caprice, or his ambition. Thefe peo- 
ple fubmit thcmfelves to his pleafure, and 
being prevented by graiitude^r hope, from 
making him an objefl of envy, are con- 
tented, while they admire and regard him^ 
to envy and hate one another. 

" The artift on his right-hand is a man 
of genius and knowledge, but poflefTes a 
kind of impraiSlicablc temper, which for- 
bids that coalefcence with focicty, from 
whence is derived the principal charm of 

life. 
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Ufe. He thinks himfelf the fiiil of his 
arc ^ but,.i3ot having been fo fortunate as 
to perfuade mankind to be of the fame 
opinion, he regards thofe who rank be- 
fore him with fomewhat of a brutal hatred, 
and treats, with the moft illiberal contempt, 
that public opmioa which has placed them 
there. 


t\ 


' ,, ** ThjC perfon who fits to the left of the 
P/el^dcnt'^ chair, enjoys no inconfiderable 
eilimation as an hiilorical painter ; and, 
from a certain lanctify ing patronage, ranks 
among the firft ai*tifts of this country. — 
He is likewife of opinion, though he never 
ventures direftly to alTert it, that his talents 
leave, at leaft, all the modern mailers far be- 
hind him. — He knows alfo, how, in a quiet 
way, to praife his competitors, fo as to 
damn the work he applauds ; and to frame 
his difapproying opinions by fuch faving 
claufes, and equivocal expreflions, as to 
cloath the bitter envy of his heart in the 
garb of candour. — ^He was originally in* 

tended 
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tended for a Jefuit, and the fccret is hid 
from mc how he became a painter. 

'* But, inflead of entering into the 
hiftory of thofe men/' faid Don Cleofas, 
'* who, as they are almoft all of them go- 
verned by one principle, muft produce a 
general uniformity of charafter, be fo 
obliging as to make me acquainted with 
die fubjeft of their prcfcnt debate ; which, 
from the animation thrft accompanies it, 
on all fides, muft delate, without doubt, 
to fomc important queftion concerning the 
arts, and, by your communicating aid, 
may not only afford me amufement, but 
inftruftion/' 


€t 


.You have frequently heard me ob- 
fcrve," jepiied Afmodeus, ** that a party- 
fpirit is, for many reafpns, fo natural to 
this country, that it infinuates itfelf into 
every body of men in it ; and, under its 
univerfal influence is the prefent debate 
conduced* — It has no more to do with 

the 
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the fine arts than.with magic, — and is pro- 
duced by an attempt to commit an aft of 
injuftice, for which common language has 
not a name. 

'^ The ProfciTor of Anatomy has been, 
for fome time, afflidted with a fever, 
which is faid to have been attended with 
a lymptomatic derangement of his intel- 
leftual powers j — and, without confulting 
his phyficians, — without .enquiring con- 
cerning him of his family, — and without 
waiting to fee whether, when the feafon of 
his duty arrives, .which is now at a con- 
fiderable diftance, he fliould be able to 
perform it, — his premature removal has 
been propofed, - and his fucceflbr named ; 
for no other reafon but becaufe he had pro- 
pofed a voyage to the Frozen Ocean, to 
difled: whales ; upon the principle that, in 
fuch large anatomical fyftems, experiments 
might be made, which are baffled by the 
extreme minutenefs of many parts of the 
human frame.— Indeed, fuch an unjuil. 
Vol. IV. K indelicate 


2l8 BEVIL UrON TWO STICKS 

indelicate, and, for it deferves the term, 
inhuman conduft, may bring to your re- 
colledlion the ignorant inhabitants of an 
ancient city, who defpifed and avoided, 
as a madman, the philolbpher who cm- 
ployed himfelf in differing dead bodies, in 
order to improve that art which affords fo 
much relief to the diftreffes of living 
ones. 

*' This miferable plot, however, for it 
deferves no better name, will be circum- 
vented ; and, when the hour of his duty 
arrives, the Profeflbr will deliver a ledlure 
fo replete with ingenuity and fcience, as 
to retort the charafter of a difordered mind 
on thofe who wiftied to remove him. 

'* And now for a little city amuiement. 
Though in the different parts and occu- 
pations of this great metropolis, we may 
perceive various manners, habits, and 
cuftoms, we fhall find human nature to be 
the fame, in the peer and the plebeian, in 

the 
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the courtier and the trader. — This obferva- 
tion was inftantly followed by their flight 
to the roof of an houfe near the Royal Ex- 
change. 

The firft objedl that attraded the notice 
of the Count, was a very well dreflfed man, 
who was writing in a lower apartment. — 
**That perfon/' faid the Demon, '* is 
about a very pretty piece of bufinefs : — 
By a few ftrokes of his pen, and half a mi- 
nute's employment of his penknife, he will 
contrive to put a couple of thoufand pounds 
quietly into his pocket. He is a broker, 
and is doing nothing more or lefs than 
. altering a policy of infurance ; — bur, tho' 
the fraud (hould be perceived, — from the 
command he has of the under-writing 
concerns, and the general influence he pof- 
feflfes in the coflfee-houfe where this kind 
of bufinefs is carried on, the money will 
be paid without any material hefitation : — 
And, though he may wear his hat a little 
more over his face than ufual, for fome 

K time 
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time to come, no one will venture to hint 
a fufpicion of his integrit}-, or utter a 
fingle word that may tend to impeach his 
credit. 

In the lower room of a tavern to the 
left of us, you. may fee half a dozen peoplfc 
fitting round a bowl of punch. — They are 
the clerks of this honeft broker, whofc 
cuftomary fees he has thought proper to 
place to his own account. — This pitiful 
innovation has occafioned the pr6fent 
meeting; and a fpirited genius of the 
quill, whofe courage is a little enlivened 
by the liquor, is now propofing, when 
their matter fhall next enter his accompting- 
houfe, to drive him out of it, by a volley 
of his own ledgers and day-books." 

'^ Ah ! poor man," exclaimed the 
Count, in a' tone of the utmoft commi- 
feration, ** he (hould think of preparing 
himfelf for another worfd, inftead of en- 
tering fo deeply into the concerns of this. 

He 
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He appears to be fo weak, and his cough 
fo violent, that I am afraid he will expire 
before you can give me any information 
concerning him. He is a merchant, I pre* 
fume, of fome confequence, who has been 
fo long in the habits of money-dealing, 
that he continues it to this moment, whea 
all the wealth he poflcffts would- liot 
purchafe him another's week's exiilence/' 

*^ I perceive," replied the Demon,. 
*' that you are fpeaking of that poor old 
gentleman in his gown and night-cap ; — 
and who can fcarce fuffer himfelf to be 
pillowed and bolftered up to the table, 
where he has juft been paying a confidera- 
ble • fum of money for an annuity during 
his life." ' 

" Whoever has foiu it then,*' inter- 
rupted the County *^ will have a moil- ex- 
cellent bargain ; for, according to all ap- 

K 3 pearance,, 
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pearance, he will never be called upon for 
the firft quarterly payment." 

** The feller/' replied Afmodeus, " is 
very much of your opinion ; — but he will 
be moft cruelly miftaken ; and the grant* 
ing a few more fuch annuities, w^ould, in 
a fliort time, difqualify him from paying 
any of them : — For I muft inform you, 
that all this appearance of ficknefs and 
debility has been aflumed, for feveral 
rronths, in order to purchafe the annu- 
ity at a very cheap rate; and, the mo- 
ment that the bufinefs is irrevocably 
concluded, and the parties gone, this poor 
man's cough, with all his other com- 
plaints, will take their leave alfo:— He 
will then fit down to a plentiful (upper, 
vhich he will devour with the appetite of 
a ploughman > and to-morrow- morning 
he will appear in a glow of health, and 
pofTeflion of manly aftivity, fufficient to 
juftify the hope of enjoying his income, 
not for the narrow fpace of three years, at 

which 
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which rate he purchafed it, but for ten 
times that period.'* 

'' All this/' faid Don Cleofas, " may 
be in the way of bufinefs ; — heverthelefs, 
it appears to me to be downright knavery." 
*' In this kind of tranfadlion/' anfw;ered 
the Demon, ^* any and every manoeuvre 
is confidered as allowable. — Indeed, to fay 
the truth, all trade is, more or lefs, a 
fyftem of roguery ; — and, if it were to be 
termed the art of tricking, I know not 
by what logic any one could difprove t]i« 
truth of the definition. 

*^ In the houfe oppofite to us, you fee 
an elderly man fitting in the parlour, with 
a woman of his own age ; both of whom 
are employed in looking over a game of 
drafts between two young women, who 
are the daughters of this refpedlable cou- 
ple. — He is a merchant of fl:ri6l integrity, 
whofe name poffeffes all the credit that 
honourable commerce can beftow upon it. 

K4 By 
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By an unfemitted induflry, and a regular 
courfe of trade, he has acquired a fortune 
which will enable him to give each of his 
daughters a portion of fifty thoufand 
pounds ; and he has educated them to 
inake a proper ufe of it. He has this 
morning determined upon marrying one 
of them to a young merchant, for whom 
Ihe has fome time pofiefled a fecret parti- 
ality ; and you may fee him fmile occa- 
lionally at the thought of die young lady's 
confufion, when he fiiall prefent her future 
hulband to her ; — a ceremony which he 
means to perform at brcakfaft to-morrow- 
niorning. — The old lady alfo has her pleaf- 
ing thoughts, which are bufy in cherifhing 
the idea diat, before another year is paftj 
Ihe may be made a grandmother. 

" But what a croud of fine people do I 
fee aflembled in the adjoining houfe T* 
faid the Count, " All the luxury and ele- 
gance of high life feem to be coUefted in 
that withdrawing-room." 

*'You 
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** You may take a peep, alfo, into the 
room belqWy * interrupted Afmodeus, " and 
you will there fee a number of fervant* 
preparing a magnificent fupper for this 
numerous company; in which every de-* 
licacy that money can purchafe and this 
great town caii furnift, will be difplayed 
for their entertainment. — The elegant 
.young lady, who is buftling about the 
apartments, and hurrying from one card- 
table to another, is the miftrcfs of the 
manfion, and enjoying all the pleafure 
that vanity can give her :^But, alas, diat 
pleafure is haftening to a period ; — for I 
mufl now dire6l your attention to a back 
room, where you will obferve a gentleman, 
afTifled by fevcral perfons, examining a. 
great variety of books and papers: — He is 
the lady's hufband, and a merchant of 
very extenfive commerce; — who, from 
trading beyond his capital, and meeting 
with fome anexpected loflcs, is on the 
point of flopping payment.— Thjs melan- 
choly-intelligence he will communicate 

K 5 to. 
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to his wife, as foon as this fplendid ban- 
quet is over, and the company are depart- 
ed i — Co that, inftead of going to her re- 
pofe fatisfied with the elegant difplay of the 
evening — Ihe will pafs the night in hyfte- 
rics i and, in the morning, be obliged to 
quit town, for a country folitude, — where 
Ihe muft remain, till her hufband's af- 
fairs can be brought into (bme degree of ' 
relpedlable arrangement. 

'' In the very next houfe you may 
amufe yourfelf with the fight of another 
entertainment, — which alfo vies, in fplen- 
dor and elegance, with any you have be- 
held at the other end of the town, — It is 
given by a Weft- India merchant to a 
"Weft-Indian family, who are juft arrived 
from Antigua. Every thing that can flat- 
ter the pride, fatisfy the fancy, and attraft 
the confidence of this unreflefting Creo- 
lian gentleman, will be exerte'd by the f on 
of traffic;, till he has got him in his debt, 

to 
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to a certain point ; and then the face of 
things will be immediately changed : — No 
dmners or fuppers will then be given, and 
very little civility exercifed. — The mer- 
chant, who is now fo fupple and gene- 
rous, and is ready to fupply every call 
of extravagance, with a moft encouraging 
readinefs, will, at a future period, when 
the fi(h is entangled in his net, refufe him 
the loan of a guinea j — talk to him in his 
acconipting-houfe, without taking off his 
hat, — and, when' an extravagant mode 
of life,— which he himfelf has promoted, 
and, for a time, purpofely fupported, has 
brought the thoughdefs Weft -Indian to a 
fituation diat threatens very ferious confe- 
quenccs, — He will then, with great kind- 
nefs, extricate him from his dilemma, on 
an aflignment of his plantations, or fome 
other mode of fecurity, by which he will clear 
thirty or forty per cent. — Thus he will fat- 
ten on his diftrefs, as he has already done on 
that of fo many of his countrymen. Ne- 
verthelefs, this man is in great credit 0n 

K 6 the 
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the Exchange of this city— fpeaks of game- 
ftero as the pelts of fociety, — and will ha- 
rangue, for hours together, againft the 
horrid crimes of extortion and ufury. 

*' But, to enliven the fcene a little, I 
will requeft your attention to a lady fitting 
at work, in the corner houfe to the right, 
widi one miferable candle. This economy, 
however, does not a rife from any avarici- 
ous principle, either in herfelf or her huC- 
band ; — but from a little domeftic refent- 
ment of die latter, which I ftiall relate to 
you. 

" A few days ago, this gentleman had 
lent his coach to one of his particular 
friends, when his lady took it into her 
head to want it ; and, in confcquence of 
the difappointment, fhe ordered an hack* 
ney- coach, which flie pettilhly employed, 
fo as to make the ufe of it as expenfive as 
polTiblc : — When llie came home, her 
good man was defired to pay the fare, as a 

punifh- 
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punilhment for having deprived her of her 
own equipage; and he, in return, has 
ever fincc confined her to the ufe of one 
candle, and will continue to do it, till the 
faving of its ufual companion has reim- 
burfed the demand of the hackney-coach- 


man.*' 


*^ This is a moft admirable example for 
hufbands," exclaimed the Count; " and 
you may add," replied the Derton, *' a 
moft excellent leflbn for wives. 

" In the houfe oppofite to it,'* continued 
he, " you may fee a buttling little man, 
who is arranging the articles of his Ihop ; 
for a reafon, which one devil ought to 
know, — becaufc, perhaps, another devil 

has fuggefted it^ He is an apothecary, 

and is removing all his bad drugs out of 
the way, — as he expefts, to-morrow, the ^ 
annual examination of his materia medica, 
by the Vifitors from the College of Phyfi- 

cians. 
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cians. The following day his patients 
will be fupplied as ufual/' 

The Devil upon Two Sticks now pro- 
pofed to change their fituation ; which was 
accordingly transferred to the top of a 
church that afforded a commanding view 
over a confiderable diftjri£l. 

♦* -The quarter to the right of us/' faid 
he, '* is very much inhabited by the 
Jews; who were confidered, fome time: 
ago, as the moft crafty people upon earth ; 
but the Chriftians are fo improved of late, 
as to deprive that race of their moft peculiar 
diftindion. 

*^ That old man, who is fitting in an 
arm-chair by a fmall fire, in the houfe im- 
mediately beneath us, was once in tKe 
pofleffion of confiderable wealth ; of which 
only a fmall pittance has efcaped the over- 
reaching genius of certain Chriftian young 
men of quality. 

'' In 
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^* In the large houfe adjoining, lives 
one of the fame nation and profeflion.s but 
he is determined to quit ufury, and look 

to another trade, He, alfo, has had 

very fevere lofles among young Chriflians 
of fafliion. No longer ago than laft week, 
he bought an annuity of a gambling man 
of twenty- five, at two years purchafe; — 
and, the very next day, while he was en- 
joying the thought of his bargain, he re- 
ceived the ungracious news that a piftol 
had put an end to it. 

*^ At the very next door lives a 
Chriftian, who is as great a Jew as any 
in the neighbourhood : — You may now 
fee him fcolding his cook-maid, in a 
mod violent manner, for having drefled 
the meat {o well at dinner, that his clerks 
eat it all up. By care, induftry, good 
fortune, and fuch pitiful condudt as he is 
at this moment pradtifing, he has qualified 
himfelf to give his two daughters fuch 
fortunes as he hopes will tempt fome men 

of 
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of family and diflinfUon to marry them. — 
A Scotch Ijord is, at this time, locking 
towards one of the young ladies with a 
very keen appetite. 

" The principal ftory/* continued Af- 
modeus, *' of a very large houfe, before 
whofe door feveral carriages are in waiting, 
prefents a fcene of that juftice which 
avenges itfelf on wicked men, even in this 
world, much oftener than is generally 
imagined. — In that fumptuous bed you 
may fee a iick man, furrounded with phy- 
licians, who find his diforder beyond the 
reach of their fkill. — It is not, indeed, in 
the power of medicine to adminifter relief 
to a mind fo difeafed as his. — He firfi: 
came up to London, from the Weft of 
England, as the driver of a pack-horfe ; — 
and he is how one of the richeft individuals, 
in this city ; — but, unluckily for him, an 
overbearing demeanour in the affairs of a 
bankrupt, of whom he was a fort of felf- 

created 
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created aflignee, induced the creditors t6 
offer thennf to the fanftion of a Court of 
Equity; when tliis man's condudt ap- 
peared to have been not only of the mofl 
difhonourable nature, with refpe6t to in- 
dividuals, but alfo that he had long been 
concerned in a very extenfive fcheme of 
trade, whole fpint it is to cheat the Go- 
verrinrent of its revenues. — Thefe circum- 
fiances drew upon him fuch a fevere ftrain 
of reprehenfion from the Judge, who hap- 
pened alfo to be among his private ac- 
quaintance, that, on his return home, he 
took inftantly to his bed, from whence he 
will fliortly be removed to his grave.** 

" The feverity of his afflidtion, how- 
ever," faid Don Cleofas, ", has atoned 
for his crimes. — When a fcnfe of error has 
broken a man's heart, juftice, furely, is 
fatisfied, and the voice of condemnation 
fliould never more be lifted up againft 
him/' 
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" The obfervation is equally juft and 
humane/' anfwered the Demon ;" ** but, in 
this cafe, the diforder does not proceed 
from a remorfe for having done wrong,— 
but is the fever of a wounded pride. — He 
was proud and oftcntatious, — fond of pa- 
rade, display, and popularity s — thefe form- 
ed the happinefs of his life, and when they 
were cut up by the roots, he could no 
longer fuftain it. He would have conti* 
nued to cheat his neighbour or defraud his 
country without an unpleafant fenfation, 
while he could have done it in fecrct : — It 
Was the difcovery alone that has given the 
fatal blow, which his phyficians regard 
with defpair, and he himfelf docs not wifh 
to furvive. 

'* But {o it is ordered in the affairs of 
this world, that while one man is unex- 
pedledly taking a laft farewell of fortune, 
another is as fuddenly raifed to it.— In-^ 
deed the example is before us ; — and the 

parlour 
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parlour of that houfe with Venetian win- 
dows offers it to your att ention, 

** The young man who fits at the bot- 
tom of the table was, within a very few 
months, the fervant of a reputable tradef- 
man who had brought him up from a 
child; and, as a reward for his faithful fer- 
vice, and an encouragement to keep him 
in the continuance of it, he had lately mar- 
ried him to a worthy young woman who 
had, for fome time, occupied the capacity 
of a kitchen maid in his fervice. In this, 
or fome fimilar fituation, he expeded to 
pifs the whole of his life 5 nor did his un- 
ambitious mind look up to an higher fta- 
tion ; when he was accidentally fecn by a 
gentleman, while he was filling a pitcher 
of water at a public pump, who recoUefted 
his features 'i and having queftioned him 
concerning his name and fituation, defired 
a fecret interview with him ; the confe- 
quence of which was, a difcovery that his 
father had. left him and a very confiderahlc 

« fortune 
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fortune to the care of his mailer, who had 
appropriated the one to his ufe, and the 
other to his fervicc. The gentleman fup- 
ported, with much fpirit and generofity^ 
the rights of the young man> and a profe- 
cution was commenced againft the iniqui* 
tous embezzler of his property 5 who, to 
fave himfelf from the public and difgrace- 
ful expofure of a court of juftice, refunded 
the fortune ia queftion, to the amount of 
forty thoufand pounds. Thus has this 
very fortunate perfon left off driving his 
mafter's cart, to ride in his own coach; and 
the cook-maid, inftead of bafting the meat 
of a rafcaUy tradefmai^ caa now give di- 
re(5i:k>ns to her own fervants, with ail th& 
fcience of her late occupation/' 

*^ You may be affured,'* faid Don Cleo- 
fasj *^ that I have not been inattentive to 
an hiftory of fuch a curious nature ; never- 
thelefs, I could not help obferving^during 
your relation of it, a fmall card -table party 
in an apartment hung with crimfon ; but 

• I am 
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I am not only at a lofs as to the game that 
amufes them, but alfo the cards with which 
they are playing are of a kind that I have 
never feen." 

*^ I fliall not laugh at you,*' anfwered 
Afmodeus, *^ but I fhall caufe yoUj per- 
haps, to laugh at yourfclf, when I inform 
you, that the pieces of pafteboard, which 
you imagine to be the party-coloured im- 
plements of gaming, arc nothing more 
than a number of painted dcfigns of car- 
riages of different forts, which the mafter of 
the houfe is fhewing to his wife and daugh- 
ters for their opinion. He finds himfclf 
in a ftate of ferious embarraffment, and 
means to fet up an equipage, in order to di- 
vert the fufpicions of people with whom he 
is conne(9:ed, from the real fituation of his 
affairs ; and, of courfe, to protracfl a little, 
if it can do nothing more, the period of bis 
ruin. But, in the prefent cafe, the at^ 
tempt will not fucceed : for this kind of 
practice has been lb common for fonne 

years 
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years pad, that when a man in trade 
ftrikes out into fudden difplay and often- 
tation^ grave men Ihake their heads, — and 
the knowing ones hint, among themfelves, 
at an approaching advertifement in the 
Gazette. 

*' But to offer a more exhilarating fcenc 
toyour view, I muft requeft you to pay a 
very particular attention to a large compa- 
ny of very merry people in an. upper-room 
of a coffee-houfc in the ftreet beyond us. — 
** It is a very jovial meeting, indeed," laid 
Don Cleofas ; ** and fo much real fatisfac- 
tion beams in the countenances of all the 
party, that were I not in fuch company as 
your's, I fliould really wifli to be one of 
them." " And it would do your heart 
good," replied Afmodeus, "though you 
miftake the matter, I affure you. The 
mirth you now behold does not arife from 
the natural or accelerated flow of animal 
fpirits, — fix)m the power of wine, or the 
animation of focicty, but from a fenfe of 

virtue, — 
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virtue, — the confcious pleafure of doing 
what is right, — and the admiration that is 
due to thcfirft of created works, — ^an honeft 
man. 

*^ The gentleman at the head of the 
table, who is. now replenifhing the glafles 
of his neighbours, is that exalted charafter, 
which, as a Devil, I Ihould turn from with 
difguft ; but, as your friend and inftrudor, 
I Qiall treat with the refpedl it deferves. — 
Some time ago, he was fo unfuccefsful in 
his bufinefi as to become a bankrupt, and 
paid but a fmall dividend of the demands 
againft him. His charadber, however, re- 
ceived no ftain from the misfortune, and 
that certificate was granted which cleared 
him of every legal incumbrance. The other 
day, he was fo lucky as to get a very large 
prize in the lottery ; and, in confequence of 
his good fortune, he has, this evening, in* 
vited all his former creditors to fupper, and 
has prefaced the entertainment, by paying 
their former claims upon him to the utmoft 

farthing. 
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farthing. Such a generous, honeft, and, 
as it may well be called, a noble conduit^ 
infpires him with all the joy that arifes 
from the pradlice of virtue, and fills his 
guefts with that applaufe which fuch vir- 
tue will ever be found to excite in the 
breaft of every good man. 

** As I prefume/' continued Afmodeus, 
'* you cannot leave the city with better im- 
preffions than at the prefent moment, wc 
will conclude the evening with a ihort 
regale at the other end of the town." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

The Devil upon Two Sticks dtfcovers i§ 
Don Cleofas certain Night Scenes in the^ 
Fajhionable World. 

^'^ H E Devil had a very picafant mode 
"^ of removing his friend from one 
place to another ; and he now bore him 
away with his ufual eafe, from a city 
church, to the roof of a great houfe, at 
the weft-end of the town. 

The firft objeft which attradled the 
notice of Don Cleofas, was a groupe of 
ladies elegantly drefled in the drawing- 
room of an houfe in an adjoining ftreet. 
" That is a curious meeting," faid the 
Couot, '^ at leaft a dozen fine young wo- 
men, and not a man amongft them."— - 
** They are not/* anfwered the Demon, 
Vol. IV. L ^' fo 
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'* (6 iinfociable as you may imagine ; and 
arc only in waiting for the gallants who 
may call for them. The houfe is an ele- 
gant brothel, and fome curious fcenes (hall 
hereafter be difcovered to you in this quar- 
ter, when I have more Icifure for the pur- 
poie. At prefent, I would wiih you to 
confine your attention to the three elderly 
men, engaged in a very grave converfation 
in one of the parlours. They are, for cer- 
tain reafons, free of the houfe, and get not 
only women but wine and good eating into 
the bargain, free of expence. The one is 
a Lord, die fecond a Juftice of Peace, and 

the third an horfe-dealer. The noble 

peer's life is divided between the brothel 
and the horfe-courfe j his gambling paflion 
indeed, is indulged in fome fort of ftyle, 
but his libidinous appetites are purfued 
with a niggardly fpirit that his poftillion 
would be afliamed of. While his fortune 
is ftrained to procure a fuperior breed of 
race-horfes, he will turn the poor creature 
whom he has feduccd by promifes of boun- 
ty 
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ty he never intended to beftow, to the 
proftitution of the ftreet, and leave her to 
die in beggary and defpair. His Lordftiip 
and the Juftice have juft agreed in an opi- 
nion, that bawdy-houfes are of more ufc 
than churches ; while the other good man 
does not attempt to controvert their opi- 
nion, but thinks moft fincerely that the 
horfe-courfe is of more advantage to fociety 
than either of them. 

- *' At the upper- end of the ftreet, on the 
other fide of us, you may fee a tete a tete 
that is becoming very incerefting. The 
lady is extremely handfome, and her huf- 
band is the very eflence of politenefs, but 
has for fome time part, forgotten the atten* 
tions of the lover. In the mean time, fhe 
is become- very much attached to her pre- 
fcnt vifitor, who is very afliduous in prac- 
tifing them. He is a man of the world, 
and knows exadly how he ought to pro- 
ceed. He does not propofe to ftorm the 

fortrefc, but to undermine it, and has^ 

L, 2 this 
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this evening, made a veiy confiderable 
progrels, by endeavouring to prove the 
truth of two French maxims, — * ^e le 
* nom dUepoufe eft un titre de digniii^ mats 
' nrni pas de volupte^ — et * qu'une faute de 
' plus oude moins tCeft qu'une bagatelle.^ — 
She begins to perceive a great deal of rea-* 
fon in all he fays, and the very next time 
they meet, I am difpofed to think that 
they will be of one opinion.*' 

^' In the fame ftfeet,*' faid Don Cleo- 
as, " I fee another private party of ch^ 
fame nature. But the lady appears to h6 
an invalid, and the gentleman is playing 
a variety of antics, as 1 fuppofe, to amule 
her ; but in a martnef" which is abov* the 
reach of my comprehenfion : — It is a fpe* 
cies of gallantry, at leaft, to which I am a 
ilrangcr/* 

*^ He is no gallant, I aflure you,'* re- 
plied Afmodeus, *' but a medical attend- 
ant 5 who is among the numerous foreign 

impoftors 
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impoftors that leave the poverty of their 
own country to enrich themfelves by the 
folly of this. He is the profeffor of a fci- 
ence called Apimal Maghetifm ; and pre- 
tends to cure all diforders by the ope- 
rations of fympathy alone, without any 
application whatever to the Materia Me- 
dica. He has his difciples and his pati- 
ents, and his fuccefs alfo ; for in a good 
conftitution, and by the aid of common 
regimen, nature will frequently do her 
bufinefs without any medical aid, and then., 
the Quack is a perfeft Galen. Befides, in 
certain cafes, and on certain minds, fuper- 
ftition will operate with no inconfiderable 
efFeft. With his prefent patient he is pe- 
culiarly fortunate; for he will have all 
the honour of a cure which was perform-^ 
ed, in a regular way,, by a very eminent 
praditioner, before the lady's impatience 
demanded his intervention. The diforder 
was already fubdued, and every fymptora 
was diffipating, when he came with his 
gefticulations, to gain the credit of con- 

L 3 luring 
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juring away a complaint which did not 
wait for his arrival. The fellow, however, 
knows what he as about — carries on the 
abfurd fyftem of Empiricifm with a grave 
face, and confines his laughter to his clo- 
fet and himfelf. 

" The perfon whom you fee in the ad- 
joining houfe, fo bufily employed in look- 
ing over papers, with a fecretary writing 
befide him, is a foreigner, who, fomc time 
ago, enjoyed a very confiderable diftinc- 
tion in his own country; and was employ- 
ed, by his fovereign, under the pretence of 
new modelling the public finances, to 
maintain the defpotifm of the Crown, and 
to add new links to the chain that already 
fettered the people.— The delign, how- 
ever, though conceived with admirable 
fkill, was difcovered; — and the King, 
whofe particular intercfts he waspromotingt 
at the expence of the nation, wa3 forced to 
quiet an inccnfed people, by difmifling 
him from his fervice,. in a manner the moft 

humiliating to a fenfible mind. 

"An 
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** An exile from his own country, he 
very wifely took refuge in this ; and brought 
with him, or, perhaps, had fent before himi 
a fortune fufRcient to enable him to live 
in that ftyle of fplendor which will al- 
ways fill his houfe with plenty of fafhi- 

onable people. Among many of them 

he is very well received j and has been ad- 
mitted to Court : — But, that the King of 
a free country (hould receive a man into his 
prefence-chamber, who has been degraded, 
as an enemy to the progrefs of freedom, in 
a defpotic country, is a novelty in Court- 
etiquette, that can be reconciled only by 
the political eccentricities of the prefent 
moment. 

** The lady, whom you fee lolling upon 
a fofa, and talking rather familiarly to 
her footman, is the wife of a veteran offi- 
cer, who has added many a laurel to the 
glory of his country. — She, however, is of 
opinion^ that a young dragoon is a more 
heroic character than an old Marlboi* 
rough." 

•« That 
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*^ That, I fliould prefume,'* faid the 
Count, ''is an opinion by no means pe- 
culiar to her. — But whence does that round 
of convivial merrimejit proceed ? My eyes 
look arou^ad in vain for thefource of it.'* 

*^ liy taking the other fide of the chim- 
ney againft which you lean/* anfwered the 
Demon, '' you will perceive as merry a fet 
as have ever met together fince the flood ; 
and the caufe of their prefent meeting is 
not, I affure you, in the common courfe 
of jovial aflbciations. 

'' It is an alTembly oibons vivans^ who 
have long been accuftomed to live together 
in the habits of an abandoned life. — 
The gentleman, with a very red face, who 
fits at the head of the table, is now enjoy- 
ing their fociety for the laft time. — He 
calls it his laft fupper ; and has invited his 
old fi-iends to the pleafures of it, that he 
may take a charaderiftic farewell of them : 
Nor will he quit the company till it is time 

for 
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for him to return home, in order to attend 
his bride to the altar. Before another fun 
has gained its meridian height, he will be 
a married man.— The lady knows his pre- 
fent engagement, and laughs at it, becaufe 
he has folemnly promifed her that he will 
never repeat it j and he will keep his 
word.— Indeed, fhe is among the very few 
women, who may hereafter affent to the 
truth of the proverb — that reformed liber- 
tines make the bell hulbands. 

*^ Rakes, however,*' continued Afmo- 
deus, *' do not make the beft wives ; or, 
at leaft, that is the opinion of the nobleman 
on whofe hotel we have taken our prefent 
ftationj and he is, at this moment, engaged 
in a projed: to cure one of the moft lovely 
women in the kingdom of rakifh difpofi- 
cions and rakifh connexions. 

** She hasj for fome time paft, fre«* 
quanted the houfe of a certain lady, where, 
it is thought, fhe can learn no good ; and 
whofe parties Ihc feldom leaves before 

day- 
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day-light Her noble hufband and 

her family are equally alarmed at fuch 
a conduft, — and flie has this day been af- 
fured by die former, that if ihe did not re- 
turn home in future by a certain hour, 
that the gates of her houfe would be fhut 
againft her. — That hour is now paft, and 
the threat will be fulfilled: — ^When fhe ar- 
rives, the porter will inform her of his or- 
ders, and that he muft obey them. — After 
a little fruitlefs violence, fhe will order the 
coachman to drive to her father's, who, in 
cxpedlation of fuch a vifit, fits up to re- 
ceive her; — and, it is pre-determined 
among them, for the whole family are in 
the plot, — that, after much afliimed back- 
wardnefs on the part of her hufband, and a 
great deal of fubmiflion and promife of 
good behaviour from her, fhe fhall to-mor- 
row evening find her own gates open to 
receive her." " It was rather a dangerous 
experiment," faid the Count, ^^ with a 
beautiful, lively young woman of her rank.'* 
/* It was fo,'' replied Afmodeus j ^* but 

in 


IN ENGLAND. 2^1 

in great defigns, whether domeftic or po- 
litical, fucccfs anfwers every obje<3:ion» 

^^ You may now indulge yourfelf with 
another fcene between man and wife, in 
that large houfe with a balcony window. 
They are two very amiable people, who 
moft cordially hate each other; and, of 
courfe, ought not to live beneath the fame 
roof. To fay the truth, the lady is humane 
enough to wifli for a feparation ; — but he, 
at prefent, withholds his confent, for the 
pleafant purpofe of tormenting her with 
more convenience. You may fee him in 
the lower room, where he has juft taken 
his fupper, in order that he may have an 
excufe for not ordering one at the brothel 
where he is going to pais the night. She 
is in the upper-floor, preparing for her bed- 
chamber, and exulting in the idea that he 
is not to be the companion of it. To give 
you an idea how thefe curious people live, 
I will tell you what has juft happened. — 

When 


^5* DEriL 0FON TWO STICKS 

When he had (craped every morfel of meat 
from a blade-bone of mutton, he fcnt it to 
his wife with a meflage, * that there was a 

* bone for her Lady (hip to pick/ On which 
ftie replied to the fervant, ^ tell your Lord 

* that he is no more the father of his eldeft 

* fon, than you are— ^and there is a bone 

* for his LorcKhip to pick/ — " And the 
more unplcafant one of the two/* iaid Don 
Cleofas, ** if there is any truth on it, 

*' But in the upper ftory of an houfe at 
fbme diilance, I fee« man in a loofe (ilkea 
drefs, hurrying up and down his chamber 
as if he were difordered in his fenfes/' — 
'* Speak foftly, if you pleafe/' faid the De- 
mon, " for fliould he overhear you, it will 
be fcarcely in my power to protedt yoii 
from his vengeance.^ — He is an au thor* and 
is, at this moment, labouring beneath the 
impulfe of infpiration." " Then I fup- 
pofe," replied the Count, '^ that he is wri* 
ting a tragedy, and, in order to aid his 
genius, has put on the drefs of the charac- 

3 tcr 
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ter he is compofin^? : — Sjch an or ginal 
idea can lot but b^ attended with the hap- 
pieft efFeas/' 

** Tragedies, now a days, my good> 
friend/' anfwered the DeiTion, ^* are not 
written with all this difficulty : — N ) the 
obftetric powers of his genius are at work 
in compofing — a paragraph for a newfpa- 
pcr. He enjoys the honourable office of 
writing for a daily print, and will actually 
produce, after an exertion of another hour, 
a moft violent Philippic of three lines and 
an half. The caufe of it is as follows : — 

** Tiie young man had, by fome means 
or other, got a ticket of admittance to the 
mafqueradc of a lady of fafhion, from 
whence he is ju(t returned ^ — the domino, 
as you fee, ftill adorns him. Half the 
town attended it, and all were pcifedly fa- 
tisfixi but our hero ; who does not con- 
ceive that any body fnould dare, in this 
land of freedom, to give a mafqu:rade, 
without giving a fupper ; — and he is dc- 
VoL. IV. M ter- 
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termined to employ the liberty of the 
prefsi to chaltife the infolence of a lady, for 
taking the liberty of giving fuch an enter- 
tainment as (he thought proper^ in her own 
houfe.'* — " But, furely/' exclaimed Don 
Clcofas, " fuch a. fcribblmg imp—*' '*Be 
jiot {o angry with the poor man, I befeeci) 
you/' faid the Demon ; '^ he has fonie 
reaibn to be difcontented at not having a 
fupper, for he was the only perfon ^tiio at^ 
tended the entertainment, without having 

had a dinner." ** But is there no 

mode," demanded the Count, '* of ehaf- 
tifmg thefc pen and ink aifaflins ? *'— 
** Newfpaper paragraphs," replied Afmo- 
deus, *^ may be fo formed as to convey 
the moft injurious malice, without being 
within the reach of the law; and, if flicks 
or kicks Ihould be employed againfl the 
writers of thefc fentenccs, the law will con- 
fider itfelf infultcd, ^d revenge them. 
The generality of people, therefore, avoid 
them with contempts oi- footh them with 
civility : — But they have litde reaibn to 
be flattered with attentions, which are 

Ih^wn 
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fliewn them on the fame principle tha« vaj 
well-drefTed man gives the v0^all to a chitn^ 
ney-fweepcr :— he does not chufc to be 
blackened by hiny. 

** But I Ihall refervc the hiftory of Nevrf- 
papers to a future oppoftxifnity, (it is a le«J^ 
ii^ feature of the prefent times, and 
muft not elcape us) and recommend your 
prefeat attention to fomcthing better." 


St 


That gentleman/' faid Don Qedfetf, 
who has juft feaied up a packet, and is 
laughing very pleafantly by himfelf, al- 
ready interefts my curiofity/'-— « He is/* 
replied the Demon, '* a man of equal 
worth, fortune, and good-humour: — ^He 
has been empbying the laft half hour, to 
ufe hia,05Jrn cxpreffion, in cheating his laft 
will and teftament ^-^ and H is this conceit 
which occafiona the mirth thsrt attrafts 
your noticc.-^I will not accufe you -of any 
want of. comprehenfion, by not under- 
Handing whai: all this means : — But the 
fad is — he had left five thoefand pounds 
' ^ in 
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in his will, to one of bis friends, to whom, 
he has dilbovered, that the immediate pof- 
feflion would be of the greateft fervice i — 
he has, therefore, fcratched his name out 
of his will, and inferted it in his banker's 
books, — Thus, by giving in his life- 
time, what he originally intended Qiould 
be given after his death, he confidcrs him- 
felf as committing a fraud upon his lafl 
will and teftament. But this is a decep- 
tion, believe me, with which we deviis 
have nodiing to do. — It is, to lay the 
truth, a flroke above us. — And, by way 
of compliment to you, with this fmgular 
artifice we w^ill finilh our prefent excurfion. 

/^ To-morrow v/e will renew our pro- 
grefs, — for much yet remains to be difco- 
vered to vou. — In their due coujfe I fhall 
introduce you to the Court of the Sove- 
reign, anil the two Houfcs of Parliament ; 
the gaols, and Bedlam ;~the courts of 
law, and the infernal regions." 

END OF Vol IV. M^^^ 
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